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10 THE REVEREND 
GEORGE SAND BV, D. D. 
MASTER of MAG DALEN College : 


in CAMBRIDGE, 


REVEREND SIR, 


H E following Sheets beg leave to 
ſhelter themſelves under the Patronage 
of Your Name, as their Author' s Ob- 


ſcurity, and their own Inaccuracy, would 


elſe almoſt incapacitate them from making 


their Appearance in public, without ſuch a 
Support. Many may, indeed, think it a 
needleſs Piece of Vanity in me, to attempt 
| offering to the Public any Production of 
mine upon a Subject, which has already been 


copiouſly handled by Pens much ſuperior. 
This I am very conſcious of; but as, I think, 


I have conſidered the Character of the Royal 
Patriarch in a Light ſomewhat different to 
what other Authors have already done, I am 


in Hopes the following Pages may contain 


ſome Arguments paſſed over in Silence by 
| thoſe learned Writers; which may, how- 


ever, tend to adyance the wy of God, and 
A * thereby 
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thereby promote the Benefit of Mankind, by 
conſidering the Character of the Royal Pa- 
triarch in ſuch a Light, as may make him 
be reckoned more worthy of the Title of 


being the Man after God's own Heart, than 


he has hitherto generally been. I hope this 
will plead in my Excuſe, eſpecially as it may 
be a Means of ſetting ſome abler Pen to 


ject. 


TE Connection that ſubſiſts between us, 
and the many particular Favours I have al- 


ready received from You, were the Reaſons 
which emboldened me to take this Free- 


dom ; by pardoning which, you will add 


another Obligation to thoſe. already con- 


ferred upon, 


— 


/ 


Rnd SIR, A 
' Your moſt obedient, 
. Obliged, bumble Servant, 


ForcrorT, 
Feb. 29, 1764. 


-- > JORN FRANCTS, 


work; who will do more Juſtice to the Sub- 
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ON TROveRsY in general ſeems to be the 
darling Topic of the preſent Age; but that 
which relates to Things of a religious Nature, 
more particularly engages the Attention of Man- 
kind, under whatever Denomination you rank 

them. Thais has opened à large and ſpacious 
Field, wherein Friends and Enemies bave mu- 
tually pleaſed \ and exerciſed each other. The 
Patrons of Infidelity in particular have not let 
Slip the Opportunity that has been given them 
by this Means, of publiſhing their potſonous No- 
lions, by endeavouring to weaken the Princi- 
ples of Natural Religion, and thereby ſubvert- 
ing and overturning thoſe of Revealed. Theſe 
” have produced Anſwers of various Kinds from 
* its Friends and Defenders, which have again 
- been anſwered by its Enemies, till at length Men N 
Dave been ſo bewildered in their Notions and 
Opinions, that they have been utterly unable to 
_ aſcertain which were in the right ;, and as Vice 
2s generally an Attendant upon Error, have at 
length been brought to patroniſe that Opinion, 
whici? moſt favours Immorality. The Miſchief 
of which this is productive, is but too apparent 
not to be obſerved by an attentive and diſcern- 
ing Eye; it muſt therefore produce in every 
true Lover of Piety and Virtue, amongſt whom 
N47 muſt 
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rater; the Truth of which, if be could eftabliſh, 


vi The PREFACE. 


muſt. be ranked every true Lover of his Country, 


a Concern proportionable to the Effects, and 
make every Man, who is actuated by ſuch lau- 
dable Motives, endeavour to reſtrain and curb, 
all in his Power, this Torrent of Licentiouſ- 
neſs, to the accompliſhing of which he ſhould 


Intentions, | 


implore the divine Bleſſing upon ſuch his honeſt 


Amongſt the many Authors that have of late 


written againſt Revealed Religion in general, 


and the Chriſtian in particular, there has been 


none more bold and daring, or who has paid leſs 
| Regard to the received Notions of the Country 


wherein he lives, which Modeſty and good Mau- 


ners commonly make Men pay ſome Reſpect to, 


than a late Writer in his Obſervations upon the 


Cbaracter of King David ; whom, though he 
bas been juſtly efteemed by all wiſe, religious and 
good Men, as the Man after God's own Heart, 
having been honoured with that Title by the Al= 
mighty himſelf, wwho alone is acquainted with the 
deep R 


eceſſes of the Heart, and therefore 1s the 
beſt Judge, who is his faithful Servant, and who 


not; yet this Writer has been pleaſed to repre- 


ſent him as the greateſt of Tyrants, and moſt pro- 


figate of Men; and to brand him with thoſe op- 
probrious Titles of Traitor, Ruffian, Murderer, 
Kc. thereby endeavouring to caſt a Slur upon 
thoſe ſacred Records of Truth, which repreſent. 


the Royal Patriarch under a quite different Cha- 
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muſt in the End affect the Doctrines of _ 
tianity, fince what tends to undermine the Vali- 
dity of the one, muſt likewiſe weaken the Evi- 

dence of the other. Beſides a worſe Endeavour, 
F any thing than this could be worſe, an Attempt 
to make the Almighty, who in almoſt every page 
of the ſacred Writings declares himſelf, not only 
by his Promiſes and Precepts, but likewiſe by bis 
Threatnings and Tudgments, of purer Eyes than 
fo behold Iniquity, to be the Patron of Vice and 
the Encourager of Immorality. An Attempt ſo 
 blaſphemous and profane, as muſt make every 
fincere Chriſtian and true Worſhipper of Him 
ſhudder and tremble, but barely to think of. 


Two learned and very ingenious Writers have 
obliged the World with Anſwers to this bold and 
audacious Writer; and have ſhewn him and o= 
 thers, that Sophiſtry and a meer Jargon of Words, 
though aſſerted with Impudence and a blaſphe= 
 mous Aſſurance, will never be able to undermine 
the 1mpregnable Fortreſs of Truth; and that 
thoſe Doctrines, which have God for their Au- 
thor, will always fland againſt the weak At- 
tempts of fallible Men, though in their own Opi- 
nions be they never ſo powerful and prevailing, 
Any further Attempts after two ſuch able Wri- 
ters * may be thought needleſs, eſpecially in one 
who cannot be thought able to publiſh any more 
convincing, Of that Nature indeed, the Au- 
*The Rev. Dr. Samuel Chandler, and the Rev. Mr. 
| Bilty Portens, Fellow of Chri/t College in Cambridge. 
e _ A 4 ther 


vin fle P NEHBEP ACE; 


thor of the following Sheets does not pretend to- 
But if be can offer to the Public any Argument 
to enforce and corroborate thoſe already publiſb- 
1 ed, he hopes (is Preſumption therein will be ex- 
| cuſed, not only by the learned Writers above- 
mentioned, (to whom he ſhall in this Work pa 
all proper Deferenc but hikewiſe by the World 
in general; ſince if any Ambition be pardona- 
ble, it certainly is that of appearing in Defence 
of our moſt holy Religion. I ſhall therefore, with- 
out any further ue enter upon the Subject 
of the following Treatiſe, wherein I ſhall endea- 
vscur, through the divine Aſſiſtance, to ſhew that 
David 16 by the inſpired Penman called, in a 
moral and religious Senſe, as well as a political 
one, the Man after God's own Heart, which, 
rf it can be proved, will tend, I ſhould hope, to 
make the Royal Patriarch's Character of more 
beneficia! Uſe lo Mankind ; as thereby Morality 
and true Religion will be more forcibly incul- 
cated, and the Truth of Revelation equally as 
firmly ęſtabliſbed. In order to which I ſhall 
beg leave to premiſe a few Obſervations con- 
cerning the Nature and State of the Jewiſh 
Government, which, before it commenced a regal 
one, we fhall find was a Theocracy, and in ſome 
Degree continued till the regal one was ęſta- 
 bliſhed in the Family of David. 
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PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE 
| CONCERNING THE f 
7 
NATURE ad STATE 4 
OF THE ] 
JE WISsH GOVERNMENT. 1 
FTUHE natural Depravity and Corrup- 
tion of Mankind ſhewed itſelf in 
nothing ſo clearly, as in that Pro- 
penſity Men in general expreſſed to Idolatry, 
which conſiſted chiefly in forſaking the one 
true God, and ſetting up other Gods formed 


out of their own Fancy, whoſe Natures and | | 
Attributes were agreeable to the Vices they 7 
were fond of, being directed therein as their 1 
own corrupt Humours led them. This we | 
have an Account of in a few Generations 
after the Flood, having then made ſo great of 
a Progreſs, as to infect even the Poſterity i 4 
of Shem ; for Terah, the Father of Abrqham, - = 
is on all Hands allowed to have been an Ido- 
e ary later, 


N 
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later, and in the Book of Jo/hua * is ex- 
preſly charged with having ſerved other 
Gods. This Evil, therefore, ſoon became 
ſo general, as to render a Stop being put to 
it impoſſible without the divine Interpoſi- 
tion. God, foreſeeing the dreadful Conſe- 
quences of ſuch Impiety, was pleaſed in his 
great Goodneſs to pave the Way for their 
Deliverance from it; in order to which he 
ſelected a Family, whom he decreed ſhould 
check the Courſe of this dreadful Conta- 
gion, and at once become both the Reſtorer 
and Aſylum of his true Religion. This was 
the Family of Abraham, who is, by way of 
Eminence, called by the Apoſtle St. Paul, 
the Father of the Faithful; of whoſe Life 
and Actions the ſacred Hiſtorian has given 
us a more full Account, than he did of all 
the other Tranſactions. that preceded his 
Birth. To this End he was ordered by God 
to leave his Country, his Kindred, and Fa- 
ther's Houſe, and to go to a Land which he 
ſhould ſhew them ; which Order, how ſe- 


vere and harſh ſoever it might be in itſelf, 


that illuſtrious Patriarch obeyed, and there- 


by proved himſelf worthy of receiving that 


gracious Promiſe the Almighty was pleaſed 

to give him; that in him and in his Seed, 

ſhould all the Nations of the Earth be 

bleſſed; which he afterwards accompliſhed 

and ' fulfilled, when our blefled Redeemer 
® Chap, xxiv. Ve 2. 


„ took 


Nature of the Jewiſh Government. 11 


took upon him our Nature, and became 
Man, being born of the Seed of Abraham, 
according to the Fleſh. ” 

After God had thus revealed himſelf to 
Abraham, and had afforded him ſufficient. 
| Manifeſtations of his Power, Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, he then proceeded to ordain the 
Rite of Circumciſion ; which he intended 
not only as a religious Ceremony, but like- 
wiſe as a political Inſtrument, in order to 
diſtinguiſh his true Worſhippers from thoſe, 
who had changed his Glory into an lmage 
made like to corruptible Man, and to Birds, 
and four-footed Beaſts, and creeping Things®*; 
which Rite, if any of his Poſterity ſhould 
diſobey, that Soul ſhould be cut off from 
his People. In- Obedience to this divine 
Command, Abrabam circumciſed himſelf, 
Thmael his Son, and all that were born in 
his Houſe, and all that were bought with 
his Money r. Thus was one Family reſ- 
cued from Idolatry, and become Servants of 
the living and true God, and Patrons of his 
Religion, which increaſed as his Poſterity 
multiplied; who, according to the divine 
Promiſe, in a few Generations after, in- 
_ creaſed to that Degree, that for Multitude 
they became as the Stars of Heaven, and as 
the Sand which is upon the Sea-ſhore. 
Then it was, that the Canaanites had filled 
up the Cup of their Iniquity, for which God 
£55: Rom. 1.23 + Gen. xvii. 23. = 

| I 


eſteemed as Part of that Duty which Man, 


12 A Preliminary Diſcourſe on 7he 
was determined to deſtroy them from off 


the Face of the Earth, and to give their 
Poſſeſſions, which, by their vile and abo- 


minable Practices, they had rendered them- 


ſelves wholly unworthy. of, to this his 

choſen People, that his true Religion might 

take Root and flouriſh in the Land. 
The Rite of Circumciſion was a ſufficient 


| Fence to preſerve one ſingle Family only in 


the Belief and Worſhip of the one true God, 
eſpecially as they were then but few in Num- 
ber. But when that increaſed and multi- 
plied, and therefore was obliged to be di- 
vided into many ſeparate ones, till at length 


from one Man there was ſprung a great and 


powerful Nation, the Almighty, in his in- 
705 Wiſdom, foreſaw it would be neceſ- 
ſary to add other Ceremonies, in order to 
preſerve them ſteady in the true Faith, 


eſpecially as that People, during their So- 


journing in Egypt, had been accuſtomed to 
behold Idolatry accompanied with Rites of 
the moſt ſuperſtitious Nature, for which 
they had likewiſe imbibed a very great 


Fondneſs and Veneration. On this account 


he ſubjoined the Ceremonial and Moral 


Law; the one as an Explanation of that 
which he had originally written on the 


Hearts of all Men, though it was then 


Pen defaced through the Corruption of 


2uman Nature: This therefore might be 
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Nature of the Jewiſh Government. 13 
by the Law of his Nature, owed his Crea- 
tor; the other was intended as a Guard to 
reſtrain them from ſwerving again into their 
former Licentiouſneſs, and through a Mul- 
tiplicity of Ceremonies to keep their Minds 
_ continually employed upon their Duty. 
They were likewiſe Types of that great 
End God had in View, viz. the Redemp- 
tion of Mankind by his only begotten Son 
Feſus Chriſt ; which was one principal Rea- 
ſon for the Almighty's ſeparating this Peo- 
ple from the reſt of Mankind, that it 

might be apparent frem whence our Lord 

ſprung. ten tet QT 
Some, who take every poſſible Opportu- 
nity that offers of depreciating Revelation, 
have objected to the moral Law as deliver- 
ed by Moſes, from the too viſible, they ſay, 
Imperfection of it. For how can we ſup- 
poſe that Law to come from God, the Foun- 
tain of all Purity and Holineſs, that con- 
nived at ſuch Things, which afterwards, 
under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, were ex- 
preſly prohibited? This Objection, (if it 
may be termed one) ariſes from not duly 
_ conſidering the Diſpoſition and Temper of 
the Iſraelites, at the Time when that Law 
was promulged. They, we ſhould conſi- 
der, had been accuſtomed to do every Man 
what is right in his own Eyes, except in 
not worſhipping of Idols, and in obſerving 
the Rite of Circumciſion, They were 
827 e ke⸗ 


can, 
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likewiſe in their Tempers and Diſpoſitions 
the moſt obſtinate, ſtiff-necked People un- 
der the Sun. Now we mult be very ſenſi- 
ble upon the leaſt Reflection, that few Peo- 
ple can be perſuaded to forſake all at once 
every darling Paſſion that is repugnant to 
Piety and Virtue ; a Taſk that too often ex- 


ceeds even the Power and Dread of Puniſh- 


ment. This therefore muſt be attempted 
gradually ; for it is only through long Ha- 
bit and Cuſtom, that Men are at laſt in- 


duced to entertain a favourable Opinion of 
what is rigkt. In a ſimilar manuer do we 
proceed in our temporal Concerns. When 


we are young and our Reaſon tender, our 


Parents are wont to look over our ſmall 
_ Faults, which, as we grow up, and our 


Judgment ripens, they expect ſhould be 
wholly laid aſide, on Pain of their Diſplea- 


ſure and Correction, in caſe we do not. 
So God eſtabliſhed the moral Law, with 
many Allowances to the weak and imper- 
fect State Men were at that Time in, which, 
as they grew ſtronger in the Habits of Vir- 
tue, and were more inured to Goodneſs, he 


thought proper to repeal, till at length he 


publiſhed one in every Degree perfect and 


ſuitable to the Nature of Man. For in this 


_ Senſe we may likewiſe apply St. Paul's Argu- 
ment, Gal. iii. 24. Wherefore the Law was 
our Schoolmaſter to bring us unto Chriſt. — 
But to proceed. 


The 
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The Almighty having eſtabliſhed this 
Fence againſt Idolatry, which he had like- 
wiſe guarded by Promiſes and Threatnings, 
he ordered the Mraelites to engage the Ca- 
naanites, and aſſured them of Succeſs, on 
Account of the great Wickedneſs and the 
abominable Impiety thoſe Nations were 
guilty of. This Command of God Iſrael 
obeyed, and. ſoon overcame and deſtroyed 
that unworthy People, and took Poſſeſfion 
of their Inheritance. Here they did not 
continue long in their Obedience, but ſoon 
became as unworthy as the former Inhabi- 


tants had been; for they learned their Works, 


and forſook the God who had done ſo great 
Things for them: They moreover polluted 
themſelves with all their Abominations, and 


cauſed their Children to paſs through the 


Fire to Meloch ; in fine, they ſacrificed unto 
Devils, and not to God, Thus did they 
fulfil that Prophecy of Moſes, that when 


Jeſburun was waxed fat, he kicked. This 
their Ingratitude and Rebellion provoked 
the Wrath of God againſt them; He there- 
fore, who had hitherto been the Rock of 
their Salvation, now turned his Face away 
from them, raiſed up Enemies againſt them, 


and delivered them into the Hands of thoſe 
that hated them. As nothing recals Peo- 
ple to a Senſe of their Duty, and reminds 
them of their Tranſgreſſions they have 
committed, ſo much as Affliction; there- 
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fore when theſe People found themſelves in 
Diſtreſs, they then laid aſide their Abomi- 
nations, and turned themſelves unto God. 
As God terribly demonſtrates the Infinity 
of his Juſtice towards the Incorrigible and 


Impenitent, ſo does he diſplay his infinite 


Mercies towards thoſe who are grieved for 
their Sins, and forſake them. He therefore 
pitied this People, when their Calamit 

came upon them, and they acknowledged 
him for their God; he accordingly raiſed 
up a Deliverer for them, who ſhould reſcue 


them from their Encmies, and put them 
again in a peaceable Poſſeſſion of their for- 
mer Country. To the Government of this 
Perſon, as a grateful Acknowledgment for 


the Services he had done them, did they 


ſubmit themſelves, and gave him the Name 
of Judge; which Office was not hereditary, 
but ceaſed with the Death of the Perſon 
upon whom it was conferred, and was not 
again renewed, till they were in the like 


calamitous Circumſtances. Under this Form 


of Government they continued till the Days 
of Samuel, when, becauſe his Sons did not 


walk with the ſame Uprightneſs and In- 
tegrity that he had done, but turned aſide 


after Lucre, and took Bribes and perverted 
Judgment, they demanded of him to ſet a 
King over them, to judge them like other 


Nations. This was only a. plauſible Pre- 


tence they made uſe of to colour over the 
5 hy Impiety 
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Impiety they were guilty of, in thus reject- 
ing God from being their King; becauſe, 
from the Caſe of the Sons of Eli, which had 
happened not long before, they could not 
but be certain, that the Almighty would 


not permit ſuch evil Judges long to oppreſs 
them unpuniſhed. The ſad Effects of this 


their Diſloyalty they ſoon after experi- 


enced. | 


The great Age and Infirmities of Samuel, 


and the evil Diſpoſition of his Sons having 


furniſhed, we ſee, the Maelites with a Pre- 
text for requeſting a King, that they might, 
in this Particular at leaſt, reſemble their 


Neighbours ; though really this their Re- 


queſt proceeded rather from their being in- 


lenſible of the Honour they enjoyed above 
the reſt of Mankind, in being under the 


peculiar Government of God himſelf ; and 
fooliſhly, nay impiouſly imagining, that 
their being ſo often conquered by their 
| Neighbours, was chiefly, if not wholly, ow- 
ing to that particular Mode of Government 
they lived under; but never once reflecting 
that their own Crimes were the Cauſe of 
the others Succeſs. This Ingratitude of 
theirs was highly diſpleaſing to the Al- 
mighty; upon the Prophet's therefore ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to God in this unpleaſing 
Conjuncture, he received the following An- 


ſwer ; Hearken unto the Voice of the Peo- 


ple in all that they ſay unto thee ; for they 
e 


have 


#| 


diſpleaſing to 


become ſo rebellious and diſloyal, he aſſured 
them, they ſhould be convinced of the Dif- 


i8 A Preliminary Diſcourſe on the 


have not rejected thee, but they have rejectg- 


ed me, that I ſhould not reign over them * ; 
but at the ſame time was ordered to lay 
before them the many Diſadvantages at- 
tending that regal Power they ſo earneſtly 
requeſted. Samuel therefore, in Obedience 
to the divine Command, repreſented to them 
the many Grievances and Hardſhips they 


would be obliged to ſuſtain from the arbi- 
trary Power of the Monarch, whom they 
ſo impatiently deſired to have over them. 


Now it is natural to imagine, that the pa- 


thetic Deſcription Samuel gave them of the 


Nature of the imperious Government of the 


Eaſtern Monarchs, would have made ſuch 
an Impreſſion on them, as to have wholly 
deterred them from proſecuting their de- 
ſigned Intention; eſpecially when he, at the 
ſame time, acquainted them, how highly 
the divine Majeſty the Pro- 

poſal was they had made, viz. To have 
another King beſides Himfelf, whom they 


had ever found both willing and .able to 
rote& them, as long as they continued o- 


bedient, againſt their moſt powerful Ene- 


mies, and who had upon their Repentance 
and Amendment always delivered them ou 
of their Diſtreſſes; but now, ſince they 


terence ; for whenever they ſhould groan 
* 1 Sam. viii. 7. | 


E 


under 


2 4 6 bur _ , P — — 1 
Wh F e * P REPO N 
N — FF 8 F „ 23 N „ VVV 2 12 
FFF vr 8 Rights” 3 = 3 . ob LL I OG 6 \ 
5 1 . 8 8 *4 3 * 2 . 8 e 6 $A + 3 3 N 2 q ; Pt 8 N 
X 9 5 % 3 Ne A BEE CE Ae e N n 
n d ã e COSTCO 
n ö n N 85 E 4 S 
r r 4 8 
* N n > op 


85 


Nature bf the Jewiſh Government. 19 
under the Tyranny of their Kings, and in 
that Calamity ſhould implore his Aſſiſtance, 
he would then be deaf to their Intreaties, 
and not hearken to the Voice of their Prayer. 
To this Speech of the Prophet they how+ 
ever paid no Regard, but continued ſtill ob- 


ſtinately to inſiſt upen having their Requeſt 


granted them; and without ſtaying to hear 
what the Prophet had further to alledge, 
tumultuouſly cried out, Nay, but we will 


| have a King over us, that we alſo may be 
like all the Nations; and that our King may 


judge' us, and go out-before us; and fight 
our Battles. Samuel, perceiving that they 


paid no Regard to the Arguments he had 


urged againſt their intended Project, applied 


himſelf again to the divine Majeſty, and 
declared to him the firm Reſolution of the 
People. The Almighty ſeeing they would 


not be convinced by Reaſon, ordered the 
Prophet to hearken unto their Voice, and 
ſet over them a King, the Tyranny of whoſe 
Government might perhaps afterwards con- 


' vince them of the Reaſonableneſs of that 
Objection, the Force of which now they 


would not in the leaſt conſider. Upon this 
the Prophet returned to the People, and 
diſmifſed them for the preſent to their re- 
ſpective Cities, with a Promiſe that they 


ſhould have a King to reign over them. 


The firit Monarch the Almighty ap- 


pointed to reign over his choſen People, 


3 was 


1 
3 


20 A Preliminary Diſcourſe on the f 
was Saul the Son of Kiſb, of the Tribe of 
Benjamin, a mighty Man of Power; who 
was a choice young Man and a goodly, and 
there was not among the Children of H rael 
a goodlier Perſon than he; from bis Shoul- 
ders and upwards he was higher than any of 
the People x.. From this Deſcription of 


the divine Hiſtorian, concerning Saul the 


firſt King of 1rae/, we may obſerve, that 
he has wholly confined himſelf to his exte- 


rior Form, without taking the leaſt Notice 
of his mental Qualifications and Endow- 


+ #T 4 8 42 


be a means of their incurring his Anger and 


Diſpleaſure; ſince it was more than proba- 


ble, that they who had already been guilty 
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ſo entangled therein, that they are o 
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of ſuch frequent and open Rebellions, would 
not ſcruple complying with their King in 
any thing he ſhould propoſe to them, whe- 
ther agreeable to the Law of God or not. 
This we ſhall in the Sequel find was lite- 
rally fulfilled. Saul indeed, upon his firſt 
Acceſſion to the Throne of ac, appears 
to have been very diffident of himſelf, and 
to have entertained a proper Regard to the 


Law of his God; but he was not fo happy 


as to continue long in the fame Diſpoſition _ 


of Mind: For by the Time he had reigned 


two Years over Iſrae/, we find him facri- 
ficing contrary to a Command given him 
by Samuel, whom he knew to be a Prophet 
of the Lord, and therefore could not but 
be ſenſible that what he had ordered, was 


by divine Appointment. If he had not af- 
terwards repeated his Diſobedience, this 
his firſt Crime might perhaps have been 
_ excuſed ; but his Behaviour in the Affair of 
 Amalek, was in ſuch direct Oppoſition to the 


Command of God, that he, from that Time, 


rejected him from being Captain over his 
People. From this Example we are in- 


ſtructed, how fatal the leaſt Deviation from 
Virtue is. People ſeldom grow deſperately 


wicked all at once; but by habituating them- 


ſelves to a Courſe of Sin, they are at _ 
ten 
prevailed upon to commit thoſe, which at 


their Initiation, as it were, they would have 


B 3 trembled 
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trembled at the Thoughts of: How care- 
ful then ought we to be of firſt giving Way 
to any corrupt Luſt or Appetite; for after 
we are once engaged, we ſhall find it very 
difficult to draw back; and our Paſſions by 
Indulgence will in Time become ſo uncon- 
querable, that to ſay, Hitherto ſhalt thou 
come, and no further, we ſhall find as dif- 
ficult to accompliſh, as it would be to re- 
ſttrain the foaming Waves of a raging and 
tempeſtuous Sea. The Truth of this we 
' ſhall ſee more ſtrongly fulfilled, when we 
ſhall come to conſider the unhappy Affair 
of David with regard to Uriah the Hitlite. 
But to return from this Digreſſion. | 
To Perſons who are unacquainted with 
the divine Oeconomy under the Jet Go- 
vernment, the Proceedings of the Almighty 
towards this firſt Monarch of 1frae/ appear 
difficult to be accounted for. This indeed 
wholly proceeds from their not rightly com- 
prehending the Nature of the Crime he had 
committed; to underſtand the true State of 
Which, it will be neceflary to turn back to 
that Time, when the Haelites firſt came out 
o the Land of Egypt. The Cafe now was 
this: The Amalekites, hearing that the Lord 
had brought his People out from thence, 
immediately formed a Deſign of oppoſing 
their Paſſage. In order to execute their 
Purpoſe, they employed Scouts to diſcover 
their March, which, as ſoon as they had 


a done, 
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done, they ordered the Body of their Army 
to advance, and attacked them in the Rear, 
in order that they might aſſault thoſe whoſe 
Infirmities had obliged them to remain in 
that Situation. This Skirmiſh was ſoon 
followed by a general Engagement, in which 
Jeſbua diſcomfited Amaick and his People 
with the Edge of, the Sword; for as in this 
Oppoſition they had made againſt J/-ae/, 
they oppoſed God himſelf, who had taken 
them under his Guide and Protection, they 
ſoon experienced the Truth of this Expreſ- 
ſion in Fob ix. 4. Who bath hardened bim- 
ſelf againſt him, and hath proſpered? After 
the Almighty had thus given them Vic- 
| tory, he commanded e to preſerve a 
faithful Account of it, in order thereby that 
Joſbua his intended Succeſſor might be ſen- 
ſible, that the Amalſekites were by divine Pre- 
ordination to be extirpated from the Face 
of the Earth. The Almighty indeed did 
not immediately inflict this Puniſhment 
upon Amalek, that he might ſee whether 
his Forbearance would bring them to a 
Senſe of their Duty, or they were hardened 
beyond all Hopes of Amendment: He per- 
mitted them therefore to remain unmoleſted 
for the Space of four hundred Years; when 
finding them as incorrigible as ever, and 
being not forgetful of the unworthy Treat- 
ment they had ſhewn towards his People, 
upon their Departure out of Egypt, was 
B 4 e 


24 A Preliminary Diſcourſe on the 

now reſolved to exterminate them from the 
Face of the Earth, By this Inſtance of di- 
vine Mercy towards an abandoned People, 
we are furniſhed with two excellent Leſ- 
ſons of Morality : Firft, Never to ſuffer our 
Reſentment againſt any who may have in- 


jured and offended us, to tranſport us ſo far 
beyond the Bounds of Reaſon and Modera- 


tion, as immediately to execute our Ven- 
re on them; but rather, thro' our 
orbearance, afford them an Opportunity 


of making us ſome Amends; and in caſe 
they do, to forgive them, and for the future 
live in Friendſhip with them. Secondly, 
We are hereby inſtructed to amend our 
Lives, and by our Repentance ævert the 
Judgments of God; being from hence aſ—- 


ſured, that if, notwithſtanding the Prohi- 
bitions and Threatnings we may have re- 


ceived, we ſhall ſtill continue abandoned, 
that tho he may for ſome Time ſuſpend our 
Puniſhment, yet he will certainly execute 
his Vengeance upon us at the laſt. | 
This Command of extirpating this aban= 
doned People was given to Saul, as God's 
Vicegerent in inflicting the divine Puniſh- 
ment. He therefore could not but be ſen- 
ſible that he was to execute the divine Pur- 


poſe according to the full Letter of it ; and 


1n caſe of his Diſobedience, he ſhould draw 
down the Diſpleaſure of his God againſt 
him. But that, it ſeems, had not ſo great 
— i ns Weight 
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Weight with him, as a Fear of incurring 
the Diſpleaſure of his People, if he ſhould 
thwart their Wills and Inclinations. Con- 


trary therefore to all Senſe of Duty, and in 
a direct Oppoſition to a poſitive Command 
juſt before given him by God, he complies 


with their Humour, and ſpared not only 
Agag, but preſerved likewiſe the beſt of the 


| Spoil, but what was vile and refuſe, that 
they utterly deſtroyed. The Sin then that 
Saul was hereby guilty of, was an Offence 
of a moſt capital Nature, viz. the ſparing 


an Enemy, and the Prey of an Enemy, that 


God, as King of Iſrae/, had expreſly com- 
manded him to deſtroy. His Crime then, 

conſidered in this Light, appears to be what 
the Prophet expreſly called it, Rebellion, 
and Stubbornneſs. The Sentence there- 


fore which Samuel pronounced on him by a 


Command from God, muſt be allowed to 
be truly juſt and equitable : -Becauſe thou 
haſt rejected the Word of the Lord, He 
| hath alſo rejected thee from being King. 
For tho! Saul in a ſtrict Senſe could not be 
expreſſy chargeable with the Crimes the 


Amalekites were guilty of ; yet his obſtinate 


Diſobedience to the divine Command, made 
him deſerving of the ſame Puniſhment, 
- which he ſhould have inflicted on thoſe 

Idolaters. | 


Moreover, from this Inſtance of Diſobe- 


dience, and that other he had not long be- 
e | fore 
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fore been guilty of, he diſcovered a Re- 
fractorineſs of Diſpoſition, and no Deſire 
of complying with the divine Inſtitutions 
of the Jewiſh Religion. A Temper which 
rendered him as wholly unfit for the Go- 


vernment of Iſrael, as a Prince of the Ro- 


miſh Perſuaſion would be to govern in Eng- 


land. Theſe Conſiderations therefore, 1 


ſhould hope, will fully juſtify his being re- 
jected by God, and the Conſequence there- 


of ; the Government being tranſlated from 
his Family to another, after his Death. In- 
deed it is ſaid, that he repented ; but from 

the whole of his future Conduct, it appears, 
that his Repentance proceeded rather on 


Account of his Rejection from the Throne 
of 1/rae/, than from any juſt and proper 


Concern he was under for the Crime which 
he had been guilty of. And therefore, like 
Eſau, he found no Place for Repentance, 


though he ſought it carefully with Tears. 


This Inſtance then ſhould make us careful 
to be ſincere in the Sorrow we expreſs for 
our Sins, which ſhould conſiſt in a Hatred 
of them, as they are diſpleaſing in the Sight 


of God, and not wholly on Account of the 


fatal Conſequences that may attend them 


with regard to ourſelves. 


The Almighty having rejected Saul from 


being King, or his Vicegerent over 1/-ael, 
on Account of the Rebellion he had been 


guilty of, in diſobeying the divine Com- 
F „ 


wt," 
a+." x 


Nature of the Jewiſh Government. 27 
mand given him by the Prophet, orders Sa- 
muel not any longer to mourn for him, he 
being filled with Sorrow for the Crime his 
Sovereign had been guilty of, but that he 
ſhould fill his Horn with Oil, and go to 
the Houſe of Jeſſe the Berblehemite ; for, ſays 
he, 1 have provided me a King among his 
Sons. This Commiſſion appeared to the 
Prophet to be attended with great Hazard 
and Danger, being ſenſible, that all the Con- 
cern Saul had expreſſed for the Crime he 
had committed, proceeded more from a 
Fear of his loſing the Crown, than a Senſe 
of the Guilt he had incurred in what he 
had done ; and he was moreover perſuaded 
from the Diſpoſition he had often obſerved 
in him, which was naturally impetuous, 
cruel and vindictive, that he would aſſu- 
redly revenge himſelf on the Perſon who 
ſhould attempt to transfer the regal Power 
from him to any other. Theſe his Appre- 
henſions appeared to him to be fo well 
grounded, that in his Anſwer to the Al- 
mighty, he ſaid, How can I go? if Saul 
hear it, he will kill me. The Almighty 
therefore, that his Servant might eſcape the 
Danger that threatened him, ordered him 
to conceal his real Purpoſe and Deſign in 
coming to Bethlebem, where Je lived, by 
taking with him an Heifer, and ſaying he 
came to ſacrifice unto the Lord. For it 
was cuſtomary at that Time that the Pro- 
phet 
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phet ſhould offer Sacrifices, ſometimes in 
one Place, and ſometimes in another, in or- 

der to preſerve and keep up amongſt that 

People, who were naturally ſo very 3 to 

Idolatry, the Belief and Worſhip of the one 
living and true God. 


But before I proceed any further in this 
Narrative, I beg leave firſt to remove an 


Obje&ion which Infidels have raiſed con- 
cerning this Order of God to his Prophet, 


which is this: That God commiflioned Sa- 


nue! to make uſe of an Untruth in order to 


_ deceive his Sovereign, that he might, with 
more Eaſe and Safety, be guilty of Rebel- 


lion againſt him. But here, let me afk 
them, of what Untruth was Samuel guilty ? 


Did he not then offer Sacrifice ? If we read, 
we ſhall find that he ſanctified 7% and his 


Sons, and called them to the Sacrifice. 
Here therefore was no Untruth, nor any 


Appearance of any. And as to the other 
Commiſſion which God had given him, he 
had no Buſineſs or Authority to mention it, 
till the Time came that he was to put it in 
Execution. Beſides, this was no more than 

what common Prudence adviſed him to; 


and I know of no divine Command that 


forbids fuch a Proceeding. For where two 


Ends are propoſed in any particular Com- 


miſſion, a Perſon may without any Viola- 
tion of Truth declare the one, and conceal 
the other. As to the other Part of the 

OS Charge 


Ry 


EY. 
7 


mandment of the Lord his 
ſays he, would the Lord have eſtabliſhed thy 
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Charge brought againſt him, viz. his being 


ouilty of Rebellion againſt his lawful Sove- 
reign, they who talk in that Manner are 
intirely ignorant of the Nature of the Jew:/þ 
Government. It was in Fact a Theocracy, 


as I have already obſerved ; and tho God, 


in Compliance with the Requeſt of his 
People, appointed them a King, as his 
Vicegerent, yet that Grant did by no Means 
ſuperſede: that Authority which he origi- 


| nally had over them. Beſides, when he 
appointed Sau! to be King over IJſrael, he 
fixed him too his Time of Probation, and 
according as he acted in that Time, fo was 
the Kingdom to be eſtabliſhed in his Hands. 
And that Saul took it with this Proviſo, 
plainly appears from his making no Reply 


to Samuel, when he told him upon the firſt 


Tranſgreſſion he had been guilty of, that he 


had done fooliſhly in not keeging the Com- 


Jod; for now, 


Kingdom upon Irael for ever, but now thy 
Kingdom ſhall not continue; the Lord hath 


ſought him a Man after his own Heart, and 
the Lord hath commanded him to be Cap- 


tain over his People, becauſe thou haſt not 
kept that which the Lord commanded thee. 


As Saul therefore did not obſerve the Con- 


ditions by which he was to have eſtabliſhed 
himſelf upon the Throne of Jracl, he was 


= — juſtly and lawfully rejected by God; and 


Samuel, 


0 = 38 A Preliminary Diſcourſe on the 
Samuel, in anointing another to ſupply his 
Place, as God had commanded him, can- 
not, by any Arguments that I know of, be 
declared guilty of Rebellion; no more than 
if Deputies appointed by our Sovereign to 
that | ws ſhould, by virtue of ſuch a 


1 Commiſſion, depoſe the Lord Lieutenant of 


| Ireland for Rebellion or any other flagrant 
1 „ Crime. But to proceed. 18 
1 Samuel being come to Bethlehem, con- 


FR Ancted himſelf agteeably to the Directions 
Al | he had received from God; but his unex- 
RV pected Arrival there, at firſt greatly alarm- 


A ed the Inhabitants of that City, being ap- 
BF prehenſive that he was come, either to de- 
-nounce ſome terrible Calamity againſt them 
from God, or elſe was fled from the Face 
of Saul; which, if they ſhould receive him, 


might involve them in the like Fate with 


himſelf. Samuel, however, ſoon relieved 
them from their Fears, by aſſuring them, 
that he came in a peaceable Manner, and 
to offer Sacrifice unto the Lord. This Aſ- 
furance of the Prophet's immediately eaſed 


gladly received a Man, whom they conld 


7 only as he was a Prophet of the Lord, but 
1 likewiſe as they knew him to be remarka- 
N ble for his ſingular Piety and Goodneſs. 
Samuel then exhorted the Elders to pu- 
1 tify themſelves, that they might enjoy Com- 
| i | + e | munion 
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them of their Apprehenſions; and they 


i not help honouring and reſpecting, not 
1 


Wet 


do well to conſider, who ſeem to plac 
whole of Religion in external Rites and Ce- 
remonies only, and who think that coming 
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munion with God, by partaking in the Sa- 
crifice that was now to be offered. No Pu- 


rity is ſo acceptable to God, as that which 


flows from the Heart ; which bog _ 
ace ti 


to Church, and receiving the Sacrament, 


will atone for an immoral Life; but I muft 
inform them, that where the Life of Reli- 


gion is wanting, v/2. true inward Pity, 
our religious Ceremonies will no more im- 


part Holineſs to us, than the meer waſhing | 
of Garments among the Jews could impart 


the leaſt Purification to them. This men- 
tal Purity, however, may require the Con- 
comitancy of ſome external Rites: In or- 


der therefore to avoid the Imputation of 


Hypocriſy, becauſe ſome are wont to make 


a bad Uſe of them, we are by no means to 


negle& ur religious Ordinances ; nor be- 


. cauſe we are too often unworthy to be Pars 


takers at the Lord's Table, are we intirely 
to refrain from coming there. Our Duty 
is rather to render ourſelves fit by reform- 


ing our Lives; for otherwiſe, in order to 


avoid being guilty of one Sin, we ſhall ren- 


der ourſelves obnoxious to the Guilt of an- 


other. 
To this Sacrifice, which the Prophet held, 
were Jeſſe and his Sons invited; and they 


all came, except the youngeſt. . It appears 


by 
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by the 1oth and 11th Verſes of the 16th 
Chapter of the firſt Book of Samuel, that 
eſſe had eight Sons. But the Author of 
the firſt of Chronicles mentions but ſeven. 
In order to render theſe Writers conſiſtent 
with one another, ſome Commentators have 
imagined, that one of the eight Sons men- 
tioned in Samuel, was only an adopted Son, 
and therefore is not ranked by the Author 
of the Book of Chronicles amongſt his Chil- 
dren. The Name of this adopted Son, they 
ſay, was Jonathan. But here I think the 
are miſtaken ; for that ay wi was David's 
Nephew by his Brother Shammab. The 


cleareſt Solution therefore, of this Difficulty 
now. under Conſideration, is, that one of 


Teſſe's Sons was dead, before David came to 
JJ... 
After the Sacrifice was over, Samuel or- 


dered all the Sons of Jeſſe to paſs before 
him, that he might know which of them 
it was, that the Lord had choſen to be Cap- 
tain over his People. Eliab therefore, his 
eldeſt Son, was preſented before the reſt of 


his Brethren to the Prophet; who beheld 
him with Admiration, and concluded that 


ſo amiable and majeſtic a Youth muſt cer- 
tainly be the Perſon whom God had ſe- 
lected to ſway the Sceptre of Mael. But 


the Prophet, by a divine Suggeſtion, was 
ſoon made ſenſible, that the divine Majeſty 
did not pay ſo much Regard to the outward 


* 


; Perſon, 


that the youngeſt of 
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Perſon, as he did to the inward Motions 
of the Heart. For, ſays he, the Lord ſeeth 
not as Man ſeeth; for Man looketh on the 
outward Appearance, but the Lord looketh 
on the Heart. And here I beg leave to re- 
mark how differently the Almighty pro- 


ceeded in the Manner he choſe the ſecond 


Monarch of J1ſrae/, to what he had done 
when he elected Saul. One evident Reaſon 
for which ſufficiently juſtifies the divine 
Procedure therein, v/2. That he appointed 
Saul over them as a Puniſhment for their 
Crime in rejecting him; but, in Pity and 
Compaſſion to the Calamities which Saul 
had involved them in, he was now deter- 


mined to ſet over them a Monarch, who 


ſhould perform all his Will, and deliver 


them out of the Hands of all their Ene- 


mies. In which Senſe he likewiſe intended 
him as a Type of the bleſſed Redeemer of 
Mankind; who, by his precious Death upon 


the Croſs, ſubdued all our Enemies, and 


made us triumphant over 
proceed. 55 
Eliab therefore being 


ath. But to 


ithdrawn, eſſe 


| cauſed fix of his other Sons to paſs before 
Samuel; but the Prophet received freſh In- 


timations from Heaven, that he had not 
yet ſeen the Perſon intended for the Throne 
of racl. He then enquired of Je, if 
thoſe were all his Sons, and was anſwered, 
all was then keeping 
8 of 


34 A Preliminary Diſcourſe on the 
of Sheep. The moſt celebrated Comman- 
ders were anciently taken from the Plough, 
or from feeding Sheep, as Pliny obſerves 
Nat. Hiſt. lib. xviii. cap. 5.) Fortiffim! Viri, 
& Milites ſtrenuiſſimi ex agricolis gignuntur. 
And Vegelius accordingly declares, Aptio- 
rem armis ruſticam plebem. Samuel, upon 


this Information, immediately ordered Da- 
vid to be ſent for; who, as ſoon as he ap- 


eared before the Prophet, he was ordered ; 
y God to ariſe and anoint him; upon 


which, he took the Horn of Oil, and 
anointed him before his Brethren. The 
Prophet, however, did not actually inveſt 


David with the regal Power by this Cere- 
monial ; but it was only a Defignation of 
him to ſucceed to the Throne after the 
Death of Saul : And David always under- 
ſtood it with this Limitation, and confider- 
ed Saul as the Lord's Anointed as long as 


he lived. Which likewiſe tends to remove 
all Imputation of Diſloyalty in Samuel to- 
wards Saul, ſince in this whole Tranſaction 


no Step was taken to dethrone him. Thus 
have I taken a View, as I propoſed, of 


the State of the Jewiſh People, from their 


firſt Call in Abraham, to that Time when 


the Government was fixed in the Family 
of David; which I thought to be neceſ- 


ſary, as it might be a Means of explain- 
ing to us many of the Actions of David, 
whoſe Life and Character I now proceed 
eee e 750 
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to conſider; and ſhall endeavour to clear 
him of thoſe vile Aſperfions, which, by the 
ſober and thinking Part of Mankind, are 
thought to be as cruel as they are unjuſt, 
and to ſhew a manifeſt Contempt of Him, 
Who has declared him to be the Man after 
his own Heart. 
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SECTION THE FIRST. 


N treating of the Character of Devi 
1 een, to conſider him in three Par- 
ticulars: Firſt, With Reſpect to his 
Conduct towards Saul and his Family; 

Secondly, His Behaviour in the many Wars 
he was engaged in with the Enemies of V, 

rael; and, Thirdly, His Repentance on Ac- 

count of the Crime he had committed in the 

Affair of Uriah the Hittite : In all which ſe- 
veral Particulars I hope to ſhew, that the 
Character of the Royal Patriarch was truly 

1 1 * 
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deſerving of that diſtinguiſhed Title with 
which he was honoured by the Almighty 
himſelf, of being the Man after his own 
Heart. The Reaſon for my not conſider» 
ing his Character more at large, but confin- 
ing myſelf to theſe Particulars only, is, that 
other Writers, who have before treated of 


this Subject, have already ſaid what is ſuf- 


ficient to vindicate the other Parts of his 
Conduct, and have therein clearly demon- 
ſtrated how little Groupd they had to cen- 


ſure him on their Account; Beſides, theſe 
being the principal ones, wherein he is 


thought by many, Friends as well as Ene- 
mies, to be hardly capable to be exculpated, 
To enter therefore upon the firſt, 


After God had rejected Saul from being 


King over 1/-ael on Account of his Diſobe- 
dience, the divine Hiſtorian informs us, that 


the Spirit of the Lord departed from him, 
and an evil Spirit from the Lord troubled 
him. Many and various have been the Opi- 
nions of learned Men concerning this Paſſage 

. 


of Scripture: Some have imagined, that 


Mind of this unhappy Prince was agitated 


by malignant Impreſſions from ſome Demon; 


While others have maintained, and J think, 
not without ſome Reaſon, that he was afflict- 


ed only with a gloomy, penſive Melancholy, 
which infuſed imaginary Horrors into his 
Mind; which ſometimes rendered him ti- 


rious 


- 


morous and diſtruſtful, at other Times fu- 


e : 
. 


es. 
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rious and diſtracted ; but filled him always 
with Anxiety and painful Solicitude, and 
made him tremble and rage at different In- 
tervals: However, which ever Opinion be 
eſpouſed, of this we may be certain, that he 
was now abandoned by that divine Spirit, 
which came upon him at his firſt Deſigna- 
tion to the Throne, and continued with him 


till this Time; to this we may likewiſe add, 
that the ſevere Threatnings which had been 


pronounced againſt him by Samucl, might 
tend to diſorder his Mind with diſmal Ap- 


prehenſions, which might alſo be increaſed 


by the Jealouſy he now conceived of that 
Prophet. The Cure thought of, for this 


terrible Diſorder of his Mind, was Muſic, 


which has been known to produce ſurpriz- 


ing Effects on the Bodies, as well as Minds 
of Men; and, I believe, nothing can be 
better adapted to that Purpoſe. 


His Ser- 


vants therefore intreated him to ſeek out a 
Man, who was a cunning Player on the 


Harp, that when this Diſtemper of the 
Mind was upon him, he might play, and 


thereby divert his Thoughts from what 


now diſordered them, and conſequently be 
a Means of rendering him calm and ſerene. 
Saul, whom we may imagine under ſuch 
_ melancholy Circumſtances, was ready to em- 
| brace any Expedient that ſhould be offered 


for his Relief, willingly hearkened to the 
s gave him, and imme- 


Advice his Domeſtic 


C4 


diately 


up, was, we may make no Doubt, ſpoke 


from the Veracity of the Speaker, who could 


ſhould not anſwer the Character he had 


\ 
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diately iſſued forth Orders, that a Perſon 
_ for this Office ſhould be ſought for. 

pon this the divine Hiſtorian informs us, 
that one of the King's Servants, who was 
then preſent when this Propoſal was made, 
anſwered and faid, Behold, I have ſeen a 
Son of Jeſſe the Bethlebemite, that is cunning 
in Playing, and a mighty valiant Man, and 
a Man of War, and prudent in Matters, 
and a comely Perſon, and the Lord is with | 
him. This is the firſt Account the Scrip- 
ture has given us of the Character of David; 
and from all his amiable Qualities and Ac- 
compliſhments being thus at once reckoned 


by a Friend of his, who might be very de- 
firous of introducing him to Court. This 
Circumſtance, however, does not at all abate 


not but be ſenſible, that if the young Man 


given of him, he muſt draw upon himſelf 


the Anger and Diſpleaſure of his Prince; 


which I fancy few Courtiers would be de- 
ſirous of doing, eſpecially if the Maſter was 
of that furious Temper, which this firſt 
Monarch of Iſrae/ is deſcribed to be of. 


| Beſides, had it not been true, ſome of the 


other Servants of Saul, who, in all Proba- 
bility, were no Strangers to either David or 
his Character, would ſoon have informed 
their Maſter, if they had known any thing 
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amiſs of him, in order to ingratiate them- 


| ſelves more into his Favour. And laſtly, 


from the Manner in which he ſummed up 
David's Character, there is great Reaſon to 
believe that he N a pious, good Man; 
one who had a Regard for the Honour of 
his God, and the Welfare of his Maſter. 


F or he very judiciouſly argued from David's 


great Succeſs in his Undertakings, that, 
though he might manage them with great 
Prudence; yet he could not have been ſo 


conſtantly proſperous, if God had not 


bleſſed him. Saul too was ſo well con- 
vinced of the Truth of what his faithful 


Servant had told him, whom beſides he had 


never found to have deceived him, that he, 
without the leaſt Heſitation, immediately 
ordered David to be ſent for, and found fo 
much Relief from his Muſic, and was more- 


over ſo greatly pleaſed with his Behaviour, 
that he ſoon conceived a very great Affec- 
tion for him, and made him his Armour- 


bearer, a Poſt of the firſt Diſtinction. In 
this manner did it pleaſe Providence to pave 
the Way for his faithful Servant's Aſcent to 


the Throne of Tfrael. 


| Here indeed "it may be objected, that 
Eliab, David's eldeſt Brother, who might 
be ſuppoſed to be better acquainted with 
his real Character than any Stranger could; 


accuſes him of Pride and Naughtineſs of 


Heart. This Objection may indeed eaſily 
be 
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be removed, and would ſcarce have deſerved 
any Notice to have been taken of it, had it 
not been neceſſary in this my Deſign of vin- 
dicating David's Character, to wipe off, if 
I can, every Stain that has been thrown 
upon it, and which other Writers have 

taken little or no Notice of. Now any 


impartial Perſon, who carefully and with 


due Attention reads that Part of the Hiſ- 
tory of David, wherein this Tranſaction is 
recorded, but muſt eaſily diſcover the Rea- 
fon of Eliab's thus accoſting his Brother. 


When Jeſſe had firſt imparted to his Sons 


the Cauſe of Samuel's coming down to Berh- 
lebem, viz. to anoint one of them, whom 


the Lord ſhould chuſe, to be King over 1/- 


rael, each of them was in Hopes that he 
might be the Perſon, Eliab eſpecially, being 
the firſt born. But after they found them 
ſelves all rejected by the Prophet, and the * 


Preference given to David, their youngeſt 
Brother, and that he was anointed King 
over Jjrael, it afforded them, we may be 


ſure, no ſmall Mortification, and they on 
that Account greatly envied their Brother. 


'This therefore produced no ſmall Degree of 
Animoſity among them; for which Reaſon 


their Father ſent the three eldeſt of them 


to follow Saul to the Battle, for there was 


then War between 1/rae/ and the Philiſtines, 


that he might hereby remove the Jealouſy 
that ſubſiſted between them: Having at the 


ſame 
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ſame Time perhaps ſome ſecret Hopes of 
their raiſing themſelves by their prudent 
Conduct and Bravery, to ſome high Poſt of 
Honour and Profit. During their Stay 
there, their Father grew anxious to know 
of their Welfare, and therefore ſent David 
to them, with a Preſent from him; and, 
at the ſame Time, ordered him to fee how 
they fared, and to take their Pledge. Da- 
vid, in Obedience to his Father's Com- 
mand, took the Preſent, and went to his 
Brethren. As ſoon as he arrived at the 
Army, the Hoſt was going forth to the 
Fight, and ſhouted for the Battle. David's. 
Spirits (for he ſeems to have naturally been 
very courageous) were greatly animated on 
this important Occaſion ; and therefore, 
that he might not be delayed, he left his 


Carriage in the Hand of the Keeper, and 
with all the Alacrity and Speed imaginable 
ran into the Army, and came and faluted 
his Brethren. Whilſt he was there in Diſ- 
courſe with them, Goliab, the Champion 


of the Philiſtines, came out and defied the 


God of 1/rael, in the Hearing of David; 


from whom the J/rae/ztes fled, as they would 


from the Face of a Serpent. Some of them 


a little recovering themſelves, and obſerv- 
ing David, aſked him, whether he had as 
et ſeen this Giant, who came to defy V 


rael? and then immediately informed him 


of the Reward the King had promiſed to 
5 e the 
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the Man who ſhould by killing him take 
away this —_—_— from Iſrael. Our young 
Hero, who had before been ſtruck with a 
pious Indignation againſt this blaſphemous 
Reproacher of the living God, upon hear- 
ing the Reward promiſed to ſo meritorious 


an Action, and, at the ſame Time, revoly- 
ing in his Mind what the Almighty had 


foretold to him by his Prophet, viz. that 


he ſhould one Day be King over his People, 


thought, and with great Reaſon too, that 
Providence might have ſent him upon that 


Occaſion, in order to bring into Execution 
the great Deſigns he had'in View with Re- 


gard to himſelf. David therefore aſked the 
Perſon, who had been juſt informing him 
of this Circumſtance, to repeat to him the 
Reward promiſed by the King to the Per- 


fon who ſhould kill this uncircumciſed Phi- 
liſtine, and take away the Reproach from 
Jfrael ? For who is he, ſays the pious Youth, 
that he ſhould defy the Armies of the living 
God? To which Queſtion of David's, the 
People anſwered as before. 

Eliab, who was fully acquainted with 
what God had determined concerning his 


Brother, on- which Account he had for a 
long Time envied him in his Heart, and 


bore him no little Grudge, which was ſome- 

thing increaſed too by his own Diſappoint- 
ment, hearing David thus ſolicitouſly en- 
quiring about the Reward the King had 


- 


_ promiſed 
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promiſed to the Perſon who ſhould kill this 
Phililine ; and fearing too leſt his Brother, 
from his natural Bravery, ſhould be encou- 
raged thereby to undertake this bold Enter- 
prize, could no longer conceal his Malice, 
and the Reſentment he had conceived a- 
gainſt him, but thus ungeneroully diſcou + 
raged him, and tauntingly ſaid to him; 
Why cameſt thou down hither ? and with 


whom haſt thou left thoſe few Sheep in the 


Wilderneſs ? I know thy Pride, and Naugh- 


tineſs of thine Heart; for thou art come 
down, that thou mighteſt ſee the Battle. 


From this View then of this Speech of 


Eliab's, I ſhould think, the impartial Reader 


cannot but conclude, that it reflects nothing 


upon the Character of David, ſince it pro- 


ceeded, we ſee, wholly from Malice, Envy, 
and ill Nature. It ought rather to retort 
upon Eliab, the Pride and Naughtineſs of 
whoſe Heart are very clearly diſcovered 
from it. This many would have done; 


David, however, was not ſo ungenerous; 
nor yet was he diſcouraged from his Pur- 


poſe by theſe unkind Reflections, but juſti- 


5 fied his former Diſcourſe, as he well might, 
ſince no Man, no not Eliab himſelf, had the 


Courage to wipe off the Infamy, which Go- 
liah had caſt upon them all. 

This brave and undaunted Behaviour of 
David made very different Impreſſions upon 
others, who heard and obſerved what he 

did 


-vÞ * 
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did and ſaid. Some of them at length in- 
formed the King of the Courage of this 
Youth, whoſe Curioſity was ſo far raiſed by 
this Account of him, that he immediately 
ordered him to be brought into his Pre- 
ſence. The young Son of Jeſſe was no 
ſooner before his Sovereign, than he endea- 
voured to animate him with the ſame De- 
gree of Confidence that had poſſeſſed him- 
ſelf; for he was certain that God Almighty 
would never ſuffer this uncircumciſed Hea- 
then to reproach him and his Religion un- 
puniſhed. The King could not but admire 
the Intrepidity of this Youth; yet, as he 
had not the ſame pious Confidence with 
 Dawid, he endeavoured to diſſuade him 
from this too hazardous Enterprize, as he 
thought him on Account of his Youth and 
Stature no Match for the Champion of the 
 Philiflines. To this David replied, that, 
when he kept his Father's Sheep, there 


came a Lion and a Bear, and took a Lamb 


out of the Flock, and he went out after 


him and ſmote him, and delivered it out of 


his Mouth; and when he roſe againſt him, 
he caught him by his Beard, and ſmote and 
flew him. The fame gracious Providence, 
therefore, that preſerved thy Servant 1n this 


Time of Danger, ſays he, and enabled me 


to deſtroy thoſe two ſavage Beaſts that at- 
_ tempted my Life, would, he did not diſ- 
traſt, empower him likewiſe to overcome 
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this uncircumciſed Philiſtine, ſeeing he had 
defied the Armies of the living God. As 
all Objections were now filenced by this 
firm and pious Confidence of David's, that 
God would as certainly render this Ph:/:ſ- 


tine as impotent before him, Saul imme- 


diately conſented to his Requeſt; and as 
nothing is more apt to rekindle in our 
Breaſts the almoſt expiring Embers of De- 
votion than Adverſity, ſo now the King, 
who before had ſeemed to have þeen un- 


mindful of the Providence of God, being 


apprehenſive of the dreadful Conſequences 
that would accrue to him and his People, 


ſhould David fail of Succeſs, earneſtly im- 


3 the divine Aid and Aſſiſtance in this 
JJͤ;ö'—ÖW oi 

The King. then ordered his Servants to 
arm David with his Armour, and to put an 
Helmet of Braſs upon his Head, and to arm 


with a Coat of Mail. Our Hero, who had 
never been thus accoutred before, found his 


warlike Habiliments very embarraffing, and 


no Way ſuited to the Manner of Combat he 
had in View. He therefore laid them aſide, 


and took his Shepherd's Staff in his Hand, 


and choſe him five ſmooth Stones out of the 


Brook, and put them in a Shepherd's Bag, 
0 5 N / - | . h py N 
which he had, even in a Scrip, and his 


Sling was in his Hand, and he drew near 


to the Philiſtine. Goliab no ſooner ſaw this 


Stripling, and was informed that he had 


chal- 
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challenged him to ſingle Combat, than he 
was moved with the utmoſt Indignation at 
the Contempt that was hereby ſhewn him, 
and the Menaces he had thrown out; and 


was on this very Account ſo far tranſported 


with Anger and Paſſion, as to curſe David 


by his Gods, and to threaten him to give 
his Fleſh unto the Fowls of the Air, and 


the Beaſts of the Field. To which taunt- 
ing Speech the Son of Je replied, Thou 
comeſt to me with a Spear, with a Sword, and 


with a Shield, Inſtruments very proper to be 


uſed, where the Arm of Fleſh only is con- 


cerned ; but I come to thee in the Name of the 
Lord of Hoſts, the God of the Armies of II- 


rael, whom thou haſt defied. By a Commiſ- 


ſion from Him, who commands all Crea- 
tures in Heaven and Earth, and with a full 


Aſſurance that He, who is the Almighty 


Leader and Protector of thoſe Armies, 
whom thou haſt ſo often impiouſly inſulted 
with thy Reproaches, will deliver thee, 
enormous as thou art for Strength and Sta- 
ture, into my Hands: And the Reaſon of 
my coming thus unarmed before you, is, 


that all this Aſſembly may know that there 
is a God in Mael, who ſaveth not with 
Sword and with Spear; and therefore the 
Victory which we doubt not of obtain- 


ing, we ſhall piouſly aſcribe to Him, to 


whom only it belongs. For the Battle is 
| the 


W 
Wy 


5 


the Lord's, and he will give it into our 
Hands *. 

David had no ſooner uttered this Predic- 
tion, than he as ſoon juſtified it by the 
Event; for as the Philiſtine proudly ſtepped 
forward, in order to deſtroy our young Hero, 
he launched aStone with ſo unerringan Aim, 


Forehead, battered his Skull, and ſunk deep 
into his Brain. Thus did the Almighty, by 
the Hand of his Servant, revenge himſelf 


Him and his Providence ; and the People 


of this audacious Boaſter, who had ſo often 
defied his Creator. I have dwelt rather 


Life of David; which, if I am not miſ- 


taken, I think happened between the Time 
of his firſt being recommended to play be- 
fore him, in order to divert his Melancholy, 
and the Time when afterwards he became 


. 


8 might properly be ſaid to be the Lord's, becauſe he had 
| commanded them to he extirpated. Strigelius here notes 


therefore puniſhed with Madneſs ; becauſe when his 
Father Telamon had pioutly adnioniſhed him, as he went 
F War, to behave with Courage and Bravery, but yet 
to hope for Victory from God alone, impioully replied, 
«© That Cowards might overcome by the Help of the 
Gods, but he doubted not to be victorious without 
their Aid.“ ns 5 
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” that it whirled like a Thunderbolt upon his 


upon this profane and impious Defier of 


were preſented with the deſpicable Remains 


long upon this remarkable Inſtance in the 


* The War againſt the ſeven Nations of Canaan 


out of Szphocles, the profane Spirit of Ajax, who was 


D = his 


| 


guilty of any Contradiction. 


50 Reflections ON the Moral and 


his Armour-bearer : Becaule it ſhews us the 
true Reaſon of Saul's becoming ſo fond of 
Dawid, as never to ſuffer him to return 
home again, but to make him his Armour- 
bearer, that he might be continually in his 
Preſence. That Circumſtance of Saul's aſk- 


ing Abner, the Captain of his Hoſt, whoſe 


Son David was, has cauſed many to ima- 
gine, that the King had never ſeen this 
young Man before, and therefore the divine 
Hiſtorian is guilty of a Contradiction. To 
which I beg Leave to anſwer, That the King 
never enquired of Abner, who David him- 
ſelf was, but who was his Father? whom 


he might either never have heard of, or, 


ſuppoſing he had, he might eafily forget 
that Circumſtance, ſince he had been fo 


greatly diſturbed with Melancholy, and his 


Kingdom was likewiſe in ſo great Danger 
from the Wars. Beſides, ſo great a Space 
of Time might have intervened between 
David's Diſmiſſion from Court, and that in 
which he now appeared there, that he, be- 
ing a Stripling, might be fo altered with 

| Regard to the Growth of his Shape, Beard, 
Fc. that the King at firſt Sight might not 


recollect him, eſpecially conſidering the 
great Diſorders he was commonly under 


when David was before him. Theſe Con- 


ſiderations, I ſhould hope, will ſufficiently 
vindicate the divine Hiſtorian from being 


David 


IX . 
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David was now, by the divine Interpo- 
ſition, become one of Saul's Family, where 
he behaved himſelf with ſo much Prudence, 
that his royal Maſter ſet him over the Men 
of War, and he was accepted in the Sight 
of all the People, and alſo in the Sight of 
Saul's Servants; nay Jonathan, the King's 
Son; conceived ſo great an Affection for 
him, that he made a Covenant with him, 
becauſe he loved him as his own Soul. 
No we cannot ſuppoſe; that all the King's 
> Servants, and eſpecially his Son, ſhould en- 
= tertain ſo great a Liking to this Stranger, if 
they had not perceived him to be of a truly 
worthy Diſpoſition, a Man who acted upon 
Principle, and who, in all his Actions; teſ- 
= tified a religious Awe and Reverence of the 
divine Majeſty: To imagine this their Re- 
gard and Approbation could proceed from 
any other Motive, is not only fooliſh, but 
wicked; for we do not find that even theſe, 
after they found out their Sovereign's Diſ- 
like to him, ever accuſed David before him 
of any Crime; in not doing of which, if 
he had been really guilty of any, they would 
have proved themſelves treacherous Ser- 
= vants to their royal Maſter ; and had ſuch 
their Remiſineſs been diſcovered by him, 
would really have juſtly incurred his Diſ- 
= pleaſure. But as this was not the Caſe, we 
will now enquire what were the Grounds 
= Ds: for 
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tor the Change of the King“ Behaviour to- 
wards David. - 


SECTION THE SECOND 


HE divine Hiftorian informs us, that 

after ſome Time had paſſed, Saul 
thought proper to celebrate David's Victory 
over Goliab, and, in Conſequence of that, 
over the Philiſtines. On this public and 
joyful Occaſion, he and his whole Court 
judged it right to honour their victorious 
Leader, by accompanying him to Feruſa- 
lem. He then carried the Head of Gol:ah 
there, upon the Sight of which, the People 
were greatly tranſported ; and as they were 
going, the Women came out of all the Ci- 
ties of 1/rael, ſinging and dancing, to meet 
the King, with Tabrets, with Joy, and with 
Inſtruments of Muſic. On theſe remark- 
able Occaſions it was cuſtomary to cele- 
brate, in Songs and Hymns of Praiſe, the 

_ glorious Acts that had been atchieved. 
Theſe Women therefore, agreeable to ſuch 

| a Cuſtom, alternately celebrated their late 
glorious Victory; and as they played, they 
anſwered one to another, and ſaid, Saul 
hath ſlain his Thouſands, and David his ten 
| Thouſands ; for they thought they could not 
aſcribe too much to him, who had wrought 
ſuch a great Deliverance for them. But 
the King, who was naturally of a very 
jealous 1 


E 


4 


_ Religious Character of King DAVID. 53 
jealous Temper, and extremely envious of 
any extraordinary Praiſe that was given an- 
other, though very deſervedly, eſpecially 


when it was greater than what was adſcribed 


to himſelf, was greatly diſpleaſed at this 


Compliment of the Women to David, and 
began to be ſuſpicious, that they would in 
a little Time advance him to the Throne, 
whom they had ſo highly extolled above 
their Sovereign. This Suſpicion too was 


in a good Meaſure increaſed, on his refle&t- 


ing upon what Samuel had before told him 
God had determined to do, on Account of 
the Diſobedience he had been guilty of. 
Beſides, he might have had ſome flight In- 
timation given him, that the Prophet had, 
by the Command of God, anointed David 
to be King in his Room ; which might be 
one Reaſon for his having pretended that 
great Affection for him, in order the better 
to diſpatch him, when a convenient Oppor- 
tunity ſhould offer itſelf. Many Inſtances 
of a ſimilar Behaviour we may have ſeen 


under the Reigns of jealous Princes, eſpe- 


cially when there has been a Perſon, who 
has had a better Title to the Crown than 


themſelves. This then was the Foundation 


of the King of Ihaels Anger towards this 


his faithful Servant, which it was impoſſi— 


ble David could hinder, as he could not 


foretel what would happen ; and in caſe he 
had, he could not poſlibly foreſee the dread- 
. — 
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ful Effect it would have upon his royal Maſ- 
ter. Here therefore can be no Blame laid 
upon David, as he was not at all acceſſary 
to the obtaining this Compliment from the 
Women; nor did he, that I can find, give 
the leaſt Encouragement to it. However, 
on this Account, his Sovereign ever after 
ſeverely perſecuted him; and had he not 
been ſignally protected by his God, who 
would not permit the Jealouſy of an en- 
raged Monarch to defeat his divine Purpoſe, 
had certainly been deſtroyed by him. 


But now let us ſee in what Manner this 


much injured Man returned this ungrateful 
Uſage of his royal Maſter. When Saul at- 
tempted twice to murder him, by throw- 
Ing his Javelin at him, whilſt he was play- 
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ing upon the Harp to him, in order to di- 1 


vert his Melancholy, do we find that David 
ſought to revenge himſelf upon him, as too 
many in his Circumſtances, and with his 


Expectations, it is to be feared, would have 
done? No, nothing like it; he only both 


Times avoided him, by quitting the Room 
where he was ſitting, and piouſly addreſſing 


himſelf to God, that he might not fall a 


Victim to his Rage: Nay afterwards, we 
do not find that he even ſo much as up- 
braided him with ſuch his Behaviour to- 
wards him, How few now-a-days would 
in the like Circumſtances act in the Manner 


_ theſe 
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Religious Character of King Da vip. 55 
theſe ſhall take upon themſelves to cenſure 
his Conduct, and abuſe his Memory, even 
in thoſe very particular Parts of it, for which 
he deſerves moſt juſtly to be commended ; 
thereby ſhewing, that a virtuous Character 


gives them not ſo much Pleaſure, as the 
endeavouring to find a Flaw in that Cha- 


rater. The Reaſon why Characters of this 


noble Stamp with David's are ſo diſpleaſ- 


ing to Mankind in general, is, that they 
reprove their own degenerate Lives, which, 


ſooner than be at the Trouble of reform- 


ing, they will depreciate the others all 


they can. Whether this be following that 


truly Chriſtian Precept our Saviour has left 


ns, v/Z. Doing as we would be done unto, 


I will leave them to determine. Yet theſe 


Men ſet up for Moraliſts, and pretend to 


undeceive Mankind, and free them from 


_ thoſe Fetters which Religion has bound 
them with. To the more effectual accom- 
pliſhing this their Deſign, they ſcruple not 
to call in Queſtion the Authority of the ſa- 
. cred Writings, and endeavour to repreſent 
thoſe Characters recorded in them, which 
the Almighty has rendered ſacred by his 
Approbation, as the moſt infamous and a- 
bandoned. Amongſt theſe, the Character 


of David has met with the ſevereſt Fate, 
But to proceed. 1 5 5 
Saul's Reſentment againſt David in a 


ſhort Time became ſo violent, that he was 


To 4 —— * 
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at length obliged to hide himſelf from him. 
During this his Concealment, his Brother 
Jonal han, who was likewiſe his faithful and 
ſincere Friend, came to comfort him in his 
Diſtreſs. Conſcious of his own Integrity, 
he appeals to this worthy Man, whether he 
had deſerved this Uſage ? What have I done ? 
ſays he; What is mine Iniquity ? and What 75 
ny Sin before thy Father, that he ſeeketh my 
Life? And then generouſly adds, If thou 


findeſt Tniquity in me, and thinkeſt me worthy 
/ Death, flay me thyſelf : He defired not to 


live, if his Friend could prove him guilty 
of any Crime for which he ought to die. 
Here I ſhould have thought, that the moſt 
inveterate Malice could find nothing to 
blame, but muſt, though unwillingly, be 
forced to applaud this noble and unreferved . 
Behaviour of David: Yet even this Part of 


his Character is not left unattacked, but he 


is accuſed of having ſeduced Jonathan from 
the Duty and Allegiance which he owed to 
Sal, as his Father and King. In order to 


ſee whether there be any Ground for ſuch 
an Accuſation, let us examine the Conduct 


of Jonathan on this Occaſion ; and I make 


no Doubt of being able to ſhew, that it is 
as falſe as it is malicious. 


After Jonathan found that David was 
obliged to fly from his Father, in order to 
preſerve his Life; and knowing that this 


much injured Man had given his Father no 4 
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Religious Character of King DAviD. $7 
Reaſon for ſuch cruel Treatment, he re- 
ſolves, like a true Friend, to viſit and com 
fort him in this his Diſtreſs: Where, as 
ſoon as he came, his Friend appealed to 
him, Whether he thought him guilty of 
the Crimes laid to his Charge, or not; and 
if in his Opinion he was, himſelf to inflict 
the Puniſhment he thought he deſerved. 
To this Appeal of David, Jonathan nobly 
anſwered, God forbid ! thou ſhalt not die: 
Which was the ſame as if he had ſaid, 


God, who knoweth all Things, knoweſt 


thy Innocence ; therefore I beſeech him to 
protect thee from Harm, ſince thou haſt 
done nothing worthy of Death. David 
then proceeds to beg of his Friend, that he 
would permit him to be abſent from the 
King's Table till the third Day, becauſe in 


that Time it might be diſcerned, whether 


the King was more favourably inclined to 
him than heretofore. This Requeſt he 
granted him; and at the fame Time pro- 


| miſled to inform him, whether Evil was de- 
termined againſt him by his Father, or not. 


What Act of Difloyalty is here? What 


Want of Affection or Duty? All Jonathan 


did in this Caſe was, only to preſerve the 
Life of a worthy Man, who had been greatly 


Injured by his Father, and keeping him 


from ſhedding innocent Blood, which he 
knew muſt be odious in the Sight of God. 
In Anſwer. to this, an Adverſary here ſays, 

| c That 
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6 That granting Jonatban, in this Particu- 


& lar alone, was not guilty of Diſloyalty, 
e yet as it was accompanied with a Cove- 
e nant between theſe two, that David ſhould 
e be King of 1/-ael in the Room of his Fa- 
« ther, which was direct and open Rebel- 
*« lion in both againſt their lawful Sove- 
ec reign.” A bold and confident Aſſertion 
of any particular Word or Action amongſt 


many, too often gives it the Appearance of 
Truth, though it has no other Circum- 


ftance whereby to maintain its Ground. 
That this is the Caſe here, I ſhould hope, 
may very eaſily be ſhewn. For, firſt, let 
me aſk him, Where does he find ſuch a Co- 
venant? I am ſure, no where in the ſa- 
cred Writings. Jonathan, indeed, being ac- 
quainted with the divine Purpoſe concern- 
ing David, piouſly aſfures him, That he 
will be no Hindrance to it, leſt he ſhould 
be found to fight againſt God; but that, 
after the Death of his Father, he ſhould 
peaceably aſcend his Throne, and that the 
Lord would then be with him, as he had 
been with his Father. He then proceeds 
to beg of him, that when he ſhould thus 
be ſettled upon the Throne, and all his Ene- 


mies ſhould be cut off from before him, yet 


then he would not cut off his Kindneſs from 

his Houſe for ever. To which David bound 
himſelf by an Oath, which, we ſhall after- 

ward ſee, he very religiouſly obſerved. 
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Religious Character of King Davin. 59 
Now let me aſk this ſtrenuous Aſſertor of 
Morality, what Act of Rebellion theſe two 
worthy Men were guilty of in this whole 
Tranſaction ? In order to incur the Impu- | 
tation of that Crime, they ſhould, I think, 2 
hape determined to dethrone and murder 
Saul, and to ſet up David in his Stead. But 
we find no ſuch Determination, nor do we | 
ever hear of any ſuch being put in Execu- 
tion. If there was any Act of Diſloyalty, 
it was in Jonathan againſt himſelf, by giv- 
ing up his own Right, if he had any, to 
the Crown of Hrael, to David, which ſome — 
perhaps may think he could not lawfully 
do. But Jonatban was not even guilty of 
this; for his Father did not aſcend the 
Throne of Hrael by Heirſhip, but was elect- 
ecd King by the Almighty. The Govern- 
ment therefore could not become heredi- 
tary, till He, who had firſt inveſted him 
= with it, had made it ſo. This, in all Pro- 
| => bability, the divine Majeſty would have 
done, had Saul fulfilled the Terms upon 
which his Creator had advanced him to the 


 »# Throne; but as he broke his Part of the 
Covenant, he thereby forfeited all his Fa- 
g mily's Pretenſions to the Government. The 
Part therefore, that Jonathan acted on this = 
= Occaſion, was only in Obedience to the 
divine Command, which God afterwards 
highly rewarded, by preſerving his Name 

and Poſterity in 1/rae/, The Man then, 
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who accuſes him of Rebellion in this Tranſ- 
ation, would have had him actually re- 
belled againſt his Maker ; for ſo he muſt 
have done, had he acted otherwiſe than he 
did *. | | 
How unjuſtly then has this truly worthy 
Character been traduced by Rancour and 
Malice ? and what a noble Defender of the 
Honour of God muſt this Man be reckon- 
ed, who would have commended a Man 
for ſecuring the Poſſeſſion of the Throne 
of Iſrael to himſelf and his Heirs, contrary 
to the Will of his Creator ? For I can at- 
ſign no other Reaſon that can-induce him 
to treat with more Favour and Candour the 
Character of Saul, than that of his Son Jo- 
nathan, unleſs it be their very difterent Be- 
| haviour. I hope enough has been ſaid to 
clear theſe two worthy Perſonages of thoſe 
heavy Crimes laid to their Charge by him, 


whom neither Religion, Juſtice, Candour, | 


nor any other laudable Motive, will oblige 


* What Hecuba ſaid in Eurypides is exaQly true in 
this amiable Friend of David, and in Saul his Father: 
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A wicked Man ne'er ceaſes to be ſo, 
But the good Man lives upright all his Days; 
Nor can Calamity corrupt his Nature, 
He lives a Bleſſing, and he knows no Change, 
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— to keep within the ſacred Bounds of Truth. 
— But to proceed on in David's Character. 


SECTION TA THIRD. 


1 UL not contented with having ob- 
Y liged David to flee his Court, but his 
Malice againſt him grew ſo inveterate, that 
he determined to purſue him; and, by 
every poſſible Method that he could think 
of, was reſolved to diſpatch him. He there- 
fore, in order to execute ſuch his wicked 
Purpoſe, 700% 3ooo choſen Men cut of all N- 
rael, and went to ſeek David and his Men 
upon the Rocks of the wild Goats. And he 
came to the Sheep-cotes by the Way, where 
was a Cave; and Saul went in to cover his 
Feet, and David and his Men remained in the 
Sides of the aufe on os 


Pro- 


Saul's covering his Feet, is commonly thought to 
ſignify his retiring thither to eaſe Nature; which Opi- 
nion the learned Dr. Chandler has eſpouſed, in his Vin- 
 diation of King David. But I think, with Submiſſion | 
=: to the Doctor, the Words are capable of another Mean- 
ing. The Syriac and Arabic Verſions, which are no 
contemptible Authorities, interpret the Expreſſion in a 
= very different Manner from our Tranſlators, viz. That 
Saul went to ſleep there, And it is highly probable, 
that Saul being greatly fatigued with his eager and al- 
©X molt inceſſant Purſuit, firſt of David, then of the Phi- 

Mines, and now of David again, both needed and de- 
"3 fired the Refreſhment of Sleep; God alſo diſpoſing him 
= thereunto, that David might have this notable Oppor- 
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Providence, we ſee, conducted Saul into 
one of thoſe Caverns, about which David 
reſided, in order to give his faithful Ser- 
vant an Opportunity of clearing himſelf of 
Diſloyalty and Rebellion againſt his Sove- 
reign; and, at the ſame Time, to afford 
the World with an Inſtance of the greateſt 
Generoſity that is to be met with in Hiſ- 
tory, either ſacred or profane; though at 
the Hazard of becoming the Victim, not 
only of Saul's Rage and Fury, but likewiſe 
of his Servants Reſentment, for thus reject- 
ing the only Opportunity he might poſſi- 
bly ever have of ridding himſelf of his Ene- 
my, and putting himſelf into a Condition 
of rewarding their Services. Had David 
been the Man his Enemies would repreſent 
him, would he have let ſlip this fine Op- 
portunity of ſatiating his Ambition and Re- 
venge, by deſtroying his Enemy, and there- 
by ſecuring his own Life, together with the 
Kingdom? Many Reaſons might have been 
urged to juſtify ſuch a Conduct, to almoſt © 
the moſt ſcrupulous Perſon alive; nay, even | 
the Law of Self-Preſervation would almoſt © 
have countenanced ſuch a Procedure: But 


tunity to demonſtrate his Integrity: And the Seaſon 
perhaps being hot, Saul might chuſe rather to ſleep in 
the Cave, for the Benefit of the Shade. His being a- 
ſleep too, afforded David a better Opportunity to cut off 
the Skirt of his Garment, than if he had gone upon 
the Purpoſe abovementioned. i 

David 
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David goes toftly up to him; and, inſtead 
of killing him, as many in the like Cir- 
cumſtances would have done, only cuts off 
the Skirt of his Garment; for which, as 
ſoon as he had done it, he expreſſed an un- 
common Remorſe, eſteeming it an Indig- 
nity, or at leaſt a Want of due Reſpect to 
regal Authority, though he meant no more 
by it than to give his Father-in-Law- an 

unexceptionable Proof of his Innocence and 
filial Duty. As ſoon therefore as Saul had 
XZ quitted the Cave, David called after him in 
the moſt tender Manner, and intreated him 
not to entertain ſuch unworthy, and there- 
fore undeſerved Suſpicions of him, nor to 
© liſten to the malignant Whiſpers of defama- 
"ZZ tory Tongues; ſince he had now given him 
ſeo ſignal a Proof, how much his Soul ab- 
*  horred the Crimes with which he was fo 
unjuſtly charged. Jap Sha 
The Merit of this noble and truly gene- 
rous Procedure of David has by his modern 
Enemy been wholly taken away. For he 
EX will not ſcruple to aſſert, that David ated 
caunningly in this Affair,“ being certain, that 
bc he could entertain no Hopes that the Jews 
would receive for their King a Man, who 
X © ſhould embrue his Hands in the Blood of 
c the Lord's anointed, and therefore he only 
e privately cut off the Skirt of Saul's Robe, 
Land ſuffered him to depart in Peace.” 
But what Interpretation, how forced ſo- 
„ | | | | | | | eve 5 
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ever, is there, that Malice will not invent ? 
Had this Tranſaction been recorded by an 
Heathen Hiſtorian, of any Greek or Roman, 
how highly would it have been applauded ? 
But becauſe it is found in our Bible, and 
told of a Perſon whom we are commanded 
to reverence, becauſe he was juſtly eſteemed 
a Favourite of the Almighty, ſome finiſter # 
Motive or other is immediately invented, in 
order to depreciate from the Worth of the 
Action. But here let me aſk this Critic, 
From what Part of the Hiſtory of the 
raelites does he find that they were ſo very 
ſcrupulous, as to have made a Conſcience 
of refuſing David to be their King, in Caſe | 
he had put Saul to Death? If we look into 
the Book of Judges, Chapter the gth, we 
ſhall find that Gideon, who had by his Con- 
duct and Bravery, under the Direction of 
the Almighty, delivered 1/rae/ out of the | 
Hands of their Enemies, and therefore had 
deſerved as well of them as Saul could poſ- 
ſibly have done; yet no ſooner was he dead, 
than they joined Abimelech in his Conſpi- 
racy, when he flew all his Sons, except the 
youngeſt, and after that made no Scruple of 
appointing him to be Judge over them. 
Here is an Inſtance, we ſee, almoſt parallel 
to this of Saul and David, and yet we do 
not find the Jews fo conſcientious as this 
Writer would have us imagine they are. | 
This then could be no Motive with David 
10 
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in the Caſe before us; but that more noble 
one; which he alecges to his Servants, and 
by which he kept them from killing their 
Sovereign: The Lord forbid that I ſhould do 
this Thing unto my Maſter, the Lord's anoint- 
ed, to flretch forth my Hand againſt him, ſee- 
ing he is the Lord's anointed. Nay, we ſhall 
not find even Sau ſo inveterate againſt him 
as this Man is; for he ſaid to David, after 
he had ſhewn him the Skirt of his Gar- 
ment, which he had cut off, and had done 
him no further Harm, Thou art more rigb- 
teous than I; for thou haſi rewarded me Good, 
whereas I have rewarded thee Evil: And thou 
haſt ſhewed this Day, how that thou haſt dealt 
well with me; foraſmuch as when the Lord bad 
delivered me into thine, thou killedſt me not. 
For if a Man find his Enemy, vill he let 
bim go well away? Wherefore the Lord re- 
'* quite thee Good for that thou haſt done unto me 
= this Day. „ „ 
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Now had there been any Reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect him of the other Motive, why did not 
Saul upbraid him with it, and apprehend 
him, as he had at his firſt ſetting out in- 
tended ? But David's Conduct, we ſee, ap- 
peared ſo different in his Eyes, to what it 
does in thoſe of our modern Critic, that he 
diſmiſſed him with a Bleſſing; and at the 
ſame Time affured him, that he was ſenſi- 
dle that he ſhould ſurely be King, and that 
the Kingdom of Yael ſhould be eſtabliſhed 


in 


any of the Patriarchs, if he ever does in- 


66 Refeclions on the Moral and 

in his Hand. And as a farther Proof of his 
hitherto unexampled Generoſity, and filial 
Duty and Affection, he requeſted him to 
ſwear, that he would not revenge the Inju- 
ries he had done him upon any of his Chil- 
dren; but that he would ſhew the ſame 
Pity and Compaſſion towards them, as he 
had juſt now teſtified for him. David very 
readily gave him the Satisfaction he deſired, 
and ſwore unto him; after which they part- 
ed, Saul returned home, but David and his 
Men gat them up unto the Hold. The 
Author of the Life of David is at a Loſs | 
| how to account for this Conduct of Saul 
towards David; and thinks, that the Mean» þ 
* neſs of Saul's Anſwer to his Harangue, | 
© muſt be owing to his having ſtrayed from 
* his Men, and David's catching him at 
« fo great Diſadvantage.” But this is 2 
Suppoſition, for which we have not the 
leaſt Ground in Scripture. The divine Hiſ- 
torian mentions nothing like it: For David 
did not accoſt Saul, till he was got out of 
the Cave, and was joined to his Men. I 
would therefore 30115 this Author, before 
he ſets down again to write the Hiſtory of 


tend it, that he would not ſuffer his Ill- na- 
ture and Prejudice to run away with his 
Reaſon, leſt ſome Antagoniſt ſhould find | 
him upon ſuch his Scouts, and oblige him, 
if ever he deſires to pay any Regard to 

2 1 1 common 
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common Decency, to retract ſome of his 
Aſſertions, or elſe to be eſteemed not a 
faithful Hiſtorian, but a moſt infamous and 
malicious Libeller. 

There is a proyerbial Saying, the Truth 
of which every Day's Expetience evinces, 
That Men engrave Injuries on Marble, 


7 | © while they write Benefits only on Sand ? 
The Meaning of which is, that though there 


is no Crime of a blacker Dye than Ingrati- 
| tude, yet there is none that Men are of- 
| tener guilty of. Of this there never was a 
more flagrant Inſtance than in the Caſe of 
Saul and David: For though that Prince 
had lately received from the unfortunate 
| David, the nobleſt Inſtance of Kindneſs and 


'F Generoſity that was ever recorded in Hiſ- 
= tory, be was actually indebted to him for 
. his Life, yet he intirely diſregards it; and, 


1 he had in Fact never ive any 


by 15 jury from him, yet his Malice againſt 
tg becauſe he was a better Man than 
himſelf, and on that Account was deſigned 


by the Almighty for the Throne of Iael, 


7 vas ſo great, that it oyercame every other 
A Conſideration, and made him ſet cy Yong 


in Purſuit after this much injured 

and though he had not long before ac- 
| knowledged his Error, and made him ſwear 
that he would be good to his Poſterity ; 


1 Vet now again e declares himſelf his 


E 2 Enemy, 


68 Reflections on the Moral ane 
Enemy, and ſeeks to deſtroy him, who had 
but juſt before ſpared his own Life 
When David was firſt informed of this, 
he appears unwilling to give any Credit to 


it, not imagining that any Man could be 


guilty of ſuch Baſeneſs. But ſending out 
Spies, in order to inform himſelf of the 
Truth of this Affair, he ſoon underſtood 


that Sau! was come in very deed, with. a | 
Detachment of 3000 choſen Men, which | 
was the ſame Number he had with him in 
his laſt Expedition. David, whoſe Bra- | 
very was in every Reſpect equal to his Ge- 
neroſity, having obſerved in what Manner 
Saul's Army was diſpoſed, aſked two of his | 
Officers, Abimelech the Hittite, and Abiſhai 
the Son of Zeruiah, and Brother to Jab, 
which of them would accompany him thi- 
ther? Upon which Abiſbai, who ſeems to 
have been the moſt intrepid of the two, de- 
clared, without the leaſt Heſitation, that he 
would attend his General upon this ha- 
zardous Enterprize; for David was confi- 
dent that the ſame God, who had hitherto 
protected him, would ſtill be his Defence in 


this Time of Danger. 


Here I beg Leave to make an Obſervation, 
leſt People ſhould be apt to draw a falſe In- 
| ference from this Conduct of David with 
Regard to themſelves. They may perhaps, 
from this Example, think themſelves juſti- | 
” fied in needleſsly expoſing themſelves to 

3 | rs oe Dangers, * 
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Religious Character f King Davin. 69 
Dangers, at the Hazard of their Lives, in 
Expectation that the Almighty is to reſcue 
them from them. But this, I muſt inform 
them, is a particular Inſtance, and not to 


be made a general Example of. Beſides, 
David here had juſt Reaſon to expoſe him- 


ch wards him, in thus purſuing after him. 
But for People to run themſelves into Dan- 
gers, without any juſt Cauſe or Reaſon, and 
then expect God ſhould reſcue them from 
them, is tempting the Almighty, inſtead of 
EZ placing a religious Confidence in Him. Now 
the Chriſtian Religion forbids us to tempt 
the Lord our God; if therefore, after ſuch 
2 Prohibition, we will ſtill continue thus to 
provoke God, we mult then expect to meet 
with the fatal Conſequences of ſo wicked 
and fooliſh a Conduct. But to return from 
this Digreſſion. VV 
As ſoon as David and Abiſhai were come 
to the Place where the Army lay, they per- 
ME ceived Saul was aſleep within his Tent, and 
X Abner and the Soldiers in the ſame Condi- 

tion about him. Abiſbai, who appears to 
have had a great Value and Reſpect for Da- 
vid, and was therefore enraged againſt Sau! 
on Account of his unworthy Behaviour to- 
wards him, was eager to diſpatch him, and 
thereby free him from any farther Care and 
3 5 „ Danger. 
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70 Reflections on the Moral and 
Danger. This Day, ſays he, hath God delj. 
vered thine Enemy into thy Hand. Now there. 
fore let me ſmite him, I pray thee, with the 
Spear, even to the Earth at once; and I vill 
not ſmite him a ſecond Time. But David's 
Piety and Duty were -as ſtrong as before; 
influenced by their Motives, he would by no 
Means conſent to an Action his Conſcience |? 
could not juſtify to him; and he was ſenſi. |? 
ble his permitting another to do it, when 
it was in his Power to prevent him, was 
the ſame as if he had done it himſelf. - He 
therefore, with gr cat Piety, and as became & 
a Servant of the moſt High, laid his Injunc. 
tions upon Ahiſbai, to deſtroy him not; ſay- | 
ing, Who can ſtreteb forth his Hand against 
the Lord's anointed, and te guiltleſs? As the © 
Lord lives, the Lord ſball ſmite him, or his |” 
Day 5 come to die, or he ſpall deſcend into 
Battle and periſb. The Lord forbid that! 
ſhould firetch forth my Hand againſt the Lord 
anointed, If ſuch an Inſtance of Piety, and 
I may call it too, Chriſtian Moderation, had 
been recorded, as I before remarked, by any 
ee e pie. how highly would it have 
deen extolled? The Compaſſion and Ge- 
neroſity which Alexander ſhew to the Fa- 
mily of Darius, have ever been ſpoke of 
with its juſt Commendation ; And the Cha- 
ſtity of Scipio, when he reſigned the beau- : 
tiful Captive to her faithful Lover Indibilis 
and the modeſt and generous Behaviour of 
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Edward the Black Prince, after the Battle of 
Poictiers, towards Jobn King of France, 
whom he had taken Priſoner; have always 
been eſteemed to reflect greater Honour 
upon thoſe illuſtrious Heroes, than their 
Bravery and Conduct in the Day of Battle. 


Vet but one of theſe Inſtances, viz. that of 
the Roman General's Continency and Mode- 
ration, is to be compared with the pious and 
loyal Reſolution of ne . Patriarch, in 
the Caſe before us. 

this, our modern Biographer paints him as 
42 Ruffian, Traitor, Rebel and Murderer. 
II will appeal to any unprejudiced Breaſt, 


ut notwithſtanding 


whether any Man, unleſs one of the ſame 


*X Diſpoſition with which he deſcribes David 
to be of, could thus pervert the Senſe of 
Things, and run counter to all Truth, in 
'* order to ſhew his Malice againſt Revelation 
and the Religion of his Country. 

> content with detracting from the Merit of 
= David's Actions, he endeavours to deny one 
of theſe Tranſactions, and boldly aſſerts, 
without being able to produce any Proof of 


But not 


it, that this Diſcovery of Saul by David, 


recorded in the 26th Chapter, is the ſame 
with that mentioned in the 24th. But if 


wie examine into the Particulars of theſe 


two Stories, we ſhall perceive ſo great a 
Difference between them, that one would 


wonder how any Man could attempt to im- 


poſe upon his Countrymen ſo abſurd and 


E 4 flagtrant 


7 Reflefti ons on the Moral and 


flagrant a Falſity. I ſuppoſe he imagined 
every Body blind but himfelf, or perhaps 
vainly thought (for he appears to have no 
ſmall Share of that) that People would pay 
a greater Regard to his Animadverſions upon 
the ſacred Writings, than they do to the ſa- 
cred Records themſelves. But whatever the 
Vanity of this Writer might induce him to 
think, I hope and believe there are many 
honeſt and worthy Perſons, who will be wiſe 
enough not to take Things wholly upon the 
Credit of what he ſays, without firſt exa- 
mining the Grounds upon which he pro- 
ceeds. This Manner of acting, he, who 
drag to be a great Friend to Perſons 


ters, as they are ſ:t down by the divine Hiſ- 
torian ; and, I make no Doubt, we ſhall be 
able to ſhew\that the Facts recorded in each 
JJ. 

And firſt, in the 24th Chapter, the Hiſ- 
torian informs us, that Saul laid himſelf down 
to fleep in a Cave at Engedi. In the 26th, 
that he pitebed in the Hill of Hachilah, in 
the Wildernefs of Ziph. In the former it is 


faid, that David cut off Saul's Skirt; in the 3 
latter there is no Mention of that: But we 
19 | | oo oo 3 


aving the Liberty of examining the Truth 
of the Doctrines they are required to be- 
lieve, before they embrace them, will by | 
no Means be againſt any one's taking. We 
will therefore, without any further Apology, 
examine the Particulars of theſe two Chap- 
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Religious Character of King Daviy. 73 
are informed, that he ordered Abiſbai to 
take away-the Spear that was at his Bolſter, 
and the Cruſe of Water. In the former, 
Saul enlarges upon David's Generoſity, and 
intreats him to extend it to his Family after 
his Death : In the latter, he only acknow- 
ledges the Injuſtice and Cruelty of his Be- 
haviour towards David; promiſes that he 
will no more purſue him (which Promiſe, 


4 we find, he afterwards kept) and invites 


him to Court again, of which there was 
not the leaſt Mention in the former Caſe. 


There are many other Particulars in which 


theſe two Caſes differ; but theſe, I have 
mentioned, are ſufficient to ſhew how little 


1 Regard to Truth that Author muſt have, 


who could think of impoſing ſuch a Story 
upon the Public: Or at leaſt it is a Demon- 
tration, that he talked at Random, and 
roves that he was wholly unacquainted 
with the Hiſtory from whence he quoted 
his Facts; in which Caſe, how well quali- 
fied he was to become either a faithful Hiſ- 
torian, or an impartial Biographer, I ſhall 
leave to the candid Reader to determine. 
How black then 'muſt his Heart be, who 


= could take a Pleaſure in defaming ſo ſacred 


a Character; and rather than not render it 


as odious as poſſible, was determined either 


to miſrepreſent Facts from what they really 


were, or elſe invent Falſities, in order to 


make it appear as vile as he could? But 


I-< 
No 


74 Reflections on the Moral and 
not to detain you. longer than is abſolutely 
neceflary in the Company of one, who has 
ſhewn himſelf ſo totally void of every Vir» 
tue, we will return to David, whom we 
ſhall ſtill find; notwithſtanding what this 
Author has aſſerted, to be a Man of a truly 
worthy, amiable: Character ; and really de- 
ſerving of that Title the Almighty beſtowed 
on him, of his being the Man after His 


| SECTION i FOURTH, 


F FAvinG taken a View of the Behaviour 
and Conduct of David towards Saul, 

and his Son Jonathan, whilſt they were livds 
ing, we will now proceed to obſerve in what 
Manner that Patriarch behaved upon the © 

Deaths of his greateſt Enemy and ſincereſt 
Friend, and how he treated their Deſcend- 
ants; and I make no Doubt, we ſhall fing 
the ſame Piety and Generoſity of Behaviour 
exemplified. An Amalekite was the firſt that 
informed David of the Deaths of Saul and 
Jonatban. For thus the divine Hiſtorian 7 
informs us; It came even to paſs that on? 
third Day, a Man came cut of the Camp from 
Saul, with bis Cloaths rent, and Earth upon © 
bis Head : And fo it was when he came to 
David, that he fell to the Earth, and did 
Obeiſance. Upon David's ſeeing him, he © 
aſked him, from whence he came? and the * 
N e other 
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Religiaus Character of King DAvip. 75 
other informed him, out of the Camp of /, 
rael, The Patriarch, anxious to know what 
became of his Friend, and likewiſe what 
had happened to Saul, enquired of him how 
the Matter went. The young Man then 
acquainted him, that ael was defeated ; 
and, amongſt the ſlain, were Saul and o- 
nathan his Son. Hearing of which, David 
2” aſked him, How he could be certain that 
Saul and his Son were both ſlain? Upon 
this the Amalekite informed him, that Jona- 
han was ſlain in Battle; but as for Saul, he 
had at his own Requeſt killed him. In this 
the young Man exceeded the Bounds of 
Truth; for in the foregoing Book of Samuel, 


we find, that Saul fell upon his own Sword, 


and died. But he thought David, like the 
reſt of Mankind, would have rejoiced to 
hear of the Death of his Rival; and there- 
fore was in Hopes, that as he was the firſt 


- Meſſenger of this good News, and had de- 


= clared himſelf the Inſtrument in deſtroying 
his greateſt Enemy, that the Patriarch 


would remember his Services, and reward 
him for them. But how different was the 


= Behaviour of this good Man! inſtead of 
being glad to hear of Saul's Death, and re- 
= joicing on that Account, he took hold on 
his Cloaths, and rent them, and likewiſe all 


the Men that were with him. And 16 


= mourned and wept, and faſted until Even, for 
Saul and for Jonathan his Sen, and for the 
= People 


—— — — — — 


76 Reflections on the Moral and 
People of the Lord, and for the Houſe of II- 
rael, becauſe they were fallen by the Sword. 
And then, inſtead of rewarding the young 
Man for having been inſtrumental to the 
Death of Saul, as he himſelf had reported, 
and as he expected he ſhould have been; 
he aſked him, How he came not to be a- 
fraid of lifting up his Hand againſt the 
Lord's anointed ? But ſince he had confeſſed 


himſelf guilty of a Crime of ſo deep a Dye, 
he ſhould ſuffer accordingly. And be called 7 
one of his young Men unto him, and ordered 
him to go near and fall upon bim, and be ſmore, 


him that he died. David and his Servants 


had already mourned the unhappy Fate of 
the Father and Son; but his Grief did not 


ceaſe in a bare Lamentation only; for the = 
| on. abate Deaths occaſioned, Fim, in- 4 
ſpired his poetic Genius with one of the 
fineſt Elegies that was ever compoſed, or 
which the ſacred Writings have tranſmitted 7 
down to us. In it are couched ſome of the 7 
tendereſt Sentiments that were ever exprel- | 
ſed, eſpecially when he touches upon the 
unhappy Fate of his worthy and beloved 
Friend Fonathan : And upon the whole, i: 
may be ſaid to demonſtrate the Piety and 
_ generous Friendſhip of its divine Compo- 
fer, beyond every other Circumſtance what- 


Conce 


Ever. 


Such was the Behaviour of David upon 
this great and trying Occaſion; and ſuch as, 
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Religious Character of King Davin. 77 
one would think, muſt have demanded the 
Regard and Eſteem of all who ſhould be ac- 
quainted with it. But the Author of his 
Life, who will not allow him to have one 
Virtue, nor yet be poſſeſſed of any amiable 
Quality, imputes all David's Concern upon 
this melancholy Occaſion to Hypocriſy and 
Grimace: Who, ſays he, can help ſmiling 
* <© at the Relation of David's tearing the 
„ Cloaths off his Back, and burſting out 
” <©«jnto a ſorrowful Lamentation for the 


« Death of a Man, to whoſe Deſtruction he 


« had ſo freely offered his Aſſiſtance but juſt 
te before.” But here I beg Leave to aſk this 
faithful Hiſtorian, in what Part of the ſa- 


cred Writings he finds that David had fo 


freely offered his Aſſiſtance to deſtroy his 


royal Maſter? I have, I believe, as care- 


fully examined the Old Teſtament as ever 


he did, but cannot find any ſuch Fact. 
What therefore in the Relation was there, 


may I aſk him, that appeared fo ridiculous 
to his Fancy as to excite his Laughter? No- 


thing that I know of or can conceive, but 
his own fooliſh Perverſeneſs, and that will 
ſcarce be able to raiſe a Smile in any beſides 


himſelf. For I muſt own, and am not a- 
ſhamed to do it, that it gives me real Con- 


cern to behold a Man pay ſo little Regard 


to what is lovely and praiſe-worthy, and 
What has always, by every wiſe, religious 
and good Man, been eſteemed ſacred, as to 


turn 


78 Reffectiont on the Moral and 
turn them into Ridicule, and burleſque them 


with a Freedom, which no modeſt Man 
would even take with any juſt and credible 
Author. N 

Now let any Man read with Candour and 
a ſerious Attention the Account given us 
of David's Conduct by the ſacred Hiſtorian, 


on this important Occaſion, and the admi- 


rable Ode he then compoſed ; and inſtead 
of finding any thing in them to make him 
either merry or ſmile, my will, I am cer- 


tain, give him ſo great a Veneration for the 


royal Patriarch, and cauſe him ſo much to 


approve his Behaviour, as to make him ſym- x . 


pathize with him, nor think any Tranſac- 


tin in this whole Aﬀair unnatural or forced. | 
For even the Virtue of common Humanity, 


which I believe David poſſeſſed in as high a 


Degree as moſt Men, would draw a Tear 
from the Eyes of many,-only to refle& on | 


the melancholy Defeat of Saul, and the In- 


dignities that were offered to him after his by 
Death. For though Saul was David's E- 
nemy, yet here he 8 paſſed over his t 


former Behaviour towards him, and conſi- 
dered him now in the Light only of a brave, 


valiant Man, who died fighting in Defence 


of his Country. But ſuppoſing only few 
would have thus been affected for the Death 


of Saul; yet, when we conſider how great 


a Loſs David had ſuſtained by the Death of 
his truly valuable Friend Jonathan; and at 


Religicus Character of King Davin. 79 
ſuch a Time he muſt recal to his Mind every 
Token of Friendſhip and Regard he had 
ever ſhewed him, which was ſo great, that 
he had even determined to ſacrifice all his 


own Pretenſions to the Throne of Iſrael, in 


order that David, according to the divine 
Appointment, might aſcend it unmoleſted : 
I ſay, when he recalled all theſe endearing 
Circumſtances to his Mind, as he could not 


upon ſuch an Occaſion help doing, what 
Inconfiſtency can there be found at his be- 
ing fo much affected at his untimely Fall? 
Z Had he behaved otherwiſe than what is re- 
corded he did, we ſhould have found it much 
more difficult to have accounted for ſuch 
his Conduct. Nay, we muſt then have 
®Z taxed him with being guilty of the fouleſt 
” Ingratitude, and have allowed that he had 
a Heart not in the leaſt ſuſceptible of any 
tender and humane Paſſion. But, even in 


this Caſe, there would have been nothing 


that could by any Means have excited | 
& Laughter, nay hardly drawn a Smile; for 
the Man that can ſport with the Failings 


and Infirmities of his Fellow-Creatures, at 


3 once diveſts himſelf of that which ought to 
be the chief Characteriſtic of a Man, and 
becomes a Dæmon. NE 


s EC- 


78 Reflectious on the Moral and 
turn them into Ridicule, and burleſque them 
with a Freedom, which no modeſt Man 
would even take with any juſt and credible 
Author. | Ce ag 

Now let any Man read with Candour and 
e ſerious Attention the Account given us 
of David's Conduct by the ſacred Hiſtorian, 
on this important Occaſion, and the admi- 
rable Ode he then compoſed ; and inſtead 
of finding any thing in them to make him 
either merry or ſmile, _ will, I am cer- 
tain, give him ſo great a Veneration for the 
royal Patriarch, and cauſe him ſo much to 
approve his Behaviour, as to make him ſym- 
pathize with him, nor think any Tranſac- 
tion in this whole Affair unnatural or forced. 
For even the Virtue of common Humanity, 
which I believe David poſſeſſed in as high a 
Degree as moſt Men, would draw a Tear 
from the Eyes of many, only to refle& on 
the melancholy Defeat of Saul, and the In- 
dignities that were offered to him after his 
Death. For though Sau! was David's E- 
nemy, yet here he generouſly paſſed over his 
former Behaviour towards 4 and conſi- 
dered him now in the Light only of a brave, 
valiant Man, who died fighting in Defence 
of his Country. But ſuppoſing only few 
would have thus been affected for the Death 


of Saul; yet, when we conſider how great 
a Loſs David had ſuſtained by the Death of 
his truly valuable Friend Jonathan; and at 


- are, ſuch 
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Religicus Character of King DAvin. 79 
ſuch a Time he muſt recal to his Mind every 
Token of Friendſhip and Regard he had 
ever ſhewed him, which was ſo great, that 
he had even determined to ſacrifice all his 
own Pretenſions to the Throne of Iſrael, in 
order that David, according to the divine 
Appointment, might aſcend it unmoleſted : 
I ſay, when he recalled all theſe endearing 
Circumſtances to his Mind, as he could not 
upon ſuch an Occaſion help doing, what 
Inconfiſtency can there be found at his be- 


ing ſo much affected at his untimely Fall? 


Had he behaved otherwiſe than what is re- 
corded he did, we ſhould have found it much 


more difficult to have accounted for ſuch 
his Conduct. Nay, we muſt then have 
Z taxed him with being guilty of the fouleſt 
” Ingratitude, and have allowed that he had 
a Heart not in the leaſt ſuſceptible of any 
tender and humane Paſſion. But, even in 


this Caſe, there would have been nothing 


that could by any Means have excited 
& Laughter, nay hardly drawn a Smile; for 
the Man that can ſport with the Failings 
and Infirmities of his Fellow-Creatures, at 


4 once diveſts himſelf of that which ought to 
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be the chief Characteriſtic of a Man, and 
becomes a Dæmon. e 
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Samuel by a Command from God had for- 9 


Right of the Houſe of Saul to the Crown 
of Tſrael ceaſing upon his Death, as I have 
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SECTION Txt FIF TH. 


S ſoon as the News of Saul's Death 
was confirmed, the Men of Judah, of 
whoſe Tribe David was, came and anointed | 4 
David King over the Houſe of Judab, as 


merly directed them. But the Houſe of | b ö 
Tſrael did not pay that Obedience to what | 9 
God had ordered, as their Brethren of Ju. E 
dah had; but took 1/hboſheth; Saul's Son, and 


anointed him King over {ſrael. Now this 3 


was done contrary to the Right of Succeſ- e 


fion : For if there was any ſuch Right in 2 
Saul's Family, Mepbiboſbeth, the Son of Jo. 
nathan, was the Perſon who ought to have 8 
ſucceeded according to Heirſhip; and the n 
Tſraelites were guilty of great Ingratitude t 4 
him in thus ſetting aſide his Son, as he had 74 
ever deſerved well of them. This occafionti s 7 

a civil War between David and 1/Þboſheth, © 'Y 
which laſted as long as the King of Val“ 
lived. David is often on this Account called 
an Uſurper; but on what Foundation? The 


already ſhewn, his Children could pretend 2 | 
no Claim to it; and as the Almighty, in- 
whom alone, as the ſupreme Governor of 
Iſrael, the Power of diſpoſing of it was in- 
2 had transferred that Ri icht to David E 
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| he, in contending for the Crown, was only 
dining what was then become his Right; 
and in ſo doing, he acted in Obedience to 
a Command he had received from God. 
Now 1/boſheth muſt be eſteemed as an U- 
ſurper, confider him in what Light you 
5 ; whether in contending for the Go- 
vernment of J/rael, contrary to an expreſs 
Command from God ; or elle, ſuppoſing he 
bad a Right, claiming it whilſt the Son of 
Y bi eldeſt Brother was living. And that he 
and his Party were ſenſible that God had 
ſo determined concerning the Kingdom, 
s Yi appears from an Anſwer of Abner's 
f to T/hboſheth, when he had been reproved 
by him for defiling Rizpab, his Father's 
Y Concubine, and was on that Account deter- 
id ® mined to leave him. 50 do God to Abner, 
: and more alſo, except as the Lord hath faorn 
to David, even ſo do I to him: To tranſlate the 
Wl Kingdom from the Houſe of Saul, and to ſet 
np the Throne of David over Iſrael and over. 
3 1 From Dan even to Beerſheba. TO 
this Speech of Abner's, I/hboſheth was un- 
able to return any Anſwer, as he was ſen- 
fible it was David's Right; and feared leſt 
Abner ſhould put his Threat in Execution, 
as we find he ſoon after did. Whereas had 
Ithe Rig ht been in the Houſe of Sau, he 
i would = not have had ſo much Reaſon to have 
areaded him, as we find he did. 


F 12715 This 


Ge 
S dC» £2 2 
* Es 2 * N 


X 


ſengers unto them, and faid unto them, | 


David. For he hereby teſtified the Since. 
rity of the Reſpe& and Kindneſs he enter. 
' tained for Saul and his Houſe, though his mh 
virulent Enemy. And he was not content 
merely with praying God to recompence 


Aſcenſion to the Throne of 1/rae/. We FW! 


wards them, after he was eſtabliſhed upon 


it; and, I make no Doubt, we ſhall find it 3 
equally as unexceptionable as before. 
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82 Reflections on the Moral and 1 
This Contention, however, between the 
two Families did not cauſe David to leſſen 
his Regard to the Memory of Saul, and Yo. 
nathan his Son: For ſome Time after being 
informed, that the Men of TJabe/h-G:lead x 
were the Perſons who had buried the Re- 
mains of Sau! and Jonatbun, he ſent Meſ. 


A 


$4 


Bliſſed be ye of the Lord, that ye have ſhewed 
this Kindneſs unto your Lord, even unto Saul, 
and have buried him. This Circumſtance 
evidently demonſtrates the great Piety of 


them this their Kindneſs, which he repeats | 
again; but promiſes that he would himſelf 
take Care of them, by defending them from 
the Philiſtines, if they ſhould offer to invade | 
them: For theſe are his Words; And nw wv 
the Lord ſhew Kindneſs and Truth anto you; 


and I alſo will requite this Kindneſs, becauſ: l 


ye have done this Thing. Such was the Con- f 
duct of this pious and truly good Man to 
Saul and his Family, both before and at hi? 


will now take a View how he behaved to- 


= AKReligious Character of King DAvip. 83 
f Thbeſheth the King of 1/rae/, we ſhall find, 
dy proceeding in the ſacred Hiſtory, was 
flain about Noon, as he lay on his Bed, by 
two Conſpirators, Rechab and Baanab, Sons 
of R:immon the Becrothite, who came into 
the Houſe under a Pretence of fetching 
Wheat. As ſoon as they had perpetrated 
© this ſhocking Murder, they cut off the Head 
of this unfortunate Prince, and carried it to 
David, in Hopes of ingratiating themſelves 
vith him by having thus baſely deſtroyed 
his Competitor. But what Reception did 
that Monarch give theſe Traitors ? Did he 
Fcommend them for ſuch their Treachery, 
Sand on that Account promote them to Ho- 
mour? No. Had the pious David indeed 
acted in this Manner, we could have been 
ſo far from juſtifying him, that we could 
Fhardly have cleared him from having been 
underhand concerned in this Conſpiracy. 
But he, we ſhall find, perfectly conſiſtent 
ith himſelf, thus accoſts them: As the 
Lord liveth, who bath redeemed my Soul out of 
== Adverfity, when one told me, ſaying, Be- 
g/ Saul is dead, thinking to have brought good 
idings, I took bold of him, and flew him in 
Eiklag, who thought that I would have given 
im a Reward for bis Tidings : How much. 
Wnore when wicked Men have ſlain a righteous 
"Perſon in his own Houſe, upon his Bed? Shall 
not therefore now require his Blood of your 

3 and, and take you away from the Earth? 
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by making ſome ſuitable Return? Yes, he 


had expreſſed for him, nor yet was he un- 


Kingdom, than he enquired after the De- 


may ſhew him Kindneſs for Jonathan's Sale? 
Upon the King's making this Enquiry, Zila = | 
a Servant of the Houſe of Saul, was brought 
unto him; to whom the King ſaid, Is ther: 1 
not yet any of the Houſe of Saul, that I my 
 ſhew the Kindneſs of God unto bim? Upon 
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And David commanded his young Men, and 
they flew them; and cut off their Hands and 
their Feet, and hanged them up over the Pol 
in Hebron: But they took the Head of Ifh- MY 
boſheth, and buried it in the 3 of 
Abner in Hebron. 2 

But whilſt David is thus ſhewing Kind- 1 
neſs to Saul, and the reſt of his Family, has 'Y 
he forgot that Part of it which belonged to | 9 
Jonathan, who was the only one of it in F ad 5 
that deſerved well of him? Has he it not 3 | 
in his Power to ſhew his Gratitude to hin, 


& a __ — 


has; and a noble Return we ſhall find the ; 
Monarch made. He had not forgot the ſin- 
cere and diſintereſted F riendſhip Jonathan 


mindful of the Oath that was between them 
viz. That he would not cut off his Kind.] 
neſs from his Houſe for ever. David there. 
fore was no ſooner firmly eſtabliſhed in h 


ſcendants of his Friend. Is there any, ſays. F I 
he, that is left in the Houſe of Saul, th a 4 
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which Ziba informed his Majeſty, that 17 I 
nathan had a Son, who Was lame on his Feet, 
5 e 41 


2 


Religious Character of King DAvin. 85 
and that his Name was Mepbileſbetli. The 
King then enquired where he was? To 
which his Servant reolied, that he was in 
the Houſe of Machir, the Son of Ammael, 
in Lodebar, For it ſeems his Nurſe, upon 
the Death of his Father, he being then but 
five Years old, had fled away with him, leſt 


= ſome Harm ſhould happen to him in the 
Confuſion the State was then in; and in 
the Hurry, he had the Misfortune to be 


thrown down, by which Accident he be- 


# came lame on his Feet. The King there- 
fore, as ſoon as he was informed of theſe 
Particulars, ſent Meſſengers for him, and 
brought him to his Palace. When there 
fore he was brought before him, leſt he 
might be under any Apprehenſion that he 


had ſome Deſign againſt his Life on Account 


of his Family, he comforted him, and bid 
him take Courage: Fear not, ſays he, for I 
dll ſure.v ſhew thee Kindneſs for Jonathan 25 
= ::her's Sade, and will reſtore thee all the Land 
o7 Saul thy Father, and thou ſhait eat Bread at 
2 0 5 1 

in le continually. Nor was David lack 


in performing his Promiſe, He did not 


protmile, and afterwards become unmindful 


ot what he had promiſed, as is too often the 


Practice amongſt Men; but he immediately 
ordered Ziba and his Sons to till the Land 
belonging to the Houſe of Sau, the Profits 
ariſing from which he was to bring annually 


to Mephibcſheth ; and the King kept him at 
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 cumſtances with which they are related; n 


commend. Whether this be not the Caf | 3 


have fairly laid before him the whole Af. 


86 Refleftions on the Morn] and 3 
his Palace, and placed him at his own Ta- 
ble, as though he had been one of his Sons. 
With fo much Honour and Generoſity did 
David act towards his Friend, who had 
ſignally protected him in the Day of hs 


mme 
” * 


SECTION rs SIXTH, 


Els noble Inſtance of Gratitude an! 


1 Generoſity of David's towards the 
Son of his worthy Friend, even his bitteres 3 
Enemy cannot deny; but ſtill he is reſolveq! 7 


_ to diſplay his Malice, and therefore affurs * 


us, that it was not laſting : For upon an Ac. 4 
cuſation preferred againſt him by his Ser. 


vant, David readily beſtowed all Mephiby. 7 
feeth's Poſſeſſions upon that Servant. Thi! 


is his Account of this Affair. Now it it © 
certain that Things make a very differen} + 
Appearance, according to the different Ci,. 


as ſhall beſt ſuit the Purpoſe in Hand, what 3 
perhaps at one Time we thought worthy of 8 
Cenſure, we may afterwards be inclined to; # 
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FA 


in the preſent Inſtance, I ſhall leave to th! 
candid Reader to determine, after 1 ſhall! 7 
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Religious Character of King DAvrp. 85 
Novy he informs us, that after David had 
been obliged to fly from Jeruſalem, for the 
Preſervation of his Life, on Account of the 
unnatural Rebellion his Son Abſalom had 
ſtirred up againſt him, it came to paſs, that 
when the unhappy Monarch was in his 


greateſt Diſtreſs, that Ziba, the Servant of 


Mepbiboſbeth, met him with a Couple of 
Aſſes ſaddled, loaden with Proviſion for his 


Uſe, and thoſe that were with him, which 


he himſelf, he faid, had brought for that 


Purpoſe. After he had informed the King 


with the Intent of his Journey, his Majeſty 


| aſked him, where his Maſter's Son was? 
for he wondered, as he well might, that he 
| did not accompany him ? To which Ziba 
= replied ; Behold, be abideth at Jeruſalem : For 
be ſaid, To-day ſhall the Houſe of Iſrael re- 
tore me the Kingdom of my Father. Here 
was a Story impoſed upon the unhappy 
King, in itſelf not at all improbable, but 
founded upon juſt and ſufficient Grounds. 
= Deceived therefore as David was, can we 
be ſurprized that he ſhould reſent ſuch un- 
= grateful Uſage ? In the Truth of which he 
was ſoon after more confirmed by the inſo- 


lent Behaviour of Shi ei towards him, who 


was likewiſe of Saul's Family. In theſe 


Circumſtances and upon ſuch Appearances, 
was it not natural for him to reyoke that 
Grant he had made to a Man, whom, as he 


2} thought, he had found wholly unworthy of 
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it, and to beſtow it upon him, to whom he 
imagined himſelf at that Time greatly in. 
debted ! Who is there amongſt us, ſuppoſ- 
ing us to be in the like Situation with Da. 
vid, that can ſay, we ſhould not have been 
equally as much diſpleaſed as he was, and 


therefore have acted in the Manner he did? 
Few, I fancy, ſo far from acting different- 
ly, would have ſhewn that Temper and Mo- 
deration, which was ſo remarkable in the 
royal Patriarch upon this Occaſion. Many 
of us would have been apt to have run out 
into Invectives againſt this ſuppoſed un- 
grateful Man, and have vowed Revenge, | 
whenever it ſhould have been in our Power . 
to execute it. But nothing like this do ve 
hear proceed out of David's Mouth. He 
never once upbraids him, but only rewards | # 
a faithful Servant, as he thonght him, wit 
the Eſtate the other had juſtly forfeited. It | + 
may be ſaid, that now indeed he has it not 
Nis Power to puniſh him any further, 
and therefore he concealed the Reſentment 
he had againſt him. How true this Con- 
jecture is, the Manner he behaved towards 
him, after he was reſtored to his King- 1 


in 


dom, will evidently ſhew. 


Now the ſacred Hiſtorian informs us, 


that then M-ph:boſheth, the Son of Saul, 


came down to meet the King, and had 
neither dreſſed his Feet, nor trimmed his 
Beard, nor waſhed his Cloaths, from the 9 
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Religious Charafter of King DAvip. 89 
Day the King departed, until he came a- 
gain in Peace. This Appearance of Me- 


Pbiboſpeth made a great Imprefſion upon the 


King, who wiſely imagined 1t to be very 
unlikely that a Man, who ſeemed to have 
paid little or no Regard to himſelf, for 
ſome conſiderable Time, in his Dreſs or 
outward Attire, as was uſual then in Times 


of extraordinary Calamity, ſhould ever have 
entertained any Thoughts of obtaining the 
Crown. He therefore began to ſuſpect that 


Ziba might have deceived him ; and, with 
great Mildneſs, aſked him the Reaſon of 
his not having attended him? To which 


this unfortunate and much injured Prince 


replied ; My Lord, O King, my Servant de- 


cerved me: For thy Servant ſaid, Iwill ſaddle 


me an Aſs, that I may ride thereon, and go to 


the King, becauſe thy Servant is lame; and he 


hath fland:red thy Servant unto my Lord the 
King: But my Lord the King is as an Angel 
of God; do therefore what is good in thine 


yes. This Defence of Mephibeſheth the 
= King accepted; and therefore bid him and 


Ziba divide the Land. From this Circum- 
ſtance of dividing the Land, many have 


| Imagined that Dauid was not in Reality 


convinced of Mepbiboſbeth's Innocence, as he 
did not reverſe the Grant he had given to 


= Z:ba. This was certainly a Revocation of 


the whole to Ziba; and the learned Dr. 
Chandler is of Opinion, that in the original 
| ” 5 Grant 
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90 Reflections on the Moral and 3 
Grant one Half was given to Z:ba, as a Re. 
ward or Stipend for his taking Care of the 
whole. If ſo, Mephiboſheth had the ſame F* 
Grant renewed, as was at firſt given him *. 
Here then it may be aſked, why David 
did not puniſh Ziba for his Perfidy to his 
Maſter, by revoking the Grant he had made 
him, and beſtowing it upon his faithful Ser. 
vant Mephiboſheth, whom he now rag A 1 
| be more worthy of it, ſince his not do- 
this was countenancing the Man in he 5 
Villainy, a Part unbecoming any Man, e- 3 
{ſpecially one in David's Situation? T's this | 
1 wr, that as the King was determined 
no Harm ſhould accrue to Mephibofheth from | | | 
his Servant's Treachery, he thought he 
might, without being guilty of any Crime | 5 
thereby, extend at ſuch a particular Time * 
as this was, his Pardon to Ziba, as a grate- 
ful Acknowledgment for that ſeaſonable and : . 
noble Supply he had brought him, when 1 
under Diſtreſs by Reaſon of the unnatural | 


* Of the ſame Opinian is the learned Mr. Saia 
Did plura de ea re loqueris ? Tu in favorem mihi rec 
tus. Etiam decrevi pridem, dixi, pronunciavi te & 7 
bam ſeruum tuum partiarios fore; ; te ut Dominum, cu, 
utpote in integrum reſlituto, ſubminiſtrantur agrerum pro. 4 I 
Gentus 3 illum ut colonum, glelæ adſcriptium, ſervum a. 4 1 
gros colentom, atque inde etiam pro hominis flatu, viftun | ? 
capieniem. Adio ut nibil illa ſententia breviuſcula ampiu 
innuatur, quan id quod fufius exprimitur, 2 Samuelis is. | 
10. wbi proventus Domino, cultura ſeruo, a Donatore q. 3 I 
gnantur, De SUCCESSIONE, Cap. xxv. p. 67, 68. 
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Religious Character of King Davip. 91 
Rebellion his Son had raiſed againſt him. 
eſpecially as he had given Sh:me: the fame, 
who had in the Time of his Calamity of- 
fered him the higheſt Indignity. This he 
might do too without intending to ſhew 
that Man any further Favour, which would 


ſufficiently teſtify his Abhorrence of the 
Treachery he had been guilty of, Befides, 
the preſent Situation of the King rendered 


it morally impoſſible for him to puniſh him 
Manner he deſerved. For, conſider 
this Man was of the Houſe of Saul, who, 


in the 


if he had been thus roughly handled by the 


King, might have revolted from him, and 
| raiſed another Rebellion, the Conſequence 
of which might have been attended with 
* more fatal Circumſtances, than that from 
which he was but juſt now delivered. 
Iheſe Reaſons therefore will, I ſhould hope, 
ſiufficiently juſtify the Conduct of David at 
this critical Time: For I make no Scruple 
to aſſert, that had he been otherwiſe cir- 
cumſtanced, than he was juſt at this Pe- 
XZ riod, we ſhould have found him as forward 
XZ as any to have puniſhed ſo baſe a Degree of 


Treachery. Upon the whole then, I think 


that the Behaviour of David towards Saul 
and his Family, eſpecially towards the Son 
Jof his valuable Friend, was moſt unexcep- 
tionably nobie and generous, and ſuch as 
became a Man who had received ſuch fignal 
'F Favours from the Almighty. One Parti- 


\ | cular 


— — 


5 5 HE laſt Account the ſacred Writing 
8 


the Houſe of Saul, is that of his ſurrender. 25 
ing up Saul's Children to the Gibeonites, to 


Occaſion had been thought worthy of Cen- 
ſure only by this Author, a few Words might 
ſuffice in order to his Vindication ; but a 
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cular however of his Conduct towards this 
unhappy Family {till remains to be ſpoke to, 
iz. That of giving up Saul's Children into 
the Hands of the Gzbeonztes to be put to 
Death. However, in treating upon that 
Affair, I hope to clear him from thoſe foul 
Aſperſions, which his late Biographer has 
been pleaſed very liberally to beſtow upon 
him, though without the leaſt Reaſon or ! 
Foundation for ſuch groſs Calumy 


SECTION Tus SEVENTH. | 
ive us of David's Behaviour towards 


be maſſacred by them by Way of Retalia- } 


tion of the Evil that unhappy Monarch had! 
formerly done them out of his Zeal towards) 
the Children of //-ae/. This Action of Da- 
vid's has been excepted to by his Friends 4 * 
well as Enemies, as favouring of unnatural 


Cruelty, and by our modern Biographer is 9 
ſtiled a Maſter- piece of Wickedneſs. II 
the Behaviour of the royal Patriarch on this 1 


many virtuous and religious Perſons, who 
do not take a Pleaſure in merely cavillingg 
only, but who, from juſt and reaſonable 
hs | 15 _ Grounds, i | | 
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Grounds, are offended with what appears 
to them cruel and unjuſt, I ſhall beg Leave 
to propound to them ſome Conſiderations, 
which, when maturely weighed, may cauſe 
them to entertain a more favourable Opi- 
nion of David's Behaviour in this Affair. 


3 While the Jſraclites were by the Com- 


mand of God extirpating the Canaanites, 
and the other neighbouring Nations, for 
their groſs Idolatry and other Abomina- 
tions; the Gibeonites, foreſeeing the Storm 
that was impending over them, were re- 
ſolved to reſcue themſelves, if poſſible, from 
the Danger of it, which, from the Fate 
their Neighbours had already met with, 
they were ſenſible they could not do by 
Force of Arms. They therefore deter- 
mined to make Uſe of a Piece of Policy; 
which, though mot juſtifiable in itſelf, yet 
conſidering how, they were ſituated, was 
ſomewhat excuſable in them, in order ſo 
far to deceive the Maelites, as to cauſe them 
to make a League with them. The Stra- 
tagem they made Uſe of to that Purpoſe 
(which you will find deſcribed at large in 
the gth Chapter of 7/ua) ſucceeded, and 
Joſhua with the Elders of {jracl made Peace 
with them, and made a League with them 

to let them live; and the Princes of the 

Congregation {ware unto them. An At- 

tempt then to deſtroy them after this was 

molt impious, and contrary to the Faith 
„ i os and 
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and Law of all Nations; and conſequently 2 


muſt be an open Afﬀront to the Majeſty of 
Heaven, who is the great Patron of what 
is juſt and right. An Infringement there. 
fore of this Kind could be puniſhed only 
by him in the Manner it moſt juſtly de. 
ferved. Saul, however, after he had aſcend- 
ed the Throne of Mrael, out of a pretended 
Zeal for the Welfare of his People, cauſed 
a moſt dreadful Slaughter of this unhappy 
Nation to be made, notwithſtanding the 


to them for this flagrant Piece of Cruelty 


that either he or his People had committed, 


He therefore enquired of the Lord the Cauſe E 


of it, that he might appeaſe his Anger, by 


making a proper Atonement. To this En- 
quiry of David's, the Lord anſwered, that 


Oath that was between them, of which he 
could not be ignorant. He hereby then 
cauſed the J/raelztes to become guilty both | 
of Perjury and Murder. The Puniſhment, | 
however, that was due to this Crime, the 
Almighty for ſome wiſe Reaſons, and to 
anſwer ſome excellent Purpoſe beſt known þ 
to himſelf, did not immediately inflict: ? 
But afterwards finding no Retribution made? 
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and Injuſtice, at length teſtified his Diſ- 
pleaſure againſt Iſrael, by cauſing a Famine 
to prevail over the Land for three Years 
| ſucceſſively. David, perceiving no Proſpet Þ* 
of any Removal of this Calamity, piouſly FF 
thought it muſt be inflicted for ſome Crime 


Religious Character of King Da vip. 95 
it was for Sar] and his bloody Houſe, be- 
E cauſe he flew the Gibeonites. 

VP pon this Information, the King ſent for 
theſe People, and ſaid unto them; What 


| YR Pall I do for you? and wherewith ſhall Ine 
= the Atonement ; that ye may bleſs the Inherit= 


ance of the Lord? The Gibeonites anſwered 


4 him, We will have no Silver, nor Gold of 


Saul, nor of bis Houfe ; ; neither for us ſhalt 
. on kill any Man in Iſrael. To which their 


Determination the King EM What 
n ſhall ſay, that will I do for you, being very 
2 to fron the Wrath of God from his 
as And they anſwered the King, and 
# faid ; The Man that conſumed ns, and that de- 


ved this Evil againſt 16, that we ſhonld be 
dare ed from remaining in any of the Coafts 
92 Iſrael, let ſeven Men of bis Sons be delivers 
F ed unto us, and we will hang them up unto the 


Lord in Gibeath of Saul, whom the Lord did 


| E is. And the King faid, I will give them. 


Procedure in this Affair? Is Man a better 


Judge of what 1 is right, or what i is not, than 


his 


David, from all theſe Cloris laid 
5 together, plainly foreſaw that the divine 
Juſtice was determined to retaliate upon 
Saul and his Houſe, the bloody Cruelty he 
4 4 bad been guilty of, of which it ſeems his 
E a gown Family had been the chief Executio- 
ners. Who was David then, that he could 
A Vichſtand God? and who ſhall pretend to 
call in Queſtion the Juſtice of the divine 
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his Creator? or is he wiſer than Him! I 
How impious and profane then is it in an 
one to charge David with Cruelty and In- 
juſtice in this Affair? ſince what he did 
was by the Direction and Appointment of 
God, who ſeems to have choſe this Manner 
of puniſhing Saul, that his People might Fi 
know how much he was diſpleaſed with | 
Saul's Cruelty on this Occafion. Now let 
us here conſider a little the Perverſeneſs of 
Saul's Conduct. This Monarch, we find, 
ſpared the Amalekites contrary to an expreſ . 
Command of God, and murdered the poor ÞY 
Gibeonites, whom he was bound by the Oath 
of God to preſerve. Did not therefore ſuck 
Behaviour as this require and demand an 
exemplary Puniſhment ? The King of Ihe g 1 
then was no more than an Inſtrument in 
the Hand of Providence, to execute the . 14 
vine Vengeance upon the Houſe of a Man, 

who had by his many flagrant Crimes Juſth 1 
incurred his Diſpleaſure; and David was 
on this Occaſion as praiſe-worthy, as Jen] 2 
was afterwards for executing the divine Þ F 
Wrath upon the Houſe of Abab. 1 

The Manner in which the King of IhalÞ 4 
inflicted this Puniſhment was juſt and equi- x 
table; for it at onde declared the Regard he 
paid to the Command of his God, and the 
Oath likewiſe that there was between him Þ 
and Jonathan. He ſpared Mepbiboſbetb, and E 
gave up the Sons of a Concubine of Saul 1 3 
an 


1 
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and the five Sons of Merab, the Daughter 
of Saul. No ſooner was the Puniſhment 
inflicted, than his tender Regard towards 
his beloved Friend and his Family returned. 
For he ordered the Bones of Saul and Jo- 
natban his Son, which the Men of Jabeſb- 
Gilead had buried, to be removed to the 
© Sepulchre of Kiſb their Father; and the 
Bones likewiſe of thoſe that had been hang- 
ed, to be buried there too. This Beha- 
viour of David's was ſo pleaſing to God, 
chat he was immediately intreated for the 
Land, and the Famine was removed out of 
the Coaſts of J/ae/. Which, I think, is a 
Z ſufficient Vindication of David's Conduct 
upon this Occaſion, and ought to filence 
every Tongue that ſhall pretend to cenſure 
Pim on that Account. 
Our modern Biographer indeed aſſerts, 
Achat this was only a concerted Scheme of 
David, and that there never was ſuch a Maſ- 
1 acre of the Giveonites, The Falſity of this 
ſſertion, the whole of David's Conduct 
| In this Affair ſufficiently proves. For the 
* only Ground that can be imagined for his 
Forging a Story of this Nature, muſt be 
Frith a Deſign wholly to extirpate the Fa- 
Inily of Saul, that they might afterwards 
e no Hindrance to the Succeſſion of his 
pwn Family to the Throne of Iſracl. I 
lay, this is the only probable Ground for 
bs Buch an Aſſertion. But would : a Man then, 
; 1 with 
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with ſuch a Motive in View, have acted 2 
in the Manner David did? Would he have 
ſpared the Heir Male of that F ny; and | 3 
all his Offspring, who were the Perſon; | 
moſt likely to have given him that Dif. | # 
turbance, by making ſuch a Conteſt with! 
him, and have factificed only that Branch : 
of it, from which there was not the leaſt | 
Proſpect of any ſuch Oppoſition dan 
made? Common Prudence, if he had been 
influenced by no other Conſideration. would 
have clearly ſhewn him the Folly of ſuch: 
Procedure. Beſides, he muſt be certain, 
that his Artifice would have ſoon been dil. 
covered ; for if this was only. the pretendel] 
Cauſe of the Famine, can we imagine that! 
the Almighty would have countenanced | 
vile a Piece of Hypocriſy, by removing it!] 
What is this elſe, but in other Words, 9 
to aſſert that God pays no Regard to the 
5 Juſtice and Equity of our Proceedings, bu 
ſupports him who is beſt able to impoſe 
upon his Fellow-creatures. 0 der a 
Impiety! O melancholy Truth! that am 
among the Sons of Men ſhould be found 
ſo abandoned, as not to ſcruple to maintain? 
and juſtify ſo blaſphemous an Opinion. | 4 J 
moſt ſincerely hope, that none of my Rea; 
ders are to be found in the Number of 
thoſe, who thus bid a Defiance to their 
Creator, and not only in their Words and f 
Actions, but in their Writings likewiſe Þ ! 
. open 
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2 openly declare, that they will not acknow- 
Z ledge him for their Gd. 
I hope, I have now ſufficiently vindi- 
cated the Character of David, with reſpect 


; | which was the firft Head I propofed con- 
ſidering. In doing of which, I think, I 


particular Part of his Conduct truly de- 
ſerving of that diſtinguiſhed Title of being 
the Man after God's own Heart, and that 
it can reflect no Diſhonour upon the Al- 


Behaviour in the many Wars he was en- 


| 0 


Ilready under Conſideration, 


to his Behaviour to Saul and his Family, 


3 have clearly ſhewn, that David is in this 


mighty, as our modern Biographer would 
have People think, to aſſert that he was 
| Shonoured with this Title by Him himſelf, 
I now then proceed, 2d/y, To conſider his 


aged in with the Enemies of Iſrael, which, 
through the Divine Aſſiſtance, I hope to 
prove to be as void of that Cruelty, that 
Injuſtice, that horrible Wickedneſs, that 
have been imputed to it by our modern 
Hiſtorian, as that Part, which has been 
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SECTION Tz EIGHTH. 


Fr E Promiſe that God made to Abra. 
ham, that when the Canaanites ani 
the Nations about them ſhould have filled} # 
up the Cup of their Iniquity, he would the 7 F 
extirpate them from the Face of the Earth | 
and give their Poſſeſſions to his Poſterity | # 
he afterwards moſt faithfully fulfilled. AÞ 
firſt he intended to have left none of then 
remaining to have moleſted them; but find 
ing the Mraelites to be an ungrateful, ſtif-Þ 
necked People, who, if they ſhould enjoy an 
uninterrupted Proſperity, would moſt cer 
tainly rebel againſt him by revolting again, 
to that groſs Idolatry from which he had! 
been ſo graciouſly pleaſed to reſcue them, 
he declared by his Servant Jo/bhua, that he YG 
would not utterly deſtroy the Remnant of 
the Nations that remained amongſt them, 
but would leave them ſtanding, in order to, 
prove, whether they would be obedient to- 


_—_— 
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his Law or not. If they continued to obey p 
him, they ſhould have no Power at all | 
given them to moleſt them, but he would 0 
de their Bulwark and Shield againſt every 
Danger that threatened them. But if they 
ſhould prove refractory and his Laws diſ- 9 
= obey, then thoſe Nations which were left | 
remaining, ſhould be as Scourges in their | 
Sides, and Thorns in their Eyes, until they 
XZ periſhed from off that good Land which the 
Lord their God had given them. This, 
as I have before ſhewed, they experienced; 
therefore whenever that Nation was engag- 
ed in War, it was either by the Permiſſion, 
por at the Command of the Almighty. In 
the former Caſe, God permitted their E- 
nemies to overcome them, in order to 
bring them to a Senſe of themſelves and 
their Duty; and when they' turned to 
the Lord their God, and acknowledged 
their Sin, and repented them of it, he then 
ordered them to revenge themſelves of 
their Enemies, and deſtroy them, who had 
been Lords over them. Therefore what- 
ever their Generals did, (who were com- 
I monly Perſons choſen by God to act on 
rhat Occaſion) was, we ſhould conſider, by 1 
the Appointment of God, who has an un- x 
"2 doubted Right to diſpoſe of his Creatures : 
how and in what Manner he pleaſes, and 
j may appoint whomſoever he ſhall think fit 
to be the Inſtruments either of his Mercy 


* . " . 
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or Vengeance, according as the Caſe ſhall | 3 


require. 


Some now perhaps may be of Opinion, 
that by what we have here afferted, we 
repreſent the Almighty as taking Delight! 
in Acts of Cruelty and Oppreſſion, and 
impute to him, whoſe Mercy is over all! 
his Works, the Actions which Men of 
ſanguinary Tempers performed only to ſ.— 
tiate their own Revenge, as David did ü 
the unfortunate Inhabitants of Ra“ 7 
which City he had taken, whom it is aid, | 


he put under Saws, and under Harrows c 


Iron, and under Axes of Iron, and made 
them paſs through the Brick-Kiln. Cu 
we imagine, ſay they, that God would] 
ever commiſſion one Part of his Creature 
thus to torment the other? No; the! 
very thought is impious, and the Aſſertion] 
blaſphemous. Far, very far am 1 from] 
ümputing the Cruelties of Men to the Al. 
mighty; the very Thought of it makes mt 
ſhudder, and I hope that upon Examina... 
tion we ſhall find that David never wah © 
guilty of ſuch 'Cruelty. But to entertain! 
juſt and proper Notion of the Divine Pro-] F 
cedure towards theſe Nations, as far 4} ® 


our Capacities will enable us to compte: 
hend it, or our Duty will permit us to 


ſcrutinize it, let us examine how far they 


were Objects of Divine Mercy, and like. 
: : 5 wit 


* 


— ION ne. 


wo”, 
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2 wiſe how far they were Veſſels of Wrath 


fitted to Deſtruction. | 

By peruſing the ſacred Hiſtory, we ſhall 
find that theſe Nations were not only groſs 
Idolaters, but were likewiſe guilty of every 
kind of Impurity that can poſſibly be ima- 
gined. When the Almighty ſeparated the 
Iſraelites from them, in order to purify 


unto himſelf 4 peculiar People zealous of 


23 good Works, they not only oppoſed their 


do. Cod Eid aL at 


Creator's Deſign by open Force, but, when 
they found that proved ineffectual, by their 
Wiles endeavoured to entangle that People 


in their former Idolatries. Many Inſtances 


of this their impious Procedure Moſes and : 


the other ſacred Writers have left us an 


Account of. Therefore had there been no 
other Reaſon, this would have been ſuffi- 
cient for having the ſevereſt Puniſhment 

inflicted on them, Beſides, their Extirpa- 


tion became neceſſary, nay in Fact was a 
real Act of Mercy towards the 1ſraektes, 


in order to preſerve them innocent and 


unpolluted. Some of theſe Nations God in 


his infinite Wiſdom was pleaſed to ſpare ; 
but theſe rendered themſelves by their Im- 
4 8 Objects ſtill leſs worthy of 
Mercy; becauſe as they had been Wit- 
neſſes of the Execution of the Divine 
Wrath againſt their Neighbours, which 


they knew was inflicted on them for their 


incorrigible Impiety, yet turned not them- 


4 ſelves 
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ſelves to ſeek after God, but were ſtill more 
hardened in their Wickedneſs, and openly, 
as it were, defied the Creator of Heaven 
and Earth. In Vindication therefore of 


bis Honour and Glory, and that Mankind F 


in general might be ſenfible, that there was 


a God, who would not ſuffer a Breach of 
his Laws with Impunity, the Almighty | 3 
was, as it were, obliged to inflict an ek, 
emplary Puniſhment upon ſuch hardened *? 
and abandoned Sinners, and that in ſucha > 
Manner, as it might be evident for what 
Reaſon it was inflicted. For had not God 
exerted himſelf in this Manner, in order to 
teſtify to Mankind his great Hatred of Sin, 
what would have been the Conſequence, | 
a true religious Dread, which is the 
3 Check to the unruly Paſſions of! 
Men, would ſoon have been withdrawn, Þ © 
and when Men had been left only to the | 
Government of their own unbridled Lufts, | 
no Wickedneſs whatſoever would have been 
left unſought for, but Men would haare 
ae upon each other, and inſtead of that?“ 
beautiful Order and Regularity we may 
now obſerve in the preſent Syſtem o, 
Things, we ſhould ſoon have experienced 
the reverſe, and have beheld nothing but 


Anarchy and Confuſion. 


Can we then think it would have been an 
Act of Mercy in the Divine Being to have | # 
permitted this? No; moſt certainly no- 
2 = thinking 


* 


ſured, 
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thinking conſiderate Man can maintain 
ſuch an Aſſertion. Yet to avoid being 
guilty of what theſe Men are apt to think 
Cruelty, the Almighty ruſt have permit- 
ted what would in the End have proved 
much more ſo. How ſhort-ſighted then 
Z muſt we confeſs ourſelves to be, when we 
thus call in Queſtion the Wiſdom and 
Equity of the Divine Proceedings? How 
* cautious then ought we to be of condemn- 


ing what it is almoſt impoſſible we ſhould 
ever comprehend? leaſt by ſo doing we 
Z ſhall at laſt be found to have condemned 
® >urſelves. Shall the Thing formed pretend 


to know more than him who formed it? 


If the Folly of this is but too apparent, 
how much more fooliſh is it to pretend 
hy ſearching to find out God, to find out the 
Almighty to Perfection? The bare Attempt 
will ſoon convince us, that his Counſeis are 


— 


un ſcurchabl', and his Ways paſt finding out. 


4 Let us rather obſerve the Advice Moſes | 

= gives the / Iſraelites, and with them be aſ- 
2 at the ſecret Things belong unto the 
Lord our God: but thoſe Things which are re- 
| 3 vealed belong unto us, and to our Children for 
ver, that we may do all the Words of this 

Lau, Deut. xxix. 29. Theſe Words now 
may be underſtood as an Anſwer to every 
3 Enquiry of the like Nature; as why God 


3 dermits ſo much Wickedneſs in the World, 


nd at the ſame Time puniſhes them ſo ſe- 


verely 


— 


£ 
%, 
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verely for it? Theſe are Points that tend not 
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to Evification, but to create endleſs Dif. 

utes. The Almighty therefore has in 
bis infinite Wiſdom thought proper to con- 
ceal them from us. What is ſufficient for 
us to know and believe, is, that he will 


one Time or other clearly demonſtrate the 


wiſe Ends of his Providence, by exem- 4 
plarily rewarding the Holy and Obedient, 
and terribly puniſhing the Wicked and In- 


corrigible : : For as in a Dramatic Poem, 1 
it is impoſſible for us to fathom the Au. Z 


thor's Deſign, till we come to the lat? 


Scene, and then we behold every Incon- 


ſiſtency cleared up and explained; fo, ii 
we may argue from ſmall Things to great, 
we may be certain, and much more ſo than 


in the former Caſe, that the Divine Ma-! 


jeſty will at the Conſummation of all : N 
Things diſplay ſuch evident Marks of his! 


Wiſdom and Juſtice, that every Mouth Þ 


ſhall be ſtopped, and all ſhall acknowledge] 5 


themſelves guilty before God. Let uv | I 
then hearken to the Advice of Job, whoþ ® 


thus excellently inſtructs us, Bebold the uur, 


of the Lord, that is Wiſdam, and to depart | 
from Evil is Underſtanding, ch ap. xxviiil.. 
Verſe. 28. 9 


Theſe Reaſons may perhaps be allowed | 
to have ſome Weight, and by ſome may 


be thought ſufficient to anſwer the Cavils | 3 
that have been raiſed againſt the Juſtice | 


- 
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Religious Character of King David. 107 
and Equity of the Divine Proceedings to- 
wards the Canaanitiſb Nations in general: 


But till they ſay, this will by no Means juſ- 


tify the Behaviour of David towards them, 
whoſe Reſentment and Cruelty againſt them 
was ſuch, as FO of no Means be pleaſ- 
ing to God. For what greater Torments 
can any Man inflict upon his Fellow-crea- 
tures, than cauſing ſome of them to be 
ſawn aſunder, to draw over others Harrows 


with great Iron Teeth, and to cauſe others 
to paſs through hot burning Biick-kilns, 
Torments which common Humanity muft 


” ſhrink at, only to hear mentioned. Yet 


Z theſe he inflicted not only on the Inhabi- 
tants of Rabbab, but likewiſe on the Inha- 
bitants of all the Cities of the Children of 


T Ammon. Can then this Man, who could 
” behave with ſuch Cruelty and Inhumanity, 


be after this with any Propriety called the 

MMlan after God's own Heart? Can he be 
= thought worthy of ſo diſtinguiſhed a Title? 
Here indeed is an Objection that at firſt. 
Sight ſeems to have ſome Colour of Rea- 
2 ſon for it, which however upon a careful 
and impartial View into the Affair, we 
hall find vaniſh, and J hope we ſhall be 
able clearly to ſhew, that the Royal Pa- 
XZ triarch was by no Means guilty of the 


'# Cruelty imputed to him. 


Many Interpreters, I know, take the 


Words in their ſtrict Senſe and Meaning, 
. 8 JJ 
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108 Reflections on the Moral and 
and therefore ſuppoſe that David aftually 
inflicted all theſe different Torments open 
them. But here I beg Leave to aſk this 
ueſtion, how we come to hear of theſe 


fame People afterwards, becauſe if he had 


acted in the Manner many ſuppoſe him to 
have done, towards the Inhabitants of all 


the Cities of the Children of Ammon, he 
muſt have wholly extirpated them? For is 
it to be imagined, that any Man could ſur. 
vive ſuch exceſſive Tortures. They who 
are in the leaſt acquainted with human Na. 


ture, and how ſoon it ſinks under the Þ 
Weight of Pain, will ſoon ſee the Folly Þ 


and Improbability of ſuch a Suppoſition, 
It muſt, I ſhould think, then be granted, 


they could not have ſuffered in the Manner 1 


theſe Interpreters would have us imagine, 


and if this Conſideration proves that theſe | 
Men were not uſed in the Manner, theſe F 
Men would have us ſuppoſe, will it not 3 


a Conſequence follow, that the Inhabitants 


likewiſe of Rabbah could not be ſo cruelly 


treated. For the ſacred Text ſays, 7hus, 


or in the ſame Manner as he had behaved ts | 


wards the Rabbahites, did he likewiſe behav 
towards the Cities of the Children of Ammon 
we muſt therefore look for ſome other In- 
terpretation beſides this. 


_— 


Now the Conſtruction of the Words ac- | 


cording to the Original will bear a Senſe | 


different to what theſe Interpreters haye 1 
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put upon them, and which will make the 


Conduct of David on this Occaſion not ap- 

ear ſo bloody and cruel, as it does if ta- 
Fs in the Senſe which our Tranſlators have 
rendered them. This ſurely muſt afford a 
great Relief to the humane Breaſt, by thus 


"2 diſcovering the Injuſtice that have been 
done the Royal Patriarch's Character, and 


therefore how much more amiable and 


XZ praiſe-worthy we ought for the future to 
X eſteem it. Now the literal Meaning of the 

Words is, not that he put them to ſuch. 
and ſuch Tortures, but that he put them 
to the Saw, and to Iron Harrows, and to 
# Axes of Iron, and cauſed them to go to 
the Brick-kilns; which really ſignifies no 

more than that he made Slaves of them, 
and obliged them to work at ſuch ſervile 

Employments, as are ſpecified by the Names 

of Saws, Iron Harrows, Axes of Iron, and 
the Brick-kilns; it being natural to the 
*X Idiom of the Hebrew Language to ſpecity 
ſuch and ſuch laborious Work by its pecu- 
liar Name. Here indeed it may be ob- 
jected, that the Author of the Book of 
Chronicles in his Relation of the Affair now 


under Conſideration, ſays, that he cut them 


with Saws, and with Harrows of Iron, and 
| with Axes. Now in Anſwer to this, I beg 


Leave to obſerve, that the Word in the 
Original, which is here tranſlated to cut, 


is ſhewn by thoſe who are well verſed in 


ie 
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110 ARefleftions on the Moral and 


the Oriental Languages, to ſignify likes 
wiſe, to diſperſe, divide, or ſeparate ; and 
therefore this Paſſage may be rendered, that 
he diſperſed, or divided, or ſeparated them 
among theſe different Employments, which 
are ſignified by Saws, Axes of Iron, Har. 
rows of Iron, and Brick-kilns. The learned 
Dr. Chandler, in a Note upon this Paſſage 
obſerves, that the Syr:ac Verſion renders 
it, He bound them with Iron Chains, 


„c. and thus he bound them all:“ And! 
the Arabick; „He bound them all with! 
« Chains, killing none of the Ammonites," {BY 
Now from theſe two Interpretations and] 

the others above-mentioned, which as the? 

learned Doctor obſerves, are far from being 


forced, but are agreeable to the proper 
Senſe and Conſtruction of the Words, I 
think, every impartial Perſon muſt allow, 


that in this whole Conduct of David's there 
1s nothing contrary to the plain and open 


Dictates of Humanity, and conſequently 
that he is not deſerving of that Blame and 
Reproach which has ſo generally and li- 


berally been thrown upon him, eſpecially 
by our late modern Biographer, who has 


according to his uſual Cuſtom, without 


knowing why or wherefore, which muſt Þ 
be the Caſe, where People will condemn Þ 
without examining the Truth of the Caſe, 
repreſented David like a Devil, ſporting 
with the Lives of his Fellow-creatures, 


and 
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Religicus Character of King Daviv. 111 
and delighting himfelf with the Sight of 


beholding them expiring under ſuch ſevere 
Tortures: This I am afraid he would have 
done, for I think I may fafely aſſert, and 
that without any Breach of Charity, that the 


Man who can take a Pleaſure in vilifying 


the Character of another, eſpecially one 
that has always, by the wiſe and conſi- 
derate Part of Mankind, been eſteemed as 


a ſacred one; and who in all his Writings 
X endeavours as far as lies in his Power to 
render Men as miſerable as he can, not 


only here but to all Eternity, by unhing- 


ing their Faith, in either denying the 
Truth of the facred Writings, or elſe ridi- 

culing them, and thereby weakening their 
EZ Iflue prove the Subverſion of Morality ; that 
a2 Man, I ſay, of this profane and diſſolute 
Turn of Mind, would take an equal Satiſ- 
faction in beholding his Fellow-creatures 
EX expiring under the ſevereſt Tortures. But 


to return from this Digreſſion. 


Having cleared the Character of David 
from the Cruelty, which was with ſome 
Colour of Reaſon imputed to it from this 
Paſſage of Scripture, I think his Conduct 
in the other Wars he was engaged in, may 


be eaſily juſtified, ſince his Behaviour in 
them was the ſame with Jo/bud's, and the 


other Deliverers of 1/rael, whoſe Conduct 


on that Account we never find to be either 
= blamed 


nw. Es Sit 
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blamed or reproved. As to his being en- 
gaged in thoſe Wars, that was by the Ap. 

ointment of God, who for wiſe and juſt 
p37 as I have already ſhewn, was de- 
termined to extirpate thoſe Nations from 


the Face of the Earth, as their abominable | 
Wickedneſs had rendered them wholly 
unworthy of his Fatherly Care and Pro- 
vidence. To cenſure him therefore on this 
Account is to call in Queſtion the Equity 
and Juſtice of the Divine Proceedings, 
which few, I ſhould hope, who are in the 
leaſt actuated by any religious Awe and Þ 
Reverence, would be willing to be guilty F 
of. Here then can be no Objection made 
to his not being thought worthy of till Þ 
poſſeſſing that truly honourable Title of 
being called the Man after God's own Heart, 


notwithſtanding the Cavils that have been 
raiſed by his, and I may ſay too, our Ene- 


mies. I will therefore now proceed to the : 5 
third and laſt Particular which I propoſed 


to conſider, v2. his Behaviour in the Af- 


fair of Uriah the Hittite, The Crime he was . 
guilty of in this Affair, I ſhall be far from 


endeavouring to extenuate, but agree with 


his Adverſaries, that he then ceaſed to be 


the Man after God's own Heart: After hay- 


ing laid before you an impartial Account of 


this unhappy Affair, as it may well be 


called, I ſhall endeavour to prove, that he 


again became entitled to that . 
2 : Ho” 
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Religious Character of King DAvip. 113 
of being the Man after God's own Heart, 


ceptionable Behaviour afterwards, never 
ES having deviated again into any Preſump- 
tuous Sins, during the Remainder of his 
Life, the Truth of which will clearly ap- 
pear from the Account the ſacred Hiſtorian 
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from the Sincerity of the Repentance he 
expreſſed for that Affair, and his unex- 


PART TH THIRD, 
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SECTION Taz NINTH. 


N the View I have hitherto taken of Da.. 

1 vid's Character, which I extracted from 
the Account given us of him by the facre{ FE 
Hiſtorian, he muſt, I ſhould think, be de. 
ſervedly acknowledged as an illuftriou 
Pattern of Piety, Humanity, Patience, Ge. 
neroſity, and every other Virtue that adorn; iþ 
the human Breaſt; and on that Account 
was juſtly the Object of the Divine Lo, 
and Favour, has a Right to our Regard 
and Eſteem, and is an Example worthy f 
our Imitation. We now proceed to treat 
of that Part of his Character, wherein he 
forfeits his Title to theſe Virtues, ceaſe; 
to be the Man after God's own Heart, and 
conſequently ſtands expoſed to the Cenſure, i 
which Crimes of that heinous Nature, that 
David was now guilty of, moſt juſtly de- 
ſerve. To endeavour to extenuate theſe, 
becauſe committed by a Man, who was be- 
- fore 


8 1 N WS: 8 * 5 

8 4 NET + as. » $0 99 3 

Is ab 4 8 75 8 3 

3 N EC IEEE 
7 8 % * Z EA S-, 


- 


Reflections on the Moral, &c. 1 15 
fore a Hero in Virtue, is to render that 
leſs odious in the Sight of Man, of which 

Gad has expreſſed the utmoſt Hatred and 

"XZ Deteſtation, the Folly and Impiety of 


which, I hope, we all very clearly diſcern. 


Nor is it by any Means juſtihable to endea- 
vour to exculpate David on this Account, 
i becauſe that in the End will naturally have 
the ſame Tendency as the former. How- 
ever, we are not needleſsly to expoſe the 
Character of the unfortunate Monarch, and 
wantonly to lay open his Nakednels ; but 
the Uſe we ſhould make of his Failings, if 
EX we would turn this Part of his Character 
to our own Profit and Advantage, is to en- 
"FX deavour to avoid the Rock on which he 

IX ſplit, to the accompliſhing which, we 
'E& ſhould pray for the Divine Aid and Aſſiſt- 


FF ance: For we may naturally conclude from 


| this melancholy Fall of the Royal Patri- 
arch's, that the Almighty intended thereby 


| of the Frailty and Weakneſs of our Nature, 


Strength, nor yet boaſt of our own Per- 
fections; ſince from this Example of Da- 
= vid's, who fell from the Height of Virtue, 


ES guilty of Crimes of the moſt atrocious Na- 
ture, we are taught, that whilſt we think 
ve are ſtanding, to take Heed leſt we fall. 
In a this Part of the Cha- 


2 Tacter 


tm oe 


to ſhew, and if it were poſſible convince us, 


| that we might not be confident of our own 


7 f to the loweſt Abyſs of Vice, and became 


I we. 
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racter of David, I propoſe laying before 4 


you the whole of this melancholy Tranf. | 


action, as tranſmitted down to us by the 
ſacred Hiſtorian, becauſe from thence we 
may better judge of the Nature of hi; 
Crime, and the Guilt he thereby incurred 
his Conduct afterwards, till the Prophet! 
Nathan was ſent by God to reprove him for 
the ſame, and his Behaviour on that Occa. 
ſion, wherein he gave the greateſt Proof? 


of the ſincereſt Repentance that was almoſt Þ* 
ever recorded, as his future Conduct made 
evidently appear, and the Sorrow likewir 
that he expreſſed for them, which is handel 
down to us in the many Pſalms he com. 
poſed on that Occaſion, in which are con- 
tained the moſt affecting Strokes of the 
deepeſt Contrition that are to be met wit 
in any Writings. From hence he reſumei 


the Luſtre of his former Character; and x 


the Sun, when emerging from a Cloud 
which has for ſome Time obſcured it 
Splendor, darts forth with the great 
Brightneſs; ſo David's Piety and Goodnel 
from this Fall received Strength as it wer,? 
and became more illuſtrious and exemplar 
than before; he became then again de. 
ſerving of that diſtinguiſhed Title of being a 
the Man after God's own Heart, and was n! 
exemplary Type of that gracious Covenant 
God was afterwards pleaſed: to enter into 
with us, when he ſent his only-begotten don 
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Religious Character of King Davin. 117 
to expiate for Sin by his Death upon the 
Croſs, for the Sake of which he declared, that 
he would not for the future be extreme to 
mark what we had done amiſs; but if the 


Concern we expreſt for our Sins was after 


a godly Sort, with Sincerity, and as they 


were odious in the Sight of God, it ſhould 


work for us a Repentance to Salvation not 


to be repented of. Eq 
"FE Now the ſacred Hiſtorian informs us, 
"FX that while Joab was beſieging of Rabbah, 
ot that David, who did not go down to the 
| Battle, but tarried at Feruſalem, one Night 
J & retiring from his Bed, went and walked 
upon the Roof of his Houſe, in order to 
: enjoy the freſh Air, the Tops of their 
"EX Houſes being broad and flat. From thence 
. he ſaw a Woman waſhing herſelf, as was 


the uſual Cuſtom in thoſe Countries, who 
EZ. was very beautiful to look upon“. The 
Sight of ſo much Beauty, of ſuch a delicate 
Shape, and fo pleaſing a Countenance and 
©Z Complexion, raiſed in the Breaſt of the un- 


guarded Monarch fo ardent a Paſſion, that 


| be immediately, without the leaſt Reflec- 


tion upon what he was about, ſent and en- 


Here I beg Leave to make an Obſervation, that from 
this Account the Divine Hiſtorian has given us of this 
Tranſaction of David, it is not improbable the Heathen 
Story of Jupiter's Rape with Proſerpine took its Riſe, 


which, I think, tends very much to prove the Antiquity 
oc the ſacred Writings. CN 
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118 Reflections on the Moral and 
quired after her. The Meſſenger ſoon re. 
turned with an Anſwer, informing him, 
that ſhe was Bathſbeba, the Daughter of 
Eliam, and the Wife of Ur:ab the Hittite, 
I think, we may conclude from this Ac. 
count of the Behaviour of David, that up. 
on his firſt Inquiry, he was in Hopes, as 
ſhe appeared to be voy young, that ſhe 
might be a Virgin, in which Caſe he might 
demand her for his Wife, which was x 
Practice, though not approved of, yet to- 
lerated under the Law of M/ s, without 
intending then to commit thoſe Crimes he 
afterwards involved himſelf in. But David 
was not ſenſible how great Lengths the 
giving free Indulgence to ſo ſtrong and im- 
petuous a Paſſion as he was then under 
would lead him; which ought to be x 
Caution to us how we at firſt give Scope to 
our Appetites, which, if not reſtrained by: 
very ſtrict Curb, will ſoon maſter us, and 
run us headlong down the Precipice of 
Vice. Thus it happened to this unforty- 
nate Prince; for the Paſſion he had then 
conceived for Bathſheba, ſoon proved too 
violent to admit of any Check or Reſtraint 
from Reaſon or Religion, and though we 
ſee his Servant had informed him, that ſhe 
was the Wife of another Man, with whom 
to have any Commerce, he could not but 
upon the leaſt Reflection be very ſenſible 
was a Crime not only ſtrictly forbidden 1 

| | | the 
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the Laws of his Country, but highly odi- 
ous in the Sight of God, yet ſo inordinate 
were his Deſires grown, that without any 
Heſitation he immediately ſent for her to 
his Palace; for thus the Divine Hiſtorian 
relates it; and David ſent Meſſengers and 
took her, and ſhe came in unto him, and he lay 
with her (for ſhe was purified from her Un- 
cleanneſs) and ſhe returned unto her own Houſe. 
David, we ſhall find had no ſooner gra- 
tified the Paſſion he had entertained for 
this beautiful Woman, than the Defire he 
had before expreſſed for her began to abate; 
fearing therefore the fatal Conſequences 
that might attend his keeping her, he 
thought it but prudent to diſmiſs her, 
thereby hoping to conceal from the Know- 


BY ledge of the World the Crime he had 
: committed, which from the whole of his 


Conduct in this Affair ſeemed to be the 
only Concern he was under; for as to the 
Crime itſelf he had been guilty of, and how _ 
diſpleaſing on that Account he muſt be to 
the Almighty, from whoſe all- ſeeing Eye 
he muſt be ſenſible, if he at all reflected, it was 
impoſſible it ſhould be concealed, he ſeems 


never once to have thought of or concerned 
> Himſelf about. This Scheme however 


of David's was fruſtrated by the Pregnancy 
of Bathſbeba, it having pleaſed Providence 
that his unlawful Commerce ſhould take 
Effect; that by the Difficulties he ſhould 
H 4 on 
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on that Account be involved in, he might 
bring him to ſome Reflection on the Na- 
ture of the Action he had been guilty of, 
and how diſpleaſing to him he muſt there- 
fore be. For the Puniſhment of Adultery, 
the Crime he had now been guilty of, was, 
according to the Law of Maſes, Death, 
However this happy Effect it had not up- 
on the King, who ſeems to have hardened 
himſelf upon this Occaſion againſt the 
Senſe of every Thing but Shame; to pre- 
vent which he bethought himſelf of an Ex. 
pedient, by ſending for her Huſband from the 
Siege, under Pretence indeed of informing 
himſelf in what Manner it was conducted, 
though his real Intention was, that Uriah 
ſhould paſs a Night or two with his Wife, 
for the Divine Hiſtorian ſays, And David 
ſent to Foab, ſaying, Send me Uriah the Hit- 
tite. And Joab ſent Uriah to David. And 
when Uriah was come unto him, David de- 
manded of him, how Joab did, and how the 
People did, and how the War proſpered. And 
David / ai to Uriah, Go down to thy Houſe, 
and waſh thy' Feet. And Uriah departed out 
of the King's Houſe, and there followed him « 
Meſs of Meat from the King. But Uriah ſlept 
at the Door of the King's Houſe, with all the 
Servants of his Lord, and went not down ti 
his Houſe. Here we ſee the King was dil- 


poſe, might imagine he had contrived {0 


appointed of his Scheme, which he, I ſup- 


: well, | 
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well, as that it could not by any Means be 
diſconcerted. For whether Ur:ab had any 


1 Suſpicion of the Injury David had done 


him with his Wife, or whether he thought 


it inconſiſtent with the generous Valour of 


1 a Soldier to ſolace himſelf at Home, while 


his General and fellow Soldiers were ex- 
poſed to the Dangers and F atigues of a 
Siege is immaterial to enquire, though from 


þ : | his Anſwer to the King, the laſt ſeems to 


have been his Motive, and therefore con- 


EZ tented himſelf with lying at the Gate of the 
Palace, with the reſt of the King's Guards. 
David being informed of this, we may 
make no Doubt, was a good deal diſcon- 
certed. He therefore ſent for him, and 


aſked him two Queſtions, enough to have 


EZ alarmed Uriah, had he been at all jealous, 
as the King's Solicitude ſavoured rather of 
lmpertinence, even though he was his So- 
EZ vereign : For David ſaid unto Uriah, cameſt 
thou not from thy Fourney * Why then didſt 
thou not go down unto thine Houſe *? To which 

EZ Enquiries of his Sovereign, this brave and 

faithful Soldier piouſly replied, and faid, 
be Ark and Iſrael, and Judah, abide in Tents, 
and my Lord Joab, and the Servants of my 
Lord are encamped in the open Fields; ſhall I 
ten go in to mine Houſe, to eat, and to drink, 
and to lie with my Wife ? As thou liveſt, and 
4, thy Soul livetb, I will not do this Thing. 
IIlt may ſurprize us perhaps, that this ſecond 


Dif. 


ö 


122 Reflections on the Moral and 


- Diſappointment David met with ſhould not 


yet rouſe him from that Lethargy of Sin he 
appears to be involved in; but he was now 
too far hardened in Iniquity to draw back; 
and the Dread of Shame, which ſeems now 
to have wholly engroſſed him, puſhes him 


on to ſtill greater Wickedneſs. He there. 


fore reſolves upon making Ur:ah drunk, not 
doubting, but that the gay Humour into 
which he expected the Liquor might work 
him, would remove his former Scruples, 
and induce him to go Home to his Wife, 


Thus did he add Intemperance to his De- 


bauchery, and endeavoured to corrupt his 
faithful Servant to do that, which he Knew, 
he in his own Conſcience thought wrong, 


and which he was ſenſible too, he had 
bound himſelf under an Oath not to per- 


form, thereby endeavouring to make hin 


become guilty of Perjury. 


SECTION TA TENTH, 


FT*HIS Scheme of David's likewik 


failed; for Uriah, tho' intoxicated 


as he was, paſled that Night alſo with the 


Guards. This Behaviour of his cauſed ſome Þ 
Jealouſies to ariſe in the King's Breaſt (for 


Guilt is naturally very ſuſpicious) that he 
was not unacquainted with the Diſgrace 


he had received by the Defilement of his . 
Wife. The Thoughts of his Guilt being 
I detected, Þ 


a 
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detected, and that by the very Perſon from 
whom of all others he would have had it 
concealed, and the Shame that would conſe- 
quently accrue to himſelf thereby, David 


could not ſupport. Having now forfeited 


his Innocence by the Adultery he had been 


| J guilty of, he became hardened in Wicked- 


neſs; and finding it impoſſible to conceal it 


3 from becoming public, without marrying. 
of Bathſbeba, he now plots how he may 


bring his Deſign about. This was impoſ- 


ſible, he knew, to be accompliſhed, while 
3 Uriah. was living. He therefore forms a 


Scheme in his Mind, the very Thought of 
which he would have abhorred ſome Time 


before, and would have ſhuddered at the 
bare Mention of it, vig. that of removing 
Uriah out of the Way, by procuring him 


to be put to Death. How often has Da- 
vid's Conduct upon this Occaſion been too 


exactly imitated. For here I cannot but 


obſerve that very cruel and inhuman Prac- 


tice of many abandoned Women, who, 
* having ſuffered themſelves to be ſeduced 
from their Virtue, have too often deſtroyed 
the Fruit of their unlawful Amour, which 


proceeds from the ſame Principle upon 


which David acted in the Cafe before us, 
bg. a Fear of Detection, and the Shame 


conſequent thereupon. This now is in 


a great Meaſure owing to a want of proper 
Thought and Reflection, and not having a 
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due and juſt Fear and Dread of the Anger 
of God. For would but People permit their 
Reaſon to have its due Influence over them, 
which would make them reflect upon the 
Conſequences of any Action before they 


enter upon it, they would not then be ſuch 
Slaves to their Appetites and Paſſions, a, 


is now but a too melancholy Truth they 
are. By this Means reſiſting the firſt 
Temptation that offered itſelf to them, 
their Succeſs would give them Strength 
and Spirits to baffle its ſecond Attack, and 
thus through their own Endeavours, and 
the Grace of God co-operating with them, 


which will always attend them on ſuch 


Occaſions, if it be not their own Fault, 
having eſcaped the Guilt of one ſinful 


Action, they may perhaps have reſcued 
themſelves from that Gulph of Iniquity, 


which though unperceived indeed by them 


laid ready to devour them : For Sin once 
complied with, deſtroys that Abhorrence 


in us towards it, which we ought to en- 


tertain for it, not only as it is prejudicial to 
_ ourſelves, but likewiſe diſpleaſing and odi- 
ous in the Sight of God; the Obligation 


of which being once removed, every other 
Preſervative of our Innocence fails us; and 
having ſubmitted to commit one wilful 
Sin, that ſoon entangles us in another, 
which enhances. our. Guilt, and which if 
any Perſon had forewarned us would oy 

| been 


1 
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been the Caſe, we ſhould probably with 


Hazael have cried out with Indignation, 
What, is thy Servant a Dog, that be ſhould 


do this great Thing ? 


David, we ſee, having thus determined 
to remove his faithful Servant Ur:ah out of 
the Way, endeavours to contrive it in ſuch 
a Manner, as that it might not be known it 
was done by his Appointment. To this Pur- 

ſe he imagines, that if Ur:ab ſhould fall 
in Battle, it would give the leaſt Matter for 
Suſpicion, He therefore wrote a Letter 
to Joab, which he ſent by Uriah, thereby 


ungenerouſly making him the Meſſenger of 


his own Deſtruction. For he wrote in the 
Letter, ſaying, Set ye Uriah in the Forefront 
of the hotteſt Battle, and retire ye from him, 
that he may be ſmitten and die. The learned 
Dr. Chandler, in his Remarks upon this Part 
of the Character of David, thinks that his 
cauſing Uriah to be put to Death in this 
Manner to be ſome Alleviation of his Crime. 


For there were many other Ways, he ſays, 
to have effected this, which would have 


reflected a greater Baſeneſs upon him, as 


ſuppoſe he had removed him out of the 


Way, by Poiſon, Aſſaſſination, or a falſe 
Charge of Treaſon, Methods which the 
Eaſtern Monarchs were well acquainted 
with. But his cauſing him to fall in the 
Bed of Honour, gloriouſly fighting againſt 
he Enemies of his King and Country, 

e N ſhew 
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ſhew that David had a kind of Generoſity 


even in his very Crimes. ä 
But here I beg Leave to diſſent in Opinion 

from the learned Doctor. For firſt I muſt 
own, I do not ſee any remarkable Generoſity 
in making a Man the Ambaſſador, as it were, 
of his own Death, as David did now in the 
Caſe before us, that being almoſt as great a 
Piece of Treachery as can well be contrived; 
and where there is any Thing of the latter, 
it muſt neceſſarily exclude every Degree of 
the former. But then ſecondly, from Da: 
vid's whole Behaviour in this Affair, I an 
apt to believe, that had any of the Method; 
above-mentioned ſuited better with his 
Scheme of concealing the Crime he had 
committed than that he made Uſe of, he 
would not have ſcrupled putting it in Ex. 
ecution. For it is not to be ſuppoſed, that 
he who had already overcome ſuch great 
Obſtacles, would have ſtopt at this leſſer 
one, in Compariſon of the others, or would 
have laid aſide his Scheme, and ſubmitted 
to the Shame he might juſtly have expected 
to have incurred by the Detection of his 
Crimes, rather than not have complied 
with them. Beſides, the Method he now 
made Uſe of, might without any Impro- 
priety be called a Kind or Degree of Aſſaſſi- 
nation, fince he himſelf was made the In- 
ſtrument of his own Deſtruction, by con- 
veying the Letter to Joab, which unknown 
— 5 to 


F * 
1 


beds HA — ñw— — 3 CD Sok_ . . aw” Py '  - . TP — . ,«⏑⁰·1 


2 A 


„ . m— o 
2 IT... oa — 2 
3 * 


* „ he Hb 935 1 . 


Religious Character of King DAVID. 127 
to him contained the Inſtructions for his 
Murder. | 

As a further Alleviation of this Crime 
David had been guilty of, the Doctor ſeems 
to think, that the Death of Ur:ab was 
abſolutely neceſſary in order to the Pre- 
ſervation of Bathſheba, as the Law, with re- 
gard to the Puniſhment of the Crime ſhe 
had been guilty of, was expreſly Death, and 
that the Roughneſs of Ur:ab's Temper 
would have made him demand ſuch a Satiſ- 
faction. Now, in order to render a guilty 
Man leſs culpable, I can by no Means think 
it juſtifiable to view the Character of an 
innocent much injured Man in ſuch a 
Light, as without any reaſonable Ground 
to throw ſuch a diſagreeable Shade upon it, 


as to draw off that Pity and Concern we 


ought to expreſs towards ſuch cruel and 
inhuman Treatment as he met with, and 
to make us imagine him in ſome Meaſure 
deſerving of it. For though there was a 
great Firmneſs in the Diſpoſition of Ur:ah, 
ns may be ſeen from his Behaviour dur- 
ing the Time he ſtaid in Court, when 
fent for thither by his Royal Maſter, yet 
from no Part of Scripture do I think we 


have any Warrant to aſſert, that he was 


either ill-natured or churliſh, which I 
think, if I am not miſtaken, is implied in 
what the Doctor would ſeem to inſinuate 
from Uriab's Behaviour, and the Willing- 
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neſs he would have ſhewn in demanding 
the Puniſhment requiſite on ſuch Occa- 
ſions, and in proſecuting his Vengeance 
againſt her to the uttermoſt. But granting 
that he would, it is not to be imagined but 


that the King of Hrael, who was now firm. 


ly eſtabliſhed on the Throne, would have 
had Intereſt and Power ſufficient to haye 
preſerved her from the Rigour of the Lay, 
For who was there that dare have made 


ſuch a Demand, when they ſhould come to 


find that ſhe had been deflowered by the 
King ? His Nobles, it is likely, would haye 
been unwilling to do ſuch a Thing, as it 
might have been incompetent with their 
Intereſt ; and then with Regard to the lower 
Rank of People, they might have made 
free with their Sovereign's Character on this 
Occaſion, but the Force of their Reſentment 


could have proceeded no further than 2 
few inſignificant Threats. I cannot there- 


fore think Uriah's Death to be abſolutely 
neceſſary with regard to the Preſervation 


of Bathſheba; and ſuppoſing that it was, I 


know of no Law, either human or divine, 


that will juſtify the putting an innocent 


Perſon to Death in order to preſerve the 
Guilty, though done by the Perſon who 
has been acceſſary to the making them fo, 


This therefore, in my Opinion, can be no 


Alleviation of David's Crime with regard 
to the Caſe of Uriah, I hope the * 
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will excuſe the Liberty I have taken with 
him, but a Regard to Truth in whatever 
Caſe ought to overcome every other Con- 
Uriah being thus put out of the Way, 
and the King informed of the whole' Pro- 


E ſidefation. 


= cceding, which was tranſacted by Jab in 


the moſt artful Manner imaginable, in order 


to- take off from the King every Degree of 
W Suſpicion, which elſe the Meſſenger might 
have entertained: The King then in- 
formed Bath/heba of the Death of her Huſ- 
band, which, conſidering her diſagreeable 
W Situation, we may imagine was no un- 
= welcome News to her. However, to ob- 
W ſerve common Decency, ſhe mourned the 
W uſual Time, which was it ſeems ſeven 
* Days, during which Time the 7eus ſe- 


cluded themſelves from all kinds of Diver- 


4 x38 


Es 


ſions. As ſoon as her Mourning was ended, 
the King immediately took her to Wife, 
becauſe any further Delay in the Circum- 


ſtances ſhe was then in, would have been a 
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Means of his Adultery with her being diſ- 
covered, and ſo all the Pains he had taken 


to conceal it would have been fruſtrated. 


As ſoon therefore as he could he married 
her, and all Danger of Diſcovery by this 


Step being removed, he appears to have had 


no Remorſe for the Crimes he had com- 


mitted, and if ever he did reflect upon 
what he had done, and the Steps he had 
F e 8 
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taken to the perpetrating his iniquitous | g 
Scheme, they made but little Impreſſion f 
upon him, and were I ſoon forgot, or 2 
ſuppoſing they might have ſome Effect, ſ. 
yet ſtill he had ſome Salvo or other by WW 
which he quieted his Conſcience, and by, © 
that Means ſo much ſoothed it, that it gane ti 
him but little Uneaſineſs. 1 


| This Caſe of David's in this particular T 
is not uncommon, for if we look into tie er 
World, we ſhall find very many, wv WT un 
though they live in the Commiſſion of the WH ly 
moſt flagrant Crimes, the Guilt of which! T 
they cannot but be very ſenſible of, yet I; WF T 


ſome falſe Reaſoning or other, which y: ſe 
are all too apt to make uſe of, in Thing ur 
nearly concerning ourſelves, render them. by 
ſelves perfectly eaſy with regard to th: th 
Crimes they have committed. This gy Fe 


Proſpect however is not very laſting, . w 
there generally comes a Time, when tie in 
Veil, which they have drawn over then, an 
ſhall be removed, and the Folly of thor WF th 
ſpecious Arguments they have made ut of 
of, ſhall clearly appear. Then ſhall the we 
Steps they have taken, in order to conceal ly 
their Shame from the World, prove the ot: 
Means of their being diſcovered, and the av: 
Detection of their Crimes ſhall bring them he 
to a Senſe of the Guilt they have thereby di 
incurred. Then ſhall they in vain will | Pr 
for their former Innocence, and would "a tio 
„ ol 4 \ 2.) | 
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gladly give up the Fruits of their Injuſtice 
for one Moment's Enjoyment of that Eaſe 
and Peace of Mind which they once poſ- 
ſeſſed, which they then did not know the 
Value of, but now find it to be more pre- 
cious than Gold, and of greater Eſtima- 
tion than Rubies. This Conſideration, if 
we ever refleted on the Conſequences of 
Things, might ſurely be a Means of our 
endeavouring to preſerve our Innocency 
and retain our Integrity. And I am firm- 
ly perſuaded, that if David upon the firſt 
Temptation had but juſt given himſelf. 
Time cooly to reflect upon the fatal Con- 
ſequences attending the Indulgence of fo 
unlawful a Paſſion as he was then aQuated 
by, we ſhould not have been Witneſſes of 
this melancholy Fall of the Royal Patriarch. 
For the Goodneſs of his natural Diſpoſition 
was ſuch, which he likewiſe had greatly 
Improved by confirmed Habits of Piety 
and Virtue, that he would have abhorred 
the very Thoughts of committing Crimes 
of ſo deep a Dye. For the want of this, 
we ſee, he fell. Let us then, inſtead of cruel- 
ly inſulting him in this his truly dejected 
State, rather take Warning from him to 
avoid the Rock on which he ſplit. For we 
ſhould conſider, that if a Man of David's 
diſtinguiſhed Piety and Goodneſs was not 
Proof againſt the Force of ſuch Tempta- 
tions, through want of a little Recollection, 

9 0 I 2 .* .» how 
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how can we, who are not yet arrived at his 0 
Perfection, hope to eſcape, if we ſhall ne- * 
glect to make Uſe of the Means neceſſary 5 
thereto. But to proceed on in the Royal b 
Patriarch's Character. in 
SECTION Tur ELEVENTH. i 
FAVING thus laid before the Reader by 
in as plain and conciſe a Manner as © 

I could, the whole of this melancholy 1 
Tranſaction, which muſt ſurely have Q 


touched every tender and humane Breaſt hi 
with Pity and Concern, to behold a Man, 
who till this unhappy Affair was deſery. 
edly the Object of Eſteem and Veneration, 
on Account of his many amiable Virtues, 
and exemplary Piety towards his God, thus 
hurried at once through the Violence of 
his Paſſions from the Pinnacle of Goodneſ, 
into the fathomleſs Gulph of Vice, I proceed 
now to conſider the dreadful Effects theſe his 
Crimes produced, and his being at Length 
awakened thereby, from that Lethargy of Sin 


in which his Soul had been long involved, . 
to that ſerious Senſe of the Heinouſneſs of Ti 
the Guilt he had incurred by theſe foul af 
Crimes he had committed, as worked in the 
him a Repentance unto Salvation, not to be ſer 
repented of. 5 3 thc 

Had it been the hard Fate of David to Gn 


have been judged before a human TROY 
535 or 
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for theſe Crimes he had committed, he 
would have experienced the tender Mercies 
of many of his Accuſers and Judges, to have 
been only rigid Cruelty, who ſo far from 
hearing what he might have had to alledge 
in his Defence, would rather than not have 
condemned him, have ſuborned even falſe 
Witneſſes againſt him, as the Jews did in 
the Caſe of our bleſſed Saviour. But Da- 
vid was ſo happy as to fall into the Hands 
of a more merciful and impartial Judge, 
who at no Times defires the Death of a 
Sinner, but rather that he ſhould turn from 
his Sin and be ſaved. The Almighty enter- 
tained a much higher Reſentment of Da- 
vid's Crimes, than it was poſſible for Man 
to conceive, ſince he is of purer Eyes than 
to behold Iniquity, and therefore his Diſ- 
| pleaſure againſt him muſt be proportion- 
able, conſequently his Juſtice demanded a 
ſevere and ample Satisfaction. But as his 
Juſtice is infinite, ſo likewiſe are his Mer- 
cies. In the midſt of Anger therefore he 
remembered Mercy; and though he cor- 
rected his Servant with all the Severity that 
his Vices required, yet he at the ſame 
Time inflicted it with all the Tenderneſs 
of a Parent. How does this Behaviour 
then of Divine Providence towards his 
ſervant David condemn the Conduct of 
thoſe Men, who being not content to con- 
fine themſelves within the Bounds of Cha- 
IM, ao 


236 Reflections en the Moral and 

rity and Truth, not only bchold every 
Crime of the unfortunate Patriarch in a 
magnifying Mirror, but even charge him 
with what he was entirely innocent of, 
Theſe do not ſtand to be bid to throw the 
firſt Stone at him, but of their own accord 
endeayour to overwhelm him and deſtroy 
him with their Accuſations. How much 
Reaſon then have theſe Men to fear that 
thoſe Jews, who were concerned in bring- 
ing the Woman taken in Adultery before 
our Lord, ſhall riſe up in Judgment againſt 
them and condemn them. For they at the 
Rebuke of our Saviour, whom they acknow- 
ledged not for the Meſſiah, but eſteemed 
as a Deceiver and Impoſtor, yet departed 
one by one, leaving him and the Woman 
by themſelves: Whereas theſe Men, 
in open Defiance of his Command, in 
whoſe Name they have been baptized, and 


whoſe Religion they either do, or would 


be thought to profeſs, condemn where he 
has not condemned. But I wiſh they 
would conſider the Folly and Impiety of 
ſuch a Procedure. For who are we, that 
we ſhould undertake upon ourſelves to 
judge another Man with regard to his ſpi— 
ritual State, who are neither authorized 
nor qualified for the Taſk ? To his own 
Maſter he ſtandeth or falleth. It would 
become us better, to take Heed to our own 
Ways leaſt we fall, and to reflect, that with 
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whatſoever Meaſure we mete, it ſhall . be 
meaſured to us again. But to proceed. 

God being highly incenſed againſt Da- 
vid for the great Crimes he had juſt com- 
mitted, made Choice of the Prophet Na- 
than, to go and denounce his ſevere Judg- 
ments againſt him, at the Time when that 

Monarch, inſenſible of his Guilt, was in- 
dulging himſelf in the criminal Effects 
of his Adultery. The Prophet, who knew 
the generous and upright Heart of David, 
in every Caſe where this new and degrad- 
ing Paſſion was not concerned, accoſted 
him with a Parable, an excellent and en- 
gaging Method of conveying either Re- 
proof or Inſtruction, as it made Men in a 

great Meaſure their own Accuſers, by con- 

vincing them of their Errors and Maiſcar- 
riages, without mentioning them in ex- 
preſs Terms, which is what commonly 
makes Advice and Admonition ſo diſagree- 
able and irkſome. There were two Men, 
ſays he, in one City, the one Rich, and the 
other Poor. The rich Man had exceeding 
many Flocks and Herds : but the poor Man had 
nothing ſave one little Ewe Lamb, which be 
bad bought and nouriſhed up : and it grew up 
together with him and with his Children; it 
did eat of bis own Meat, and drank of his own 
Cup, and lay in his Boſom, and was unto him 
as a Daughter. And there came a Traveller 
unto the rich Man, and be ſpared io tab of 
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his own Flock, and of his cwn Herd to dreſ, 
For the way-faring Man that was come unto 
him; but took the poor Man's Lamb, and 
dreſſed it for the Man that <was come to him, 
The Prophet, we find, throughout this whole 
Parable, never touches upon the Murder 
of Uriah, as the Reſemblance in that Cafe 
would have been perfectly complete. The 
Reaſon for which ſome imagine was, that 
Dawid, by not readily apprehending the 
Meaning of Nathan, might be induced una- 
wares to pronounce a Sentence of Con- 
demnation upon himſelf. And .then he 
had a fair Opportunity to ſhew him, that 
if the rich Man, who deprived his poor 

Neighbour of his Lamb, deſerved to die 
according to his own Judgment ; how much 
more did he deſerve the ſame Puniſhment, 
who had not only taken another Man's 
Wife, to be his own Wife, but had alſo 
cauſed her Huſband who had been his true 
and faithful Servant, and therefore had 
deſerved well of him, to be ſlain by the 
Sword of Heathens, and Idolaters. 

If this was the Prophet's Intention, as it 
1s by no Means improbable it might be, it 
had, we ſhall find, the defired Effect. For 
the aggravating Circumſtances, with which 
Nathan enforced his Parable, kindled the 
Wrath of David to ſuch a Degree, that he 
pronounced Sentence of Death againſt the 
Perſon who had been guilty of ſuch un- 


- 
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natural Violence. This was a greater Pu- 
niſhment indeed than the Law inflicted, or. 
the Fact in Truth deſerved, but it ſhews 
us that whilſt we are moſt blind to our- 
ſelves and our own Faults, we are com- 
monly the moſt ſevere againſt others, and 
will by no Means allow the Mote in our 
Brother's Eye, though at the ſame Time 
we have a Beam in our own. But the 
Prophet ſoon turned the Edge of this ſe- 
vere Denunciation of David upon himſelf, 
and moſt convincingly proved to him how 
_ cruel and unjuſt, profligate and abandoned 
he had been, in the Crimes of Adultery 
and Murder he had not long ſince com- 
| mitted, and how highly he had offended 
the Almighty thereby. And Nathan ſaid 
| fo David, Thou art the Man. He then re- 
capitulated to him all the Aggravations of 
his double Crime, particularly the Ingrati- 
| tude he had been guilty of by this vile 
Action, to his Divine Benefactor and Al- 
mighty Protector, and what Opportunity 
ſuch abandoned Behaviour had given to the 
Enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme ? For 
what Notion could they entertain of the 
Purity of that Religion, or the Juſtice and 
| Goodneſs of its Divine Founder, if Offen- 
ces of ſo great Impurity and Cruelty were 
permitted in its Profeſſors? What Diffe- 
rence in Fact was there then, between the 

Jewiſh Religion and the Heathen? And 
e how 
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how could God juſtify his Vengeance 
againſt them for the abominable Impieties, 
of which he had made David his particular 
Inſtrument, if he ſhould permit the fame 
in his own peculiar People, whom he hag 
for this Reaſon ſeparated, that they might 
be Examples to the reſt of the World, net 
only for Purity of Worſhip, but likewiſe 
Holineſs of Life. | 

Here I beg Leave to make a Remark 
upon the Behaviour of Nathan on this im- 

ortant Occaſion. He came, we find, by 
the Command of God to reprove his So- 
vereign for the great Crimes he had com- 
mitted. Commiſſioned with this Authority 
he without the leaſt Heſitation obeys, and 
with a prophetic Boldneſs reproves hi; 
Royal Maſter. Vet at the ſame Time that 
he was performing this Commiſſion he had 
received from the Almighty, he ſtill pre. 
ſerves all that juſt and proper Decorum, 
that was becoming him as a Subject, an 
Example that it is to be wiſhed the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel would follow and imi- 
tate. We ſhould conſider that our Commil- 
ſion extends to High as well as Low; none 
are beyond the Reach and Power of it, 
ſince he hath commanded no Man to do 
 wickedly, nor hath he given any Man a 
Licence to ſin. Therefore when Occaſion 
calls upon us to exerciſe our Office in this 
particular, we are by no Means to reſpec: 
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the Perſon of any one ; we are not to fear 
' the Power of the Great, nor yet deſpiſe 
the Condition of the Low ; for, if through 
our Neglect, either die in their Iniquity, 
they indeed ſhall anſwer for the ſame, but 
their Blood will be required at our Hands. 
We muſt not then hearken unto them, 
though we are ſure to meet with the ſame 
Obſtruction, which Jaiab deſcribes the 
Prophets to have met with in his Time 
from the People of Judah, who ſaid to the 
Seers, ſee not, and to the Prophets, propheſy not 
unto us right Things, ſpeak unto us ſmooth. 
| Things, propheſy Deceits: Get you out of the 
May, turn aſide out of the Path, cauſe the | 
Holy One of Iſrael to ceaſe from before us. 
Iſai. xxx. 10, 11. That we may be more 
acceptable to People in general by follow- 
ing this Advice, the Licentiouſneſs of the 
preſent Age leaves us no room to doubt. 
It behoves us therefore to imitate the 
other Part of Nathan's Behaviour, and en- 
deavour always to temper our Reproof 
with Gentleneſs, and to obſerve a proper 
Decorum towards our Superiors, whenever 
| our Office requires of us to reprove them 
for their Faults : Never to uſe an unbecom- 
ing Roughneſs to any one, and chiefly to 
be cautious and circumſpect with regard to 
| our own Conduct. For how can we preſs 
upon others Repentance and Amendment 
of Life, if we ourſelves ſhall be found de- 
ficient ? 
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tremble; but it was owing to the Ex- 
emplarineſs of his Life and Converſation, 


cauſed his Sermon to have that powerful 


will not ſcruple therefore to aſſert, that: 


Converſation is unholy, though he be at 
the ſame Time Maſter of the moſt power- 


proceed. | 


concerning the Heinouſneſs of the Sins he 
had committed, and how highly God Al- 
mighty was diſpleaſed with him on that 


ficient? Or what Weight can we ſuppoſe 
our Admonitions will have in ſuch a Caſe > 
Had not St. Paul lived in ſo exemplary x 
Manner, as to have always a Conſcience 
void of Offence towards God and towards 
Man, he would have been unable to haye 
reaſoned with ſuch Force and Energy con- 
cerning Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and a 
Judgment to come, as to have made Fel 


co-operating with the Grace of God, that 


Effect; without which all his Oratory and 
Arguments had been to little Purpoſe. 


moderate Preacher of God's Word, if hi 
Example does not give the Lie to his Pre- 
cept, will prevail more with his Audience 
to pay him due and proper Attention, than 
one, whoſe Manners are diſſolute and whoſe 


ful Eloquence ; becauſe when this fails, 
Example generally will prevail, and bring 
forth the fruits of Righteouſneſs. But to 


The Diſcourſe of the Prophet to David, 


Account, brought the unhappy Monarch l 
9 ſuc! 
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ſach a ſerious Senſe of the Perverſeneſs of 
his Ways, as filled his Soul with the deep- 
eſt Sorrow and Contrition ; and his Guilt 
appeared to him now ſo great, that he could 
only ſay amidſt the Anguiſh that over- 
whelmed him, I have finned againſt \the 
Lord. This open and generous Confeſſion ' 


of the Royal Patriarch was attended with 


ſo ſincere and unfeigned a Remorſe for the 
Sin he had been guilty of, that he who 
ſearches our Hearts, and knows our moſt 
ſecret Thoughts, and from whoſe all- ſeeing 
Eye nothing can be concealed, immediately 
commiſſioned his Prophet to remit the 


| ſpiritual Part of the Puniſhment denounced 


againſt David for his Sin, and that he had 


accepted his Repentance ; and Nathan ſaid, 


The Lord alſo hath taken away thy Sin, thou 
alt not die. In that Expreſſion, Thou ſbalt 


— . 0 


not die, many learned Men are of Opinion, 
that only temporal Death was implied and 
threatened to David, and therefore the 
whole of his Pardon conſiſted in having his 


Life ſpared him. That temporal Death 


was implied and chiefly meant in theſe 
Words, I readilv grant; and that his being 
permitted to live, was the Pardon granted 
him ; but that they meant nothing turther, 
and had no relation to a future State, I can 
by no Means conſent to; ſor from the Si- 
milarity of this Expreſſion with others of 


the like Import in the Old Teſtament, and 


which 
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which I ſhall by and by have Occaſion t, 
conſider and prove, were meant in a ſpiri. = 
tual. Senſe, this muſt be likewiſe underſtood Þ p 
| in the ſame. How amiable does the Divine tc 
| Goodneſs appear upon this Occaſion? tl 
How infinite are his Mercies? He beholi; * © 
we ſee with Pity and Concern the Anguiſn p 
of his Soul his Servant was under upon! 8. 
the Reflection of what he had done, and! # 
1 how highly he muſt have offended hin, o 
=: who had ever protected and defended hin, a 
F He therefore immediately accepts of his Re. P 
EF morſe upon this Occaſion, and aſſures him 8 
his Pardon and Forgiveneſs for the Crims it 
| he had been guilty of. What Encourage. WF C: 
| | ment is here given the ſincere Penitent? Hoy c 
N | | | hardened muſt that Man be, that can with el 
be ſtand the Force of this Precedent ? Her: V 
Y we behold the Divine Being extending hi p 
[1 Mercy and Compaſſion to a ſincere Peri. 
"n tent, and ſtretching forth his Hand to far: 
un him from eternal Deſtruction. Inſtead then 
of imitating David in his Repentance, vil 
| | | we like Pharoah continue to harden ou ] 
E | Hearts, and with him declare, we will hae h 
1 none of his Counſel, nor in the leaſt hearken C 
1 to his Advice, but notwithſtanding all that 8 
| | he can ſay, will {till go on in our Wicked- - b 
| | neſs. This ſhould ſeem to be our Reſolu- f 
| tion, elſe how could we otherwiſe take 110 © 
| | Pleaſure in raiſing Objections and Diff. © 


culties to this Tranſaction between God 
2 G "i 
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and his Servant in Diſtreſs, by preſuming 
to call in Queſtion the Sincerity of that Re- 
pentance which the Almighty was pleaſed 
to acknowledge and accept of, and to aſſert 
that we have no Proof of it from Scripture; 


God's declaring by the Mouth of his Pro- 


phet to David, that he had taken away his 
Sin, and therefore ſhould not die, was 


there no other Proof, ſhould be ſufficient, 


one would think, to convince any ſerious 
and conſiderate Perſon, that the Royal 
Patriarch's Repentance was unfeigned and 


Sincere. But as there are many Paſſages 


in the ſacred Writings which prove the 


ſame, to remove every Objection, and 


convince the Gain-fayer, if it ſhall pleaſe 


the Divine Goodneſs to take away the 


Veil of Infidelity from his Heart, I will 
produce ſome tew of them. 


SECTION THE TWELFTH. 


N proving 4 Sincerity of David s Re- 

pentance, I ſhall firſt conſider his Be- 
haviour upon the Lord's having ſtruck the 
Child that Ur:2/'s Wife bare unto him. 
Secondiy, Upon Shimei's curſing him, when 
he came to Balurim, having been driven 
from FJeruſalem by the Rebellion of his 
Son. And thirdly, I ſhall beg Leave to 
quote and conſider thoſe particular Pſalms 
which he compoted on this Occaſion, and 
which, = 
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which, from the Concern that is expreſſed 
in each of them, are by way of Diſtinction 
ſtiled the penitential Pſalms. | 

Firſt, Tam to confider his Behaviour up. 
on God's having ſtruck the Child that 
Uriab's Wife bare unto him. Upon Da. 
vid's generous and noble Confeſſion of his 
Sins, and the ſincere Sorrow that attended 


it, the Prophet Nathan immediately, we 


find, received a Commiſſion from the Al- 


mighty, to remit the ſpiritual Part of his 


Puniſhment, vis. that he ſhould not un- 
dergo the ſecond or eternal Death, as x 


Proof of which his Life, which, on Ac- 


count of the Crimes he had been guilty of, 


was legally forfeited, ſhould likewiſe be 


ſpared. But then at the ſame Time he 
aſſured him, that becauſe by this Deed he 
had given that Occaſion to the Enemies of 
the Lord to blaſpheme, that the Child 
that ſhould be born unto him ſhould ſurely 


die, and that the other Part of the Puniſh- 


ment he had threatened him with ſhould 
likewiſe in its due Time be fulfilled. As 


ſoon therefore as his Wife was delivered, 


the Lord, according as his Prophet had de- 


clared, ſtruck the Child, and it was very 


dick, David, who was truly ſenſible on 
what Account this Sickneſs was inflicted, 
was moved with the deepeſt Anguiſh and 
Sorrow for the Occaſion. He wanted not 


then any Monitor to recal his wandering 


a” 


Thoughts, 
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Thoughts, for his own Heart ſufficiently 
teſtified to him the Enormity of the Crimes 
he had been guilty of, and what a Stain his 
Soul had thereby contracted. But though 
he knew his own Guilt was great, and for 
that Reaſon he was juſtly deſerving of the 
Puniſhment that was inflicted on him, yet 
he had often experienced the infinite Mer- 
cies of the Almighty, and that upon the 
earneſt Intreaties of his Creatures, eſpe- 
cially when accompanied with Weeping, 
Faſting and Mourning, he was ſometimes 
perſuaded to reverſe his Decrees concerning 
them. David therefore beſought God for the 
Child, and he faſted, and went in, and lay all 
Night upon the Earth : And his Earneſtneſs 
on this Occaſion was ſo great, that tho” 
the Elders of his Houſe by all the Methods 
of Perſuaſion that they could make ule of, 
would have raiſed him up from the Earth, 
and have had him take ſome Refreſhment, 
yet he refuſed and was not to be prevailed 
upon. It was not ſo much the loſing the 
Child that David on this Occafion was ſo 

much affected for (though that in all Pro- 
bability was ſome Part of his Concern) but 
the Cauſe it was owing to, that fo def ply 
troubled him, as his Behaviour upon the 
Death of the Child evidently ſhews. For 
when the Child was dead, his Servants 
feared to tell him of it: For they ſaid, 
Behold, while the Child ꝛvas yet alive, we ſpoke. 
K unto 
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unto him, and he would not hearken unto ur] 
Voice: How will he then vex himſelf, if we tell 
him that the Child is dead. They reaſoneg 
in this Manner, becauſe they imagined that 
David's Concern was wholly for the Child,, 
and therefore wiſely concluded, that if bis 
Grief for the Child's Sickneſs was ſo great, 
he would moſt certainly be inconſolable, 
when he ſhould come to be informed that 
the Child was dead. But as ſoon as David 
perceived by the Behaviour of his Servant; 
that what they would endeavour to conceal 
from him had really happened, he put the 
Queſtion to them, and was anſwered in 
the Affirmative. Since now it was impoſ. 
ſible for him to reverſe what the Almighty 
had executed, the good Man pioully ac- 
quieſces under this his Diſpenſation, and 
reſigns without a Murmur to the Will of 
his Providence. 

The firſt Thing therefore he did was to 
go and offer up his Addreſſes to the Al- 
mighty, thereby declaring to the World, 
with what pious Reſignation he ſubmits 
himſelf to God : He then returns to his 
Houſe, and receives the neceſſary Refreſh- 
ments of Nature, as it nothing had hap- 
pened. This Behaviour of David's, ſo con- 
trary to what the Generality of the World 
practiſe, greatly aſtoniſhed his Servants, Þ* 
and they were unable to account for it. 
They ſaid therefore unto him, What Yoing 
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is this that thou haſt done? Thou did faſt and 
weep for the Child, while it was ali ve, but 
when the Child was dead, thou didſt riſe 
and eat Bread; for they ſeemed by this 
Queſtion to be rather offended in beholding 
him thus upon the Child's Death returning 
to himſelf again and his former Enjoy- 
ments, imagining, it is probable, that from 
this Circumſtance his Grief was not ſo great 
as he pretended it was, and therefore that 
he was not ſo much affected as he had ap- 
peared to them. But to this their Enquiry 
the Royal Patriarch moſt wiſely and piouſly 
replied, ſaying, While the Child was yet alive, 
1 faſted and wept, for I ſaid, who can tell 
_ whether God will be gracious to me that the 
Child may live? But now be is dead, where- 
' foreſhulld J faſt? Can I bring him back again? 
I /hall go to him, but he ſhall not return to me. 
Which is as much as if he had ſaid, whilſt 


there is Life, there is Room for Hope, and 
it is my Duty to do all I can by Prayer and 
Supplication to Him in whoſe Hands are 
the Iſſues of Life, as well as by all human 
Means to endeavour to reſtore him to his 
bodily Health. But now he is dead, 
| wherefore ſhould I faſt and weep? Can 1 
bring him back again? That were impious 
as well as fooliſh to expect or defire. God 
has now determined his Fate, and it be- 
comes me to acquieſce in his Diſpenſations, 
and patiently without any repining ſubmit 
| es 1 K 2 ; 1 my- 


ſuch as theſe ſhall pretend to ſtartle at Da- 


vid 
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myſelf to his bleſſed Will. This Conſide- 


ration however remains to me for my Com- 


fort, that he is now in the beſt Hands; 


and that I ſhall go, if I endeavour to imi- 
tate the Innocency of this Babe, to the 
ſame Place, where he now enjoys uninter- 


rupted Happineſs, though he ſhall not re- 


turn again to this wretched Scene of Miſery 
and Woe, 


Io a Perſon who impartially and atten- 
_ tively conſiders the Behaviour of David on 


this melancholy Occaſion, it muſt, I ſhould 
think, appear to have been wholly in- 


fluenced by the Motives of Piety and an en- 
tire Reſignation to the Divine Will, and at 
the ſame Time impreſſed with a deep Senſe 


of his own Unworthineſs. How unlike to 
this is the general Behaviour of Mankind? 


When Providence permits the evil Effects 


of our Vices to take Place, how widely dif- 


ferent do we act? Inſtead of following the 
Example of David, and like him bewail- 
ing our manifold Sins and Iniquities, and 
piouſly acquieſcing in whatever he ſhall 
think fit to inflict upon us, we murmur 
and repine at his Diſpenſations, impiouſly 
impute to him the fatal Conſequences of 
our own Folly, and ſooner than ſupport 


them, raſhly put a Period to our Lives, and 
with all our Sins unrepented of, ruſh as it 
were into his offended Preſence. And yet 


- 
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vid's being called, the Man after God's own 
Heart, and preſume to call ſuch an Appel- 
lation an impious Profanation of the Divine 
Majeſty. Was this their zeal for God real 
and unfeigned it would indeed be laudable; 
but as their own Actions teſtify how little 
Regard they have for the Honour of God, 
it ſhould rather appear that they envied 
David for his Piety and Goodneſs, and 
would have taken a Pleaſure in beholding 
the Royal Patriarch fall a Sacrifice to his 
unlawful Deſires, than any real Concern 
they were under for the wrong Application 
of that truly valuable Title. For if Men 
would conſider, that this Title was given 
to David by God himſelf, at a Time, when 
we may be ſure he knew he was truly de- 
ſerving of it; therefore when upon the ſin- 
cere and unfeigned Repentance of the Royal 
Patriarch, the ſame Divine Being was 
pleaſed by his Prophet to declare, he had 
taken away his Sin, and that he ſhould not 
die, he then became again entitled to the 
ſame Appellation, ſince what was offenſive 
to the Almighty in David was by his 
Tears of Contrition and Remorſe waſhed 
away; and being thereby cleanſed from 
the Stain and Pollution of Guilt, he became 
again acceptable in his Sight, and is now 
to be ranked in the Number of his faith- 
ful Servants. FC 2 
Beſides by the Phraſe, that he ſhould 
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not die, the Almighty was pleaſed to com- 
fort his afflicted Servant with the Aſſurance 
that not only his Life ſhould not be for- 
feited here, but that likewife he ſhould 
not Joſe eternal Happineſs in the next 


World, in caſe he did not for the future 


offend ; for the Meaning of thoſe Words 


in the oriental Tongue import ſo much, 


Now the Happineſs of the Bleſſed, we 


know, conſiſt in the Fruition of God, and 


in endeavouring to reſemble him in all 
Purity and Goodneſs. Of this Happi- 


neſs, a wicked immoral Man is incapable; 


it being impoſſible in the Nature of Things 
for ſuch a one to take any Enjoyment in 
thoſe Things of which his Happineſs is 


to conſiſt : For a wicked Man living and 
delighting himſelf in his Wickedneſs, would 


be miſerable even in Heaven itſelf, ſuppo- 


ſing it poſſible nevertheleſs for him to ar- 


rive there. That this Promiſe of the Al- 
mighty's to David was upon the Demiſe of 
that Patriarch fulfilled, St. Pæul, by the 
Spirit of God, has aſſured us. For in the 
Catalogue of thoſe Worthies whom he in- 
forms his H:brew Converts, through Faith 
wrought Righteouſneſs, and obtained a good 
Report, he mentions the Patriarch David. 


Now that theſe are made Partakers of a 


bleſſed Immortality is certain. For when our 
bleſſed Lord would give us an Idea of the 


higheſt Felicity in Heaven, he deſcribes it 


by 
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by being in Abraham's Boſom ; conſequent- 
ly that Patriarch muſt be happy now in 
this his ſeparate State; from whence we 
may ſafely conclude, that he will not be 
leſs happy after the genera] Reſurrection. 
Now we cannot ſuppoſe that St. Paul, in 
exhorting his Hebrew Converts to hold faſt 
the Profeſſion of their Faith without wa- 


vering from the Deſcription of the Advan- 


tages that attended it, and the Immutabi- 


lity of him that promiſed them, would in 


the Number of thoſe whom he aſſured 


them by having ſuch a Faith had obtained 


thoſe Advantages in Part, and were certain 


of obtaining at the general Day of Account, 


a full and perfect Completion of them, 
have placed one, whom he was certain was 
not deſerving of, and conſequently was in- 
capable of ever obtaining, what ſtill he aſ- 
ſured them he had. Therefore ſince from 


hence, I think, that it is evident, that David 


by his future Conduct had ſo far atoned for 


the Sin he had been guilty of with regard to 
the Affair of Uriah the Hittite, as upon his 
Death to be eſteemed worthy by his God 


to be tranſlated to that bleſſed Abode, 
where he, with the other faithful Servants 
of God now enjoys uninterrupted Happi- 
neſs in the Fruition of the Almighty, 


which no one is capable of without Purity 


and Holineſs, thoſe being the only Perfec- 
tions of our Creator we are able to reſem- 
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va ble him in. Theſe Things then being al. Þ 7 
TY lowed, he may without the leaſt Impro. | ti 
|= priety, and without the laſt Shock to the tl 
| || moſt zealous of God's Servants, be pro- fi 
$ nounced worthy of that very honourable BY tl 
. Title, of being the Man after God's own v 
5 Heart. | | v 
19 But before I proceed to that ſecond Par. A 
N ticular of David's Conduct, under the af. 2 
j flicting Hand of God, which I intend ſpeak. T 
ing to, I beg Leave to make a practical Ob- 1 
ſervation upon that Part of the Royal Pa. n 


triarch's Speech, whereby he comforts him- Þ®# &{ 
ſelf for the Loſs of his Child, and juſtifies Þ# a 
his Behaviour on that important Occaſion, a 
as it may be of uſe to others under the like! \ 
Affliction. But now be is dead, ſays pious ( } 
David, wherefore ſhould ] faſt? Can I briy | uv 
him back again? I ſhall go to him, but be ſhui t 
not return to me. We lee here, David com- 11 
forted himſelf with the Proſpect of his 0 
Child's Happineſs, and with a full Truſt 
from the Promiſe of God, that he himſelf, | 
when he came to die, ſhould likewiſe be t. 
_ tranſlated to the ſame happy Abode. This e 
was his Relief in this his dejected State: FE 
And a moſt powerful Relief would it like- Et 
wiſe be to us in the ſame Circumſtances, te 
would we thoroughly weigh and reflect u- t! 
on the Reaſonableneſs of it. For though . ſ 
indeed upon the Loſs of any near Relation, 
or valuable Friend, whom, as Jonathan did 
. David, 


Religious Character of King Davip. 153 
David, we love as our own Souls, our na- 
tural Affection will abate for the preſent 
the Force of our Reaſon, and hinder it then 
from fully exerting itſelf, though whilſt 
the Stream of Sorrow runs high, Reaſon 
will not immediately be hearkened to; yet 
when the firſt Sallies of Paſſion are over, 
and we begin to come a little to ourſelves, 
and Reaſon again exerts itſelf, and begins to 
re- aſſume its Place, we ſhall find ſo many 
Things in that one Conſideration to admi- 
niſter Comfort to us, that we ſhall find our- 
* ſelves by reflecting on them as eaſy, and 

as capable for the future of enjoying Life, 
as David did in the like Circumſtances. 
When any Friend of ours is going a long 
Journey, and is perhaps to be abſent from 
us a conſiderable Length of Time; though 
the Thought of ſo long an Abſence makes 
it very irkſome to us for the preſent to take 
our Leave of him, yet we find ourſelves 
quickly relieved from that Uneaſineſs from 
the Hopes we have of ſeeing him again, 
though it may be after a long Time, and 
enjoy Life in his Abſence with as much 
Pleaſure, as if he was with us. When our 
Friends take their final Farewel of us, as 
to this Life, the like reflection will have 
the ſame Effect: Nay, there are ſome Rea- 
ſons to make us much more ealy in the 
one Caſe, than in the other. When our 
Friend is gone from us into a far Country, 
Os b there 
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there are much worſe Things for us to 
fear, and to render ourſelves uneaſy with 
the Thoughts of, than there are upon his 
Death. The World is full of fpiritua] 
Enemies; he may be encompaſſed with un. 
foreſeen Temptations, which for want of 
our Counſel and Advice may ſeduce him, 
and lead him away from the Paths of Vir. 
tue and Religion, haſten his Diſſolution, 
and endanger the everlaſting Peace and 
Happineſs of his Soul. But when Death 
makes a Separation between us, that ſe. 
cures him from all Temptations whatſoever, 
and preſerves his Virtue from all future 


Danger. And in the Time of his Sickneſ; 
(a Practice too much at preſent neglected) 


we have an Opportunity to aſſiſt him in 
that great Work of Repentance, to work 


in him ſteadfaſt and hearty Reſolutions of 


leading a more ſtrictly religious and virtu- 
ous Life, ſhould God pleaſe to prolong hi 
Days, and give him and ourſelves Aſſu— 
rances of his eternal Happineſs in the World 


to come: And when this is the Caſe, can 
we be immoderately grieved for ſuch hi 
Departure, when we ſee it ſo bleſſed and 


ſo full of Hope; or may we not rather by 


duly reflecting on the Shortneſs of our own 


Lives comfort ourſelves with the Thought 
that it will not be long, e'er we ſhall go 


to him, though he ſhall not return to us; 
but eſpecially when we conſider, that when 


Wwe 
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ve meet together again, it will be never to 
part any more, but that we ſhall then be 
placed in perfect Happineſs, and be ſure 

to enjoy one another's Company without 
any Fear or Diſtruſt, without any of thoſe 
& Suſpicions that too often diſturb our Quiet 
in this World, and ſpend Eternity together 
with the greateſt Harmony of Affections, 
in the Sight of God and our moſt gracious 


made perfect. 5 : | 

In the above Reflections I have ſuppoſed 
us governed and directed by the Precepts of 
Virtue and Religion; for in caſe that either 
ourſelves or our Friend, whoſe Loſs we 


* 


full of Sorrow of Heart, on our Friend's 
Account, as well as our own. For I know 


of no Conſideration that can be more ſevere 
and poignant, than the Reflection that our 
deceaſed Friend is gone down to the Grave 
with his Sins upon his Head unrepented of; 


eſpecially if we ourſelves have been ac- 


ceſſary to his committing them. Then 


have we Cauſe to mourn, and bitterly to 


be ſo affected on ſuch an Occafion, would 


Redeemer, in the bleſſed Society of Angels 
and Saints, and the Spirits of juſt Men 


* ſuſtain, be in the Number of thoſe who 
are profligate and abandoned, and live, as it 
were, without God in the World, then 
have we Reaſon to be caſt down, and be 


bewail our own and his Condition. Not to 


argue an obdurate Spirit fit only for a Dæ- 
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mon. But ſtill if our Sorrow be not afte: 
a godly Sort, our Tears will avail us but 
little. For were it poſſible for us to ſheg 
as many as there are Drops in the O. 
cean, without our Hearts being properly 
affected, without our having conceive 3 
thorough Hatred for Sin, they will avail us 
nothing. Theſe Reflections David's Con- 
duct upon this Occaſion ſuggeſted to me, 
which 1 hope may be of Service to the at. 
tentive Reader. This too, I beg may pled 
my Excuſe for this very long Digreſſion, 
which if it ſhall have the deſired Effect, 
may then not be thought an uſeleſs one. 
haſten now to the ſecond Particular I pro. 
poſed to conſider, viz. the Royal Patriarch'; 
Behaviour upon Simei's curſing him, when 
he came to Balurim, having been driven 
from Jeruſalem by the Rebellion of his Son. 
This is likewiſe to be eſteemed as Part of 
the temporal Puniſhment God denounced 
againſt him by his Prophet for the Sins he 
had been guilty of, and which he inflicted 
on him for two Reafons. The Firſt, to 
demonſtrate to Mankind how diſagreeable 
to him, and odious in his Sight all Manner 
of Wickedneſs is, and conſequently to de- 
ter them from being guilty of the like. 
Secondly, That by thus puniſhing his Ser- 
vant here, he might through Afflictions 
bring him to ſuch a Senſe of his Duty, as 
to make him for the future more careful 
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in his Obedience. For thus he himſelf 
ys, Bere I was troubled, I went wrong, 
but now have I kept thy Word, Pal. cxix. 67. 
and at the 71ſt verſe, he ſays, It is good for me 
that I have been afflicted, that I might learn 
| tby Statutes. For when they fail of this 
| bleſſed Effect, Men commonly become ob- 
durate, and being hardened through the 
Deceitfulneſs of Sin, are ſcarce ever awak- 
ened from that dreadful Lethargy, till the 
| laſt Trump calls them to Judgment. How 
dregdful ſuch a Summons muſt then be, 
God of his infinite Mercy grant that we 
may never experience. e 


SECTION ZA THIRTEENTH. 


AVID being now by the Divine Per- 
. miſſion driven from FJeruſalem, which 
Was the Royal City, by his Son Ab/alom, 
who had raiſed againſt him a moſt unnatu- 
ral Rebellion, was now once more obliged 
| to conceal himſelf, as he had formerly 
done, when perſecuted by Saul. Abſalom 
in thus attempting the Life of his Royal 
Father, in order to procure the Kingdom 
for himſelf, was guilty not only of Diſobe- 
dience and Diſſoyalty to David, as his Fa- 
ther and Sovereign, but likewiſe of the 
fouleſt Ingratitude imaginable. For David 
Was to all his Children a moſt tender and 
indulgent Parent, and to 4/alom in parti- 
os cular, 


158 Reflections on the Moral and 
cular, had diſplayed the moſt affectionate 
Fondneſs and Regard. And the Jeu in 
adhering to this traiterous and rebelliou; 
Son againſt their mild and moſt graciqy; 
Sovereign, ſhewed the ſame Perverſeneſs of 
Diſpoſition they had ever done, and that 
they were always molt ready to afford the 
worſt Treatment to thoſe who had deſerve 
beſt at their Hands. Thus they treated 
their great Lawgiver- Moſes. In this Man. 
ner they behaved to Gideon and Samuel: 
And no wonder, for upon every Occaſion 

| that offered, they forgot God their Savious 
7 and diſregarded all the Wonders that he 
bY | had wrought for them. Conſidering there. 
| | fore the depraved Diſpoſition of this Peg. 

| ple, there is nothing ſurpriſing in their 
Conduct on this Occaſion ; nor is it in the 
| leaſt improbable that they ſhould forſake 
the Father to join the Son, though he had 
ever governed them with Juſtice, Mildneß 
and Moderation, and on that Account had 

always deſerved well at their Hands. De- 

vid, in theſe diſtreſſed Circumſtances, may 

with great Propriety and Juſtneſs be look- 
I ed on as a Type of the bleſſed Redeemer of 
918 Mankind, who afterwards, when he came 
\' into this gloomy and fad World, in order 
1 to reconcile ſinful Man to his Father, re- 
= ceived the ſame ungrateful Treatment from #7 
3:8 this ſtubborn and ſtiff-necked People, not- “. 
11 withſtanding that during his whole Life he # 


went 
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went about doing Good. Thus has it 


pleaſed Almighty God in his Government 
of the World, to turn the vileſt and moſt 


cruel Actions of Mankind, to the bringing 


about the wiſeſt and moſt beneficial De- 
ſigns and Purpoſes; thereby producing 
Good out of Evil, and cauſing Men with- 
out any Intention of theirs in the End to 


do all for the Good of their Fellow-crea- 


tures, and his own Glory. How deep are 
the Counſels of the Moſt High, how un- 
ſearchable are his Thoughts, and his Ways 
paſt finding out, How humble and modeſt 
ought theſe Conſiderations to make us in 
all our Enquiries concerning the Diſpenſa- 
tions of his Providence; and that thoſe 
which we are not able to account for, 


whilſt we are in this fleſhly Tabernacle, 
. we may reſt certain, that we ſhall after- 
wards be convinced were moſt juſt and 
equitable, and very neceſſary for the ac- 


compliſhing thoſe great Deſigns he had in 
33. rn . 

In this diſtreſſed Situation, as the King 
was going to Bahurim, attended by a few 
faithful Servants, who ſtill adhered to their 


Royal Maſter, notwithſtanding his For- 


tunes were then at the loweſt Ebb, the 
Divine Hiſtorian informs us, That from 
thence there came out a Man of the Family of 
the Houſe of Saul, whoſe Name was Shimei, 
the Sen of Gera: He came forth and curſed 
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fill as be came. And be caft Stones at David, 


and at all the Servants of King David: And 


all the People, and all the mighty Men were on 


his right Hand and on his left : And thus ſaid 
Shimei, when he curſed, come out, thou bloody 
Man, and thou Man of Belial. Such was the 
Behaviour of Sh:ime:, which, if we conſider 


it in all its Circumſtances, muſt appear to 
us moſt cruel and provoking. No Man can 


offer any Inſult to another, eſpecially when 


he is under any Diſtreſs or Calamity, with- 
out being guilty in ſome Degree or other of 


Cruelty. Neither will any Enmity we 


may have to another, tho' founded upon 


ſome Injury we may have received, in any 
Meaſure juſtify ſuch cruel Treatment. But 
how much more cruel and . unjuſt muſt 
ſuch Behaviour be, when offered by one, 


whoſe whole Family were at that very 


Time under the higheſt Obligations to the 
Perſon, whom he was then inſulting. In- 
gratitude of itſelf, without any thing elſe, 


is a Crime that muſt always affect a gene- 
rous Mind, and render that Perſon uneaſy, 


who is ſo unfortunate as to meet with ſuch 


a Return, to the kind Offices he may have 


done; but when it is accompanied with 


| Inſult, it is enough almoſt to overwhelm 


the firmeſt Mind. Shime:'s Behaviour on 
this Occaſion had likewiſe another Aggra- 


vation of it, v:2. that it was offered by a 


Subject to his Sovereign. Every Order and 
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Degree of Men are entitled to ſome Re- 
ſpect ; the loweſt have a Right to a Share; 
our Equals may expect more; but our Su- 
periors may certainly demand the higheſt 
that can be ſhewn; and this we ſhall find 
neceſſary to the Preſervation of Order and 
Government in the World. But when any 


of theſe different Stations are likewiſe adorn- 


ed with Piety and Goodneſs, they have then 
an additional Right ſuperadded to their Na- 
tural; for theſe ought to demand Reſpect 
wherever they appear. They are lovely and 


praiſe-worthy when found in a Cottage: But 
when diſplayed on a Throne, they demand 


the higheſt Reſpect and Veneration. Uponall 


theſe Conſiderations, how ſuperlatively baſe 


and inſulting was the Behaviour of Shime: 


to King David, to be paralleled by nothing 
but that of his impartial Biographer, Who 


with equal Candour and 'I'ruth would have 
endeavoured to prove him, what SHimei here 
called him a bloody Man, anda Man of Belial. 
A Prince adorned with the ſame amiable 
Virtues that David was, have we now by the 


Bleſſing of God upon the Throne of theſe 


Kingdoms, which render him much more 
conſpicuous than the Crown he wears ; the 


one rendering him only ſuperior to his 
Fellow - creatures, and that but in one Senſe; 


whereas the others raiſe him to a kind of 
Divinity in Holineſs of Life, and Purity of 


Manners. Theſe God-like Endowments of 


L Br. our 


162 Ref dtions on the Moral and 


our Royal Maſter ought to demand from all 
his Subjects their Duty and Obedience, their 
Aﬀection and Eſteem, and in the general, 
I believe, he reigns as much in the Hearty 
and Aﬀections of his Subjects, as almoſt 
ever any Prince did. But PerteCtion of 
any Quality or Degree is not to be attained 
here. Therefore, though his Majeſty' 
Virtues and amiable Accompliſhments are 
fo evident and conſpicuous, as it muſt be 
a vain Attempt, either poſitively to deny 
them, or even ſo much as to call them in 
Queſtion ; yet there are not wanting ſome 
who in a political Manner take a Pleaſure 
in raifing Jealouſies and Heart-burnings in 
the Minds of the People, by alarming them 
with the Apprehenſions of Dangers, which 
have no Foundation but in their own I 
Brains. Thus have they the Satisfaction of 
deſtroying the Peace and Happineſs doth 
of King and People, and ſcattering the 
Firebrands of their Maliciouſneſs far and 
near, being in Diſpoſition not unlike the 
great Enemy of Mankind, vi. envying that 
Happineſs of others, which their own 
Vices having rendered them incapable of, 
they were therefore reſolved to deſtroy. 
However, I hope in God, ſuch will never 
be the Event, unleſs our Licentiouſneſs 
 thould demand from Heaven ſo ſevere a 
Puniſhment ; but that as he ever will, | 
make no Doubt, be the Father of his "_ 
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le, ſo he will always find us a dutiful and 
oyal Nation. But to return. 

The faithful Followers of David were 
greatly and moſt juſtly incenſed at Sh:mer's 
treating their Royal Maſter with ſuch In- 
ſolence and Cruelty. And Aliſtai the Son 


of Zeruiab, whoſe Affection for David was 


always extremely warm, begs now of the 
King, as he had formerly done, when he 


diſcovered Saul ſleeping in his Tent, that 


he might go over and put Sei to death 
For why, ſays he, ſhould this dead Dog curſe 


my Lord the King? As David upon his for- 
mer Requeſt would not give his Conſent, 


but moſt generouſly ſpared the Life of him 


who was ſeeking his own; ſo now with 
equal Piety and Generolity, attended with 


the greateſt Humility and Reſignation to 


the Divine Will, he refuſes his Requeſt, 


And the King ſaid, hat have JI to do with 


you, ye Sons of Zeruiah ? So let him curſe, 


becauſe the Lord hath ſaid unto him, Curſe Da- 
vid. bo then ſhall jay, wherefore haſt thou 
done ſo? David in all this Calamity that 


was befallen him, ſaw and acknowledged 


the Almighty Hand of God in it. He was 


ſenſible that it was inflicted upon him for 


the Crimes he had been guilty of. He 
therefore thought it became him to receive 


this his fatherly Correction with Humility 


and Patience, and not by Murmur and Re- 
Pining add another to the Catalogue of 
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thoſe he had already incurred the Guilt of, 
This he knew was the only proper Atone- 
ment he had in his Power to make, and 
was in Hopes that his Conduct on this 
Occaſion might be ſo acceptable to the Al. 
mighty, as to cauſe him to remove his a- 
venging Hand from him: He then pro— 
cceds to apologize for the Behaviour of this 
Benjamite, in order to pacify the Wrath of 
Aliſbai and the reſt of his Servants, leaſt by 
their Anger they ſhould be tranſported to 
commit tome unjuſtifiable Violence. And 


David /a:d to Abiſhai, ond to all his Servants, 


Behold, my Son, which came forth of my Bowel, 
taketh my Life; how much more now may thi 
Benjamite do it? Let him alone, and let hin 
_ curſe, for the Lord hath bidden hum. It may 
be that the Lord will look on mine After, 
and that the Lord will requite me Gccd fir 
bis curſing this Day. 

Here is an Inſtance of Moderation, Ge- 
neroſity, and Reſignation to the Divine 
Will, that was ſcarce ever equalled, and! 
am ſure never exceeded by meer mortal 
Man. If we look into, and examine the Hiſ- 
tories of any of the renowned Heroes of ei- 
ther Greece or Rome, we ſhall not, I fancy, be 
able to find an Inſtance parallel to this. 
Nay, if we examine the Hiſtories of thoſe 


who have profeſſed themſelves Belicvers of 


Chriſtianity, and would be thought to have 
directed their Lives according to the Pre- 
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cepts of the Goſpel, we ſhall, I am afraid, 
find but very few equal, and none to ex- 
ceed David in his Behaviour on this trying 
Occaſion. Shall not then ſuch an exem- 
plary Conduct as this in ſome Meaſure 
atone for the Crimes he had been guilty of? 
Shall it not a little mitigate the Heinouſ- 
neſs of them ? Can that Repentance, which 
produced ſuch Fruits, ſuch happy Effects, 
be thought infincere? linpoſſible: For it 
that be the Caſe, how ſhall we ever know 
when Repentance is real, or when feigned. 
As Thorns cannot produce Grapes, nor a 
Thiſtle Figs, ſo likewiſe it is irpothible 
that a wicked abandoned Man, whom nei— 
ther Promiſes will allure to Virtue, nor 
Threats affrighten from Vice, ſhould 
bring forth thoſe real Fruits of Repentance 
that David did. Had he continued to this 
Time of SHimei's curſing him the ſame 
Man he was when he plotted the Death 
of Uriah, and took Bathſheba to Wife, 
would he, can we imagine, have prohibited 
Atiſhai from executing his Deſign in put- 
ting him to Death. No; inſtead of mak- 
ing that pious Reply he did to Aliſbai's 
Requeſt, and endeavouring to appeaſe his 
Anger without ſhedding of Blood, he 
would in all Probability have been the firſt 
that ſhould Jave ordered Revenge to be 
taken on this infolent Man, and had they 
refuſed, would, its moſt likely, have him- 
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ſelf put him to the Sword. But his diffe- 
rent Behaviour on this Occaſion ſhews him 
to have been another Man ; the Violence 
of Paſſion was now entirely ſubſided, and 
he lends a moſt willing Ear to the ſoft 
Whiſpers of Reaſon. And not only fo, but 
he likewiſe entertained ſo deep a Senſe of 
the Guilt he had contracted by the Crimes 
he had already committed, that as he was 
ſenſible he muſt on that Account be highly 
diſpleaſing to the Almighty, ſo he piouſly 
attributed the Calamities he then ſuſtained 
to the all-directing Will of Providence, 


who permitted them to fall upon him, in 


order to bring him to a Senſe of himſelf 
and his Duty, and that by the Tears of an 


unfeigned Sorrow and Repentance, he 
might waſh away the Stain he had con- 


tracted by his Guilt. „„ 
When David fell, we were all ready 


enough to join with Nathan in ſaying, 


Thou art the Man ; and upon his Condem- 
nation would willingly have offered our- 
ſelves to throw the firſt Stone at him : But 
upon his acknowledging his Guilt, and de- 
claring with an unfeigned Concern that he 
had ſinned againſt the Lord, how few 


amongſt us are defirous to join the Prophet 


in pronouncing by a Commiſſion from God 
his gracious Pardon, and ſaying, The Lord 


alſo hath taken away thy Sin, thou ſhalt not die. 
Thus do we imitate Jenab in the moſt un- 
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amiable Part of his Character, and like 


him are offended where we ought to be 


pleaſed. When God puniſhed Saul for his 


repeated Tranſgreſſions, we were apt to 


repine at the Divine Diſpenſations, and as 
Jonah did for the Loſs of the Gourd, ſo do 


we likewiſe declare, we do well to be an- 


gry. Zut as the Almighty on that Occa- 
ſion was pleaſed to argue with Jonab for 
the Unreaſonableneſs of his Anger, fo 
might he likewiſe with us on this. Thus 
might he upbraid us; You pitied S/, 


who contemptuouſly treated my Com 
mands, who was guilty of the higheſt. 


Degree of Cruelty in many Inſtances, 
and who ſought unto them that dealt 


with familiar Spirits, in open Defiance 


of my Laws; but art at the ſame Time 


very unwilling that I ſhould ſpare David 


upen his true Repentence, who always 


did that which was right in my Eyes, 


and turned not aſide from any Thing that 


I commanded him all the Days of his 
Life, fave only in the Matter of Uriah 


the Hittite, How perverſe is this Con- 
duct of Mankind, how contrary to all the 


Principles of Humanity and Benevolence! 


With what Face can they beg of God the 


Forgiveneſs of their Tranſgreſſions, who 


would not on any Account have his Mer- 
cies extended to this his repenting Ser- 
vant : And becauſe God has accepted his 

L 4 Repentance, 
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Repentance, we, like the elder Brother in 
the Parable, are ſo angry, that as he would 
not come into his Father's Houſe, becauſe 
his younger Brother was received, fo on the 
ſame Account do we hinder our own Sal- 
vation, and refuſe to come to Heaven, tho 


_ earneſtly entreated. What unaccountable 


Folly is this! Let us act more conſiſt— 
ently with Reaſon and ſound Judgment, 
Let us ſuffer ourſelves to be actuated by the 
Chriſtian Principles of Love and Charity; 
And when we reflect that our bleſſed Lord 


died that all might be ſaved, let us not re- 
pine at its Extenſiveneſs, and be ourſelves 


an Obſtacle to its merciful Deſign ; which 

we ſhail moſt certainly be found guilty of, 
if we harbour in our Breaſts any Envy, 
Rancour, or Malice, as theſe will unqualily 
us to be his Diſciples; and if ſo, will cer- 
tainly render us unfit for that Happinck, 
which he has purchaſed for us. 


SECTION THE FOURTEENTH. 


AVING- from thels. two particular 


Circumſtances in the Conduct of 
Dawid ſhewn the extreme Remorſe and 
Contrition he expreſſed for the Crimes he 


had been guilty of, which, I hope, will be 
admitted as a Proof of the Sincerity of his 


Repentance, which, on Account of its Ex- 


: emplatinels, renders him again even in a 


moral 
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moral Senſe deſerving of that diſtinguiſhed 
Title, of being the Man after God's own 
Heart, I proceed now, Third, To enforce 
the ſame from an impartial View of the 
many Pſalms he compoſed on that Occa- 
ſion, which, from the Sorrow and Remorſe 
with which they appear to be wrote, are N 
by way of Diſtinction {tiled the Penitential | 
Plalms. 5 | 
In taking of this View, I ſhall begin with 
the 51ſt Pialm, which by all Commenta- 
tors who have ever wrote on the Subject 1s 
allowed to have been compoſed by David 
on this melancholy Occaſion. The learned 
Biſhop Patrick ſays, „That the Royal Pa- 
ce triarch after the Divine Reprehenſion and | 
«© Threatening was very much humbled, W 
« and to make himſelf as notorious an \ 
«© Example of true Repentance, as he had 100 
* been of foul Wickedneſs, he compoſed 1 
this Penitential Hymn, and ſent it to the 46 
*« Maſter of Muſic in the Tabernacle, to | 
be uſed perpetually there, as a Teſtimony 1 
and . e er W | 
of his unfeigned Sorrow for what he had | 
done, and of the miſerable Condition he il 
„ thought himſelf in without the infinite 
Mercy of God to him; which he begs 
with the greateſt Earneſtneſs, together 
% with the Aſſiſtances of his Grace, which 


«he promiſes to employ for the reducing 1 

* other Sinners, beſeeching him withal to EC 0 

** be favourable to his People, eſpecially to J 
Es *the 1 
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<« the City of Jeruſalem; and not let them 
* and that ſuffer for his Offences.” Thus 
far the learned Biſhop, who for his clear. 
neſs and Perſpicuity, and for impoſing no 
forced Interpretation upon the Words ang 
Meaning of Scripture, 1s eſteemed one of 
the beſt Commentators we have. The 
learned Mr. Pool, in his Synapfs Criticorun, 
upon this Pſalm, is of the ſame Opinion. 
He ſays, Nec adeo dolet David, quod pen; 
metuere opus habeat a Deo, qui ti mor ſervili; 
eft, quam qudd Deum effenderit. But there; 
no Occaſion to enumerate Commentators ty 
ſhew upon what Account this Pſalm was 
compoſed, fince I ſhould think, that ever 
one who attentively reads it, muſt diſcern 
ſuch an unfeigned Concern for the Crime; 
he had committed, expreſſed through the 
whole of it, as muſt convince him of the 
Sincerity of the Author's Repentance, and 
that this was the only Deſign for which i 
was compoſed. We will now therefor: 
take a View of this Pſalm itſelf. 
It begins with a moſt earneſt Supplica- 
tion to Almighty God, to look upon him 
with an Eye of Mercy and Compaſſion, W 
and to blot out the Remembrance of his 
Sins. Have Mercy upon me, O God, fay: Wi 
he, according to thy Loving-kindneſs, accord. 
ing unto the Multitude of thy tender Mer 
cries blot out my Tranſgrefſions. Waſh nt 
throughly from mine Iniquity, and . me 
e on 


ee we e r . ao nc... 


- 


r 


8 N 
; EI 
. WE x, IE * * 
Yd BY 3 yr —_— , , 


Religious Character of King DAv1D. 171 
from my Sin. He then proceeds to a Con- 
feſſion of his Sins, which is couched in a 
Strain of the greateſt Piety and Humility, 
two moſt neceſſary Ingredients in a true 
Repentance. For I acknowledge my Tranſ- 
greſſions, and my Sin is ever before me. 
Againſt Thee, Thee only have J finned, and 
done this evil in thy Sight, that thou mighteſt 


be juſtißed when thou ſpeakeſt, and be clear 


when thou fudgeſt; which was as much as 


if he had ſaid, How inſenſible ſoever 1 


might be, before thou fenteſt thy Prophet 


to awaken me, I am now deeply touched 


with a Senſe of my horrid Tranſgreſſion, 


which I both ſorrowfully bewail and con- 
feſs in thy Preſence, and in the Face of the 
public Congregation : And this I do, not 
becauſe I ſtand in Fear of Puniſhment from 


Men, who have no Power over me ; but be- 


cauſe lam ſo obnoxious to thee, whoſe ſudg- 


ment I ought to dread the more, the leſs li- 


able I am to give an Account of my Actions 


to others. But conſidering how prone he 


was to commit Evil from the Frailty of his 


Nature, though God had likewiſe endued 


him with a better Principle, according to 


which he expected he ſhould act, he there- 
fore begs of him to cleanſe him from the 


Guilt he had already committed, and to 


endue him with the Grace of his Hol Spi- 
rit, that he might not for the future tranſ- 


greſs in the heinous Manner he had al- 
bo a 
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ready done. Behold, ſays he, I was ſbapen in 
Iniquity, and in Sin did my Mother cenctive me, 
Belold, thou deſireſi Truth in the inward Parts; 
and in the hidden Part thou ſhalt make me ty 
know Wiſdom. Purge me with Hyſſop, and | 
ſhall be clean; waſh mr, ond I ſhall te whiter 
than Snow. Make me to hear foy and Glad. 
neſs, that the Bones wi. b theu haſt broken may 
rejoice. Hide thy Face from my Sins, and bly 
out all mine Iniquities. Create in me à clean 
Heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit 
within me. He then proceeds to beg of the 
Almighty that he would. not in his Anger 
and heavy Diſpleaſure reject him, though 
he moſt juſtly deſerved it, as he had done 
his Predeceſſor Saul, nor yet ſuffer that evil 
Spirit, with which he was ſometimes 
troubled, to ſeize on him ; but reſtore him 
to the Joy he was wont to have, when he 
ſaw himſelf in his Favour. Then he might 
have Confidence to admoniſh Sinners of 
their Duty, and endeavour to reclaim the 
worſt of them from their ſinful Lives, both 
by his Authority and Example. Cat me 
not away from thy Preſence, ſays he, and take 
not thy Holy Spirit from me. Reſtore unto me 
the Joy of thy Salvation, and uphold me <aith 
thy free Spirit. Then will I teach Tranſgre/- 
ſors thy Ways, and Sinners ſhall be converted 
unto thee, He then entreats his God to 
pardon the heinous Sin of Murder that he 
44x Hal guilty of, which he hopes, as he 


fincerely 
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ſincerely repented of it, would not hinder 
his receiving the Grace of God, which if 
he ſhould receive, it ſhould be the con- 
ſtant Theme of his Praiſe, during the Re- 
mainder of his Life. Deliver me, ſays he, 


from Bhoed-guiſtineſe, O God, thou God of my 
Salvation, and my Tongue ſhall ſing aloud of 


thy Righteouſneſs. O Lord, open thou my Lips, 
hid my Mouth ſball ſhew forth thy Pro. 


He then proceeds to ſhew how vain and 
fruitleſs human Sacrifices are, if not at- 
tended with a fincers Repentance, which 


| was more acceptable to the Almighty, than 


| all whole Burnt-offerings and Sacrifices. 


For thou deſireſt not Sacrifice, elſe would I give 


it; thou delighteſt not in Burnt-offerings. The 
EF Sacrifices of God are a broken Spirit: A 
broken and contrite Heart; O God, thou wilt 


not deſpiſe. But leaſt his People might ſut- 


A fer any Calamity on Account of his Sins, 
which added to the Weight of their own, 
might haſten their Deſtruction, he begs the 


ſame Mercy for his People, that he deſired 


; tor himſelf. Then ſhould the Righteous be 
very thankful, which they would expreſs 
by bringing Peace-offerings and other Sa- 


crifices in abundance, which from ſuch 
| pious Perſons would be acceptable unto thy 
Majeſty. Do Good, ſays he, in thy gocd Plea- 
ſure unto Zion; build thou the Walls of Jeru- 
ſalem. Then ſhalt thou be pleaſed with the 
Sacrifices of Righteouſneſs, with Burnt. offer = 


711Cs | 


174 Rafleclions en the Moral and 
ings and while Burnt-offerings ; then ſhall they 
offer Bullccks upon thine Altar. Having thus 
taken an exact View of this Pſalm, I hope 
the attentive Reader diſcerns the Purport 
and Deſign of it, and is convinced, that 
the Author of it was touched with the 
deepeſt Sorrow and Concern for the Sing 
he had been guilty of. 5 
Who then that has read this Pſalm, and 
is in the leaſt acquainted with the Occaſion 
on which it was wrote, can in the leaſt 
doubt the Sincerity of the Author. For 
how ſuperlatively wicked muſt we imagine 
David to be, if we can ſuppoſe he could 
addreſs the Divine Majeſty in this devout 
Strain for Pardon of his Sins upon his fin- 
cere Repentance, if at the ſame Time he 
conceived no Remorſe for them, but waz 
ſtill reſolved to purſue them? And how in- 
different likewiſe muſt we ſuppoſe the Al- 
mighty to be, whether we reform our Lives 
or no, if ſo be we do but promiſe them? 
What is this elſe but to make him take 
Delight only in our formal Proteſtations, 
and that a tew Prayers will atone for the 
Sins of a whole Lite? What unworthy 
Notions are theſe to entertain of God ? How 
derogatory not only to his infinite Wiſdom, 
but his Purity and Holineſs ? How contrary 
to the expreſs Declaration of his Word! 
Here the Pſalmiſt declares, that a broken 
and contrite Heart is the moſt acceptable 
8 Sacrifice 


yp pA 


kk. W wk W Ka © ww ,j,59q -P > +> 


TY OOO Cond or SR HOP 


ES ond. tt: ted. Sed ond - tons > Frm 


- 


Religious Charafter of King DAVID. 175 
Sacrifice to God, which, if his Repentance 


be not ſincere, is very impious and profane. 


To prove this, v:z. that a broken and con- 
trite Heart is the moſt acceptable Sacrifice 
to God, there are many Paſſages recorded 
both in the Old and New Teſtament. 
Thus 1/aiab, i. 11 to 17. Here the Al- 


mighty is introduced, expoſtulating with 


the Jews, and aſking them, To what Pur- 


poſe is the Multitude of your Sacrifices unto me? 
1 am full of the Burnt-offerings of Rams, and 


the Fat of fed Beaſts, and I delight not in the 
Blood of Bullocks, or of Lambs, or of He-goats. 


When ye come to appear before me, who hath 
required this at your Hands to tread my Courts ? 


Bring no more vain Oblations ; Incenſe is an 
Abomination unto me; the New Moons and 


F Sabbaths, the calling of Aferbiies I cannot 


away with; it is Intquity, even the ſolemn 


Meeting. Your New Moons, and your ap- 


pointed Feaſts my Scul bateth: They are a 


Trouble unto me, I am weary to bear them: 


And when ye ſpread forth your Hands, I will 


hide mine Eyes from you : Yea, when ye make 


many Prayers, I will not hear. Now what 


Reaſon can be alledged for God's being 


thus unwilling to hearken unto the Prayers 
his People ſhould offer unto him? He him 


ſelf ſubjoins it, and tells them it was be- 


cauſe their Hands were full of Blood. If 
therefore they would have their Addreſſes 
become acceptable, they muſt reform their 


Lives 
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ll Lives and Converſations. Waſh ye, ſays he, 

[ make ye clean, put away the Evil of your Do- 

14% ings from before mine Eyes; ceaſe to do Evil, 

learn to do well, ſeek Judgment, relieve the 

Oppreſſed, judge the Fatherleſs, plead for tl; 

Widow. Had David's Repentance now 

been deficient in this Particular, how juſtly 

might the Jews have replied to God, and 

ſaid, Thou acceptedſt of theſe in thy 

Servant David, tho' he repented not, why 

wilt thou not then accept of us? And the 

Diſpoſition of theſe People was ſuch, that 
had this been the Caſe, they would in 
all Probability have retorted it upon him. 
Again, in the 58th Chap. of the ſame 
Prophecy, the eus are introduced enquir- 
| ing of God, why he did not regard their 
5 Faſts and ſolemn Humiliations. Where 
Fore have we faſted, ſay they, and thou ſe:/} 
not? Wherefore have wwe affiifted our Sou, 
and thou takeſt no Knowledge * In anſwer to 
which, God alledges this Reaſon ; Beholt, 

in the Day of your Faſt you find Pleaſure aud 
exact all your Labcurs. Behold ye faſt for 
Strife and Debate, and to ſmite with the Fiji 
of Wickedneſs; ye ſhall not faſt as ye do this 
Day, to make ycur Voice to be heard on ligh. 
He then appeals to them for the Equity of 
his Proceedings, by propoſing to them the 
following Queſtion. I it juch a Faſt, ſays 
he, that I have choſen? A Day for a Man to 

affi his Soul? Is it to bow dean He, Head as 
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@ Bulruſh, and to ſpread Sackeloth and Aſhes 
under him? Wilt thou call this a Faſt and an 
acceptable Day to the Lord? Ts not this the 


Faſt that I bave choſen, to looſe the Bands of 


Wickedneſs, to undo the heavy Burdens, and to 
let the Oppreſſed go free, and that ye break every 
Toke? ls it not to deal thy Bread to.the Hun- 
gry, and that thou bring the Poor that are caſt 


out to thy Houſe * When thou ſreſt the Naked, | 
that thou cover him, and that thou hide not thy- 


elf from thine own Fleſh? But had the Al- 


mighty accepted of David without Repen- 
tance, why ſhould he be thus ſtrict with 


the Jews? Why were not their Faſts as ac- 


ceptable to him, as David's was? The 


Reaſon ſpeaks itſelf, that David's was at- 
tended with a ſincere Sorrow and Remorſe, 


= which the Jews were not. For God is the 
". ſame yeſterday, To-day, and for ever. Agree- 


able to this our bleſſed Lord informs his 


Diſciples and Followers, That not every one 


that faith unto him, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter 


into the Kingdom of Heaven; but be only 
who doeth the Will of his Father which 1s 
in Heaven. For many, ſays he, will ſay un- 


to me, in that Day, Lord, Lord, have we not 


prophefied in thy Name, and in thy Name have 


caft out Devils, and in thy Name done man 

wonderful Works ? And then will 1 profeſs un- 
to them, I never knew you : Depart from me, 
ye that work Iniquity. From theſe Authori- 
ties of Scripture, that no Man that doth 


wickedly 


can have any Hopes that by ſinning Grace 
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wickedly ſhall be accepted by God, but 
that his Prayer ſhall be an Abomination to 
him, and yet David being accepted by 
him, upon his earneſt Supplication ang 
Tears, is, I think, an inconteſtable Proof 
of the Sincerity of his Repentance, and 
therefore that from his Example, no Man 


ſhould abound ; but that the only Way to 
obtain the Divine Favour, with which we 
can have no Grounds to hope for the Af. 
fiſtance of his Holy Spirit, is by conceiving 
in our Minds an utter Abhorrence of Sin, 
as it is diſpleaſing to God, and expreſſing 
thereupon a heatty Sorrow for having of- 
fended him; this will cauſe us to take Heel 
to our Ways, and by ceafing to do Evil, to 
learn to do well. 1 9 8 

I proceed now to conſider the 48th 
Pſalm, which is couched in the ſame peni- 
tential Strain with the former, and 1; 
thought by many learned Men to hare 


been compoſed by David, when driven 


from his Kingdom by the Rebellion of his 
Son Abſalom, which drew after it a Train 
of many other Calamities, Afflictions that 
he eſteemed to be inflicted upon him by 


God, as a Puniſhment for his Sins, and 


thereby to recal him again to his Duty. I 


begins with an humble Deprecation of the 


Divine Wrath, and a Prayer for Mercy, 
O Lord, fays he, rebuke me not in thy abr 
| | elt 
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neither chaſten me in thy bot Diſpleaſure. He 
then proceeds to deſcribe the miſerable 
Condition he was in, which he was ſadly 


ſenſible was owing to the unhappy Effects 


of his Diſpleaſure, which was provoked by 
the many great and heinous Offences he 


had committed. For thine Arrows [tick faſt 


in me, and thy Hand preſſeth me ſore. There 
2s no Soundneſs in my Fleſh, becauſe of thine 


Anger; neither is there any Reſt in my Bones, 


becauſe of my Sin. For mine Iniquities are 


gone over my Head; as an heavy Burden they 


are tov weighty for me. What Expreſſions 


can be ſtronger than theſe of a deep Senſe 
of Guilt, and the great Anguiſh of Soul 


he ſuſtained on that Account ; which was 
ſo great, that he goes on to ſay, that be vas as 
a dead Man, who heareth not; and he became 
as a dumb Man that openeth not his Mouth. 


Thus was I, ſays he, as a Man that ,heareth 
not, and in whoſe Mouth are no Rep roofs. Yet 
notwithſtanding all theſe Calamities, which 


He knew were brought upon him for his 


Sins, he had ſuch Truſt in the Mercy of 


God, that he would certainly accept his 


unfeigned Sorrow and Repentance, and 


cauſe thoſe Troubles that then befel him 


to turn out for his future Good. 
This Pſalm was compoſed ſome Years 
after his Affair with Bathſbeba, and there- 


fore there was Time to diſcover whether the 


Sorrow he had conceived for his Sins Was real 
Fo M 2 i 
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or not. Now can it be imagined, that any 
Man of common Prudence, and who hag 
the leaſt Senſe of what was right and what 
was wrong, would have preſumed to haye 
appealed to Heaven for the Sincerity of his 
Repentance, if it had not been ſo; and to 
have prayed to God to have removed his 
afflicting Hand from him on that Account, 
Had his Repentance been only feigned and 
| hypocritical, he muſt have been certain, 
that his Prayer would not be heard, nor 
his Supplication regarded by him, who 
knoweth the very Secrets of our Hearts, 
and that ſo far from having his preſent Ca. 
lamities removed, ſuch baſe Prevarication 
would rather have involved him in morc 
and greater, 5 5 
Having then, I ſhould hope, eſtabliſhed 
the Certainty of David's Repentance, by 
| theſe Proofs of Holy Scripture, and ſhewn 
that the Concern he was under on Ac- 
count of the many great and heinous Crimes 
he had been guilty of, was fo ſincere and 
real, that it worked in him a Repentance 
to Salvation not to be repented of: He 
will not for the future be eſteemed as fo 
vile and wicked a Man, as moſt People have 
been apt to think him, but as they deteſt the 
Crimes he was guilty of, ſo they will re- 
verence his Virtues, and endeayour to imi- 
tate him in the more amiable Part of his 
Character. Now if Repentance, when ac- 
; En a companied 
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companied with theſe Fruits, reſtores Man 

= again to the Favour of his Creator, and 

once more renders him the Object of his 

Love and Affection, can we then continue 
to be of Opinion that David (now he was 
ſo remarkable a Penitent) was ſtill nnwor- 
thy of being called even in a moral Senſe 


the Man after God's own Heart. For tho' 


that Title was given him on a very particu- 


lar Account, yet I can by no Means think 
that it would for that Reaſon alone have 


heen given him, if he had in every other 
Reſpect been undeſerving of it. And Iam 


likewiſe of Opinion, that as David, when he 


fell into the Commiſſion of ſuch foul Sins, as 


it, ſo, 1 
tinued hardened in his Wickedneſs, he could 


ſame Time be both pleafing and diſpleaſing 


Tranſgreſſions had been notorious, we may 
reaſonably ſuppoſe, that he was again be- 


come as acceptable to his Creator as before. 
For our bleſſed Maſter aſſures us in his Goſ- 
pel, That they who: love much, to them much 


Shall be forgiven, Luke vii. 49, 
What remains further to be ſpoke to in 
this Treatiſe, is to conſider the Royal Pa- 


M3. : web 


he was guilty of, loſt all Right and Title to 
f he had not repented, but had con- 


never have recovered it; otherwiſe we muſt 
ſuppoſe, that the ſame Perſon could at the 


to God, the Abſurdity of which, I ſhould 
think, evidently appears. Now fince Da- 
vid's Repentance was as exemplary, as his 
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triarch in this particular Part of his Cha- 
racter as a Type of the Goſpel Covenant of 
Reconciliation, in which Senſe he may be 
eminently ſtiled, the Man after God's own. 
Heart; and likewiſe to obviate ſome few 
Objections, which have been raiſed by thoſe 
who are no Friends either to him or Reve— 
lation. For I will venture to affirm, that 
thoſe who are Enemies to the one, can be 
no great Friends or Well-wiſhers to the 
other. Theſe Particulars I thought necef. 
ſary to mention, though many may think 
the Deſign of the foregoing Treatiſe to 
have been complete enough without them, 
However, I hope to be excuſed, as they 
will tend both to enforce and corroborate 
What has been already delivered. 
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SECTION Taz FIFTEENTH. 


AVING in the former Sections eſta- 
1 bliſhed the Truth and Reality of Da- 
vids Repentance, I now propoſe to conſi- 


der him therein as a Type or Figure of the 


Goſpel Covenant ; for he is the firſt upon 


the Jewiſh Record, who having fallen from 


a State of Piety and Virtue, again reco- 
vered himſelf by ſo exemplary a Repen- 


tance. Nor is he the only Patriarch among 

the Jews, whoſe Life and Actions were 
Types of ſome Part of the Goſpel Cove- 

nant. For St. Peter, 1 Epiſt. Ch. iii. 20, 21, 


informs us, that Noab and his Family be- 
ing preſerved in the Ark, were ſaved by 


Water. The like Figure whereunto, even 


Baptiſm doth alſo now fave us. Here we 


ſee the Apoſtle makes Noah's being ſaved 


in the Ark, a Type of our being waſhed 
with the Water of Regeneration in Baptiſm. 
1 M 4 _ Again, 
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Again, Abrabam's offering up his Son Tag; 
by the Command of God has always been 
reckoned a Type of our Saviour's being of. 
fered upon the Croſs, as his Redemption 
from Death is likewife of our Lord's Reſur. 
rection: Nay, even his miraculous Birth 
may likewiſe be eſteemed as typical of the 


Incarnation of the Son of God. / pb 


being ſold by his Brethren as a bond Slave, 
and afterwards by an unjuſt Accuſation 
thrown into Priſon, has been generally 
reckoned a Type of our bleſſed Lord's Hu- 
miliation and Death, as his Advancement 
and being made Lord over the Land of 
Egypt, is of our Saviour's Reſurrection and 


Aſcenſion into Heaven, and his fitting in 
his human Nature, on the Right-hand of 


God. Our Lord, Jobn ili. 14, 15, himſelf 
applies Moſes erecting the brazen Serpent in 
the Wilderneſs, to his being lifted up upon 


the Croſs. For, he ſays, as Moles /:/ted 15 
the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the 


Son of Man be lifted up. For as when any 
Perſon among them had been bitten by the 
Serpent, if he beheld the Serpent of Braſs, 


he lived. So whoſoever believeth on the 
Son of God, ſhould not periſh, but have 


eternal Life. For God ſo loved the Werld, 


| that be gave his only-begotten Son, that ⁊ul oſo- 


ever beleveth on him, ſhould not pcrijh, but 
have everlaſting Life. And St. Paul ſpeak- 


ing of the Jewiſh Sanctuary and their Sa- 


Crifices, 


* 
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crifices, he makes them to be Types or 
Figures of the one true Sacrifice, that was 


once in the End of the World to be offered 


for the Sins of Mankind. For he thus ar- 
gues, Heb. ix. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. Now 
when theſe Things were thus ordained, the 
Priefls went always into the firſt Tabernacle, 
accompliſhing the Service of God: But into the 
Second went the High- Prieſt alone, once every 
Year, not without Blood, which he offered for 


himſelf, and for the Errors of the People. The 


Holy Ghoſt this fignifying, that the Way into 
the Holieſt of all was not yet made manifeſt, 
#obile as the firſt Tabernacle was yet ſlanding : 
Which «vas @ Figure for the Time then preſent, 
in which were offered both Gifts and Sacrifices, 
that could not make him that did the Service 


perſect, as pertaining to the Conſcience, which 
Stood only in Meats and Drinks, and divers. 


Maſbings, and carnal Ordinances impoſed on 
them until the Time of Reformation. But 
Chrift being come an High Prieſt of good Things 


o come, by a greater and more perfect Taber- 


nacle, not made with Hands, that is to ſay, 


not of this dan neither by the Blood of 


Goats and Calves, but by bis own Blood he en- 


tered once into the boly Place, having ob- 


tained eternal Redemption for us. Now if 


the whole Jew!/h Religion was itſelf but a 
Type of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, figur- 
ing thereby to the Jews a new Covenant, 


wherein their Sins and Iniquities were to 
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be remembered no more, it cannot be ſup- 
poſed unlikely, that God might conſtitute 
this his Servant as a Figure of ſome Part of 
that Covenant, eſpecially fince from his 
Houſe and Lineage, it was that the Mef. 
ſiah was to ſpring, and he is peculiarly 
honoured, with his being called his Son. 
The Doctrine of Remiſſion of Sins thro 


Faith and Repentance may very properly 


be called an entire Chriſtian Doctrine, 
no other Diſpenſation whatever having 
preached it. This 1s therefore by way of 
Eminence, called the New Covenant which 
God entered into with Mankind, when his 
Son took upon him our Nature and became 
Man. With this Divine Sentence both 
St. John Baptiſt, and our Saviour began 
their Miniſtry, Repent ye, for the Kingdom of 


Haven is at Hand. Now the Almighty 
ſeldom declares to us any new Doctrine of 


Importance, without having firit afforded 


ſome Figure of it from whence. we might 


expect it. The Doctrine of Repentance is 


to Man in his preſent State a Doctrine the 


moſt important to him of any. For by the 


firſt Covenant Man was to perform un- 
inning Obedience, and his Tranſgreſſion of 


it was to be puniſhed with Death both 
temporal and eternal. God himſelf thus 
declares to Adam, In the Day that thou eateſ 
thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die. Some learned 
Men, I know, are of Opinion, that this 


- 


Expr eſſion, | 
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Expreſſion, thou ſhalt die, ſignifies only tem- 
poral Death, and that after that was to fuc- 
ceed a perfect Annihilation. If this was 
the whole of the Puniſhment denounced 
upon Man for his Tranſgreſſion, many may 
be found, who, as their Lives are contrary 
to the Commands of God, ſtand therefore 
in Dread of an eternal Puniſhment, that will 


Z | perhaps think that we had better have con- 


tinued under the Curſe, than by Redemp- 
tion having it in our Power to be eternally . 
Happy, may however ſtill, if we continue 
in Sin, be for ever miſerable. Now, though 
it muſt be owned, that even in this Caſe 


= (as every Perfon has it in his own Power to 


be happy if he will) our Redemption was a 
moſt wonderful Bleſſing; yet I muſt think, 
it would not have been ſo great, as takin 
it in this Senſe, that Man by his Tranſ- 
greſſion incurred not only the Penalty of 
temporal Death, but alſo of Death eternal, 
which in the Language of the ſacred Writ- 
ings generally fignifies Puniſhment in a fu- 
ture State, and is often put to expreſs it by. 
This was the Puniſhment then that Man 
incurred by tranſgreſſing the firſt Covenant, 
a Redemption from which of himſelf he 
could never have found out nor expected. 
But in the midſt of Wrath God thought 
upon Mercy, and promiſed that he would 
ſend his only-begotten Son to take upon him 
our Fleſh, that he might in our Nature and 
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Stead perform unſinning Obedience; and in 
order to ſatisfy his Juſtice, that he might 
expiate our Sins by his Death upon the 
Croſs. Conſidering therefore, and com- 
paſſionating the Weakneſs and Infirmity of 
our Nature, he has likewiſe promiſed that 
he will not for the future be extreme to mark 
what we have done amiſs, but will for Jeſus 
Chriſt's Sake, upon our true and ſincere Re- 


pentance and future Obedience, blot out our 


Iniquities, pardon our Tranſgreſſions, and re- 
ceive us again into his Favour. No Doctrine 


therefore can be of greater Importance to us 
than this. And as God was pleaſed in his 


infinite Wiſdom to afford the Jews ſome 
Types of the other Parts of this Diſpenſation, 
it is more than probable, that he like wiſe did 


of this too. And as he raiſed up David at 


firſt to be a Bulwark againſt Idolatry, and 


to perform his Will upon thoſe apoſtate 
Nations, by faithfully executing of which 
he obtained that glorious Title of being the 


Man after God's own Heart ; which he af- 
terwards moſt unfortunately rendered him- 
ſelf wholly unworthy of, through he Guilt 
he had contracted by his Crimes; but hav- 
ing hearkened to the Voice of God by his 
Prophet, and returned from the Errors of 


his Ways to Newneſs of Life, it might 


pleaſe Providence to propoſe him again to 
the Jews as a Type of that New Covenant 


he ſhould afterwards enter into with us, 


thereby 


- 


Religious Character f Ring DAvip. 189 
thereby making him again an Inſtrument 
of his Will, and once more entitling him, 
and that in a more eminent Way than be- 
fore, the Man after his own Heart, to exe- 
cute his Divine Will and Purpoſe. 


SECTION TA SIXTEENTH. 


bability of what was delivered in the 


former Section, we ſhould conſider that 


David has in more Inſtances than one 


been eſteemed by learned Men, as a Type 


of our bleſſed Lord himſelf, and was fa- 
voured with clearer Manifeſtations of the 


Meſſiah than any other Prophet that pre- 
ceded him. The Truth of theſe Propoſi- 


tions will clearly appear, if we examine in- 


to the Particulars of David's Life for the 


one, and into the Pſalms for the other. 


David's being unjuſtly perſecuted by Saul, 
becauſe God had determined that he ſhould 
ſit upon the Throne of 1ſ/-ee/ after him, has 


always been reckoned as typical of our Sa- 
viour's Humiliation and State of Perſe- 


cution by the Jews; as afterwards his 
triumphing over all his Enemies, and at 
length aſcending the Throne of 1ſrael, was 


of our Lord's Triumph over Death, and 


glorious Aſcenſion into Heaven. If we 


_ peruſe over the Pſalms, we ſhall find in 
many of them, ſuch exact Deſcriptions of 


O corroborate and ſtrengthen the Pro- 
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the Sufferings of Chriſt, his Offices, and 
his Divine Nature, that to a Perfon who 
was entirely unacquainted with the Time 
in which they were wrote, they would ap. 
pear to have been penned after the coming 
of our Saviour. Thus in the 22d Pfalm, in 
the Account he gives us of his own Suffer. 
ings, he likewiſe prophetically deſcribeg 
thofe of our bleſſed Lord; at the 7th verſe 
of that Plalm, he ſays, All they that ſee me, 
laugh me to Scorn, they ſhoot out the Lip, they 
ſhake the Head, ſaying, He truſted in Gad, 
that he would deliver him: Let him deliver 
him, ſeeing he delighted in him, Theſe very 
Words, if we examine St. Matthew's Gof- 
pel, Ch. xxvii. Verſe 43, we ſhall find, that 
the Chief Prieſts with the Scribes and El- 
ders applied to the bleſſed Jeſus. He truf- 
ted in God, ſay they, let him deliver him ny 
/ be will have him. At the 18th Verſe of the 
above-mentioned Pſalm, the Divine Poet 
ſings, They part my Garments among them, 
and caſt Lots upon my Veſture. In St. Mat- 
thew we find theſe Words, Verſe 35. And 
they crucified him, and parted his Garment, 
caſting Lots, that it might be julfilled, which 
was ſpoken by the Prophet, they parted my 
Garments among them, and upon my Veſture | 
did they caſt Lets. In the 69th Pſalm, at 
the 22d Verſe, the Royal Prophet ſays, 
T hey gave me Gall to eat, and when 1 was 
thirſty, they gave me Vinegar to drink. In 
| TE. St. Jon's 
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St. Jolm's Goſpel, Chap. xix. 28, 29, 30, 
= we find the Divine Hiſtorian giving us this 
= Account: After this Jeſus knowing that all 
W Things were now accompliſhed, that the Scrip- 
ture might be fulfilled, faith, I thirſt. Now 
E there was ſet a Veſſel full Vinegar ; and they 
W filled a Sponge with Vinegar, and put it upok 

Hy/ſep, and put it to his Mouth, When Jeſus 
had received the Vinegar, he ſaid, Ir rs fin:fheth. 
So much for a Deſcription of his Sufferings, 
which, I think, are ſo ſtrong and exact, 
that they cannot without a forced Con- 
ſtruction be applied to any other Perſon. 

1 proceed now to examine thoſe Pſalms, 
which give us a Deſcription. of his Divine 


he 110th Plalm, with ſaying, The Lord 


| Paſſage our Lord himſelf explained, Matth. 
this Queſtion, ſaying, What think ye of 


quoting this very Pſalm. They being un- 


as Son of Man, in the Relation between 
Parent and Child he was his Inferior ; 
but as Son of God, and Heir of all Things, 
he was infinitely his Superior. Again, at 
N the 


Nature and Offices. Thus David begins 


ſaid unto my Lord, fit thou on my right Hand, 
until I make thy Enemies thy Footſtoo!, This 


xxii. 42, 46, when he aſked the Phariſees 
Chriſt ? Whoſe Son is he? They ſay unto him, 
| the Son of David. He ſaith unto them, how 
| then doth David in Spirit call him Lord, 


acquainted with the Divine Nature of 
Chriſt, were unable to anſwer him. For 


* 
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the 4th Verſe of the ſame Pſalm, he fayy, 
The Lord fware, and will not repent. Thoy 
art a Prieſt for ever after the Order of Mel. 
chiſedec. St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, Chap. v. 5, 6, treating about the 
ney Office of Chriſt, quotes this very 
aſſage of the Pſalmiſt, as he does likewiſe 
in the ſame Chap. the 7th Verſe of the 2d 
Pſalm. Thou art my Son, To-day have I be. 
gotten thee. In his firſt Chapter likewiſe of 
the ſame Epiſtle, in his Deſcription of the 


Divine Nature of Chriſt, he applies the 


th and 8th Verſes of the 45th Pſalm to our 
leſſed Saviour: But unto the Son be ſaitl, 
Thy Throne, O God, 1s for ever ahd ever: 4 
Sceptre of Righteouſneſs is the Sceptre of thy 
Kingdom. Thou haſt loved Righteouſneſs and 
hated Iniquity ; therefore God, even thy God, 
hath anointed thee with the Oil of Glaineſi 
above thy Fellows. There are many others 
of the like Import, which I could mention, 
were it neceſſary, but theſe are ſufficient 
to prove how clear + Muinifeſtation David 
had of the Meſſiah. As God therefore was 
pleaſed to afford him greater Light of the 
Goſpel State than any that went before him, 
and intended that many Parts of his Life 
ſhould be as Types of his Son; we may 
with equal Juſtneſs and Propriety ſuppoſe, 
that the Almighty might likewiſe deſign 
his Servant's exemplary Repentance ſhould 
be to the Jews as a prophetic Type of that 
92 9 3 gracious 
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gracious Covenant that he afterwards en- 
tered into with us under the Goſpel of his 
Son; for which we may be ſaid to have 
good Grounds, ſince it is tranſmitted down 
to us in many Parts of thoſe Writings, 
whicu St. Paul aſſures us, Rom. xv. 4. 
were written aforetime for our Learning, 
that we through Patience and Comfort of 
the Scriptures might have Hepe. 


SECTION Taz SEVENTEENTH. 


r FAVING ſhewn, as I intended, the 
Sincerity of David's Repentance 

with regard to the Affair of Ur:ab the Hit- 
lite, and that therein he may be conſidered 
as a Type of that gracious Covenant God 
was afterwards pleaſed to enter into with 
us under the Goſpel of his Son, and that on 
that Account therefore he may with great 
Propriety be ſaid to be the Man after God's 
own Heart, I now proceed to remove an 
& Objection or two that has been raiſed with 
| regard to the Sincerity of it. T 
The Monthly Reviewers, in their Ani- 
madverſions upon the learned Dr. Cland- 
ler's Treatiſe of the Life of King Dovid, 
have this Remark, that if David's Repen- 


E tance had been ſincere, he would not have 


kept Criab's Wife, as his own, but would 
have put her away from him. But pray, 
if I may aſk thoſe learned Critics, what 
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band, the Sincerity of his Repentance in 
that Caſe might with great Propriety hare 


have been moſt juſtly eſteemed a foul Piece 


compence he had left in his Power for the 
ter that put her away, he had added ſtill 
the Almighty towards David upon this Oc- 
caſion ought to have any Weight with us, 
as one would ſuppoſe it ſhould, we muſt 


then ceaſe from cenſuring David for what 


the Child was born that Bathſbeba bore him 
ſoon after their Marriage, the Lord ſtruck 


phet had declared, by a Commiſſion from 


Reaſon they can alledge, that David ought 
to have put her away? Had Urrah indeed 
been living, and David had then taken 
away his Wife from him by Force, and 
upon his being remonſtrated to by the 
Prophet on that Account, had notwith. 
ſtanding ſtill detained her from her Hu. 


been called in Queſtion, and his Confeſſion 


of Hypocriſy, But as Uriah was dead, and 
he had already deflowed her, the taking her 
to Wife was then doing her the only Re. 


Injury he had offered her ; and had he af- 


another Crime to thoſe he had already 
committed. Beſides, if the Behaviour of 


God did not think him blameable. When 


it with a mortal Sickneſs, becaufe it had 
been the Fruit of Luſt and Debauchery, 
neither would he remit the Puniſhment, 
though greatly ſought to by David on that 
Occalion, but the Child died as the Pro- 
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God himſelf. But when ſhe afterwards 


brought him another Son, whom he named 
Solomon, God Almighty was fo far from be- 
ing diſpleaſed with what his Servant had 


done, that he ſent by the Hand of the ſame 


Prophet, whom he had commiſſioned on 
the former Occaſion, to call his Name Je- 
didiab, becauſe the Lord loved him; the 
Meaning of which Phraſe ſeems to import, 
that though the Birth of the former Child, 
on Account of the Sin that had been con- 
| tracted at his Conception, was highly diſ- 
pleaſing to God, yet as he had by ſincere 
Sorrow and Repentance made an Atone- 


ment for the Sin he had then been guilty 
of, the Anger of his God on that Account 


was now pacified, and he would not de- 
ſtroy this Child, as he had done the for- 


mer. But had David's keeping Bathſheba 


Kill for his Wife been unlawful, and was 
therefore a Proof of his Repentance not 
being fincere, then the Almighty ſhould 
now have equally teſtified his Diſpleaſure 


againſt him, as he had formerly done. But 
who is the propereſt Judge of what is right 
or wrong, lawful or unlawful ? God, who 


1s infinite Wiſdom itſelf, and of purer Eyes 
than to behold Iniquity ; or Man, who at 
the beſt is but ſhort-ſighted, whoſe Will 
is perverſe, and whoſe Heart is prone to 


do Evil. As therefore God on this Occaſion 
has been ſo far from condemning his Ser- 
N 2 | | vant, 
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vant, that he has rather juſtified him in 
what he has done, who is Man that he 
ſhould condemn him? How fooliſh and 
impious then is it to pretend to be wiſe a- 
bove what is written, and by being thus 
righteous overmuch, prove, that we are 
really very wicked. This therefore cannot 
be raiſed as an Objection of any Weight 
to the Sincerity of David's Repentance, 
which will ſtand Proof againſt the fooliſh 
Cavils of vain Sophiſters, to whom I can- 
not do any thing better, than exhorting 
them to conſider that excellent Reproof of 
St. Paul, Rom. xiv. 4. Who art thou that 
judgeſt another Man's Servant? To his own 
Maſter he ſtandeth or falleth : Yea, be ſhall be 
holden up : For God is able to make him ſtand. 
Our Saviour has aſſured us, and them, and all 
Men, That with what Judgment we judge, 
wwe ſhall be judged; and that the ſame Meaſure 
ve mete to others, ſhall be meaſured to us again, 
 Matth. vii. 2. Let us then look to our o. 
Ways, and our own Actions, for he that 
thinketh he ſtandeth, and on that Account 
is continually cenſuring his Neighbour's 
Actions. may yet through Inadvertency and 
want or Circumſpection fall down head- 
long the ſteep Precipice of Vice. How 
dreadful then will his State be, and how 
ſeverely cutting will be this Reproach and 
Taunt, Thou that preachedſt to others that 
they ſhould not Steal, didſt thou Tas 
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Thou that ſayeſt a Man ſhould not commit 
Adultery, hadſt thou committed Adultery *? 
May we then duly conſider this, and in- 
W ſtead of cenſuring and condemning our 
= Neighbours, let us take Heed to our own 
Foot: ſteps, leaſt while they are treading the 
Verdure of Temptation, they ſlip. _ 
| Having, I ſhould hope, removed this firſt 
Objection to the Sincerity of David's Re- 
pentance, I now propoſe to conſider the 
ſecond and laſt that I ſhall mention. It is 
this. David's placing Solomon, Bathjheba's 
Son, upon the Throne to the Prejudice of 
his other Children, and thereby depriving 
them of that Right which God and Nature 
had given them. If then his Repentance 
had been ſincere, would he have acted in 
this unjuſt Manner in the very laſt Period 
of his Life? Here is an Objection, that at 
flirſt Sight really appears very plauſible; but 
I hope, if we conſider it a little, we ſhall 
quickly ſee on how ſlippery a Foundation 
Had David aſcended the Throne of / 
rael by Right of Succeſſion, his eldeſt Son 
had had the beſt Right to it after his De- 
ceaſe, in caſe he had not forfeited that 
Right by any flagrant Crime, ſuch as Re- 
bellion, Apoſtacy from the true Religion, 
or any other of the like Nature. Now from 
the foregoing Part of this Treatiſe, it clear- 
ly appears, that David did not a” end the 
» JJC 


198 Reflections on the Moral and 


Throne of Iſrael by Right of Succeſſion, 
but was elected thereto by God himſelf, 
His Children then could have no Right, ttill 
the Divine Diſpoſer of it had eſtabliſhed it 
in his Family by Succeſſion. The Almighty 
was in Fact, as has been ſhewn, the ſu⸗ 
preme Sovereign of J/rael. He therefore, 
by Virtue of that Authority, had the ſame 
Right and Power to give it to which ever 
of David's Sons he ſhould chooſe, as he had 
at firſt to elect Saul, and afterwards upon 
his Rejection to appoint David in his 
Room. From the Account the Divine 
_ Hiſtorian has given us of Solomon's being 
anointed King over Tjrael, it is, I think, 
very apparent, that what David did on that 
Occaſion was by the Order and Appoint- 
ment of God himſelf. For Nathar's being 
at his Birth commiſſioned by God to go and 
call his Name Jedidiab, becauſe the Lord 
loved him, David always eſteemed as a De- 

ſig nation of him to the Government after 
his Deceale ; therefore what he did on this 
Occaſion, was, as he theught, in Com- 
pliance with the Divine Will. Beſides, the 
Action was approved of by Nathan, who, 
being a Prophet of the Lord, we need not 
doubt. had received proper Inſtructions from 
God, how to proceed on this Occaſion. 
Indeed, the Author of the Life of King Da- 
vid has given us another Reaſon why Na- 
than approved and encouraged this chr 
* n wy 
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dure of David's; which was, becauſe he 
bore Adonijab a Grudge, that he was not in- 
vited to partake of the ſumptuous Enter- 
tainment he gave, as well as Joab, Abia- 
kbar, and the reft that were there. This 
Reaſon he aſſerts, with an Air of Inſolence 
and ſeeming Impartiality. Let not the ho- 
neſt Reader, ſays he, accuſe the Writer of 
putting a malicious Conſtruction upon eve- 
ry Tranſaction he produces. He defires him 
to return to his Bible, and in the 1oth Verſe 
of the firſt Chap. of the firſt Book of Kings, 
he will find a Remark, that Nathan was not 
called to the Feaſt ; the very next Verſe be- 
gins, wherefore Nathan ſpake unto Bath- 
ſheba he Mother of Solomon, ſaying, Haſt 
thou not heard, that Adonijah the Son of Hag- 
gith doth reign, and David our Lord knoweth 
not of it. The whole Streſs of this, his 
weighty Argument, he lays upon the Word 
 wwherefore, which happens unluckily for him 
not to be in the Original, for the Hebrew 
ſignifies no more than and. But ſuppoſing 
it had been ſo there, from the Character of 
Nathan, every honeſt Man, and one who 
has any Regard to the Authority of the ſa- 
cred Writings, will conclude, that the 
Treaſon they were guilty of, which really 
was the Reaſon Nathan was not invited, 
was the Prophet's Motive for ſpeaking to 
Bathſheba on this Occaſion, Beſides, can we 
imagine that the Divine Being would have 
e "Na eee 
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permitted ſo infamous a Juggle to have been 
carried on with Impunity, and that it ſhoulq 
meet with the defired Succeſs, if what they 
had been doing had been unlawful, and 
therefore repugnant to what he had deter- 
mined. Any Man who can ſuppoſe this, 
does at once declare every Tranſaction re- 
corded in the ſacred Writings to be no bet. 
ter than a Juggle, which if it were the Caſe, 
Revelation itſelf muſt fall to the Ground, 
How muſt the Profaneneſs and Iinpiety of 
ſuch an Aﬀertion then make every ſincere 
Believer ſhudder and tremble barely to 
think of! And how little Credit and De. 
ference ought to be paid to a Writer, who 
throughout his whole Work does endea- 
vour to caſt ſuch a Slur. Leaving him 
therefore with this deſerved Cenſure upon 
him, I proceed now to thew, that the Trea- 
ſon Alonijab was guilty of, juſtified the 
Conduct of Nath: n on this Occaſion. 
If A.onj.h had had any Right to the 
Throne of Iſrartl, after the Deceaſe of his 
Father, he certainly could have none, whilſt 
he was living. His attempting then to ſet 
the Crown upon Eis own Head before the 
Death of his F ather, was certainly Rebel- 
lion and Treaſon in the higheſt Degree, by 
which he had juſtly forfeited all Right and 
Pretenſion in caſe he had any. The reſt of 
the King's Children, except Solomon, joined 
in this treaſonable Affair, by which they 
: | Lad | 
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likewiſe forfeited all their Rights and Pre- 
tenſions. Had Nathan then joined them on 
this treacherous Occaſion, as did Abiatbar 
the Prieſt, and Joab the Captain of the 
' Hoſt, he had acted hip y unbecoming the 
Character of a Prophet of God. But this 
faithful Servant of the Almighty was not to 
be carried away with a Multitude to do 
Evil. As he was acquainted with his 
Royal Maſter's Intentions, and with what 
God had determined concerning Solomon, 
he was ſenſible, that if there was not a Stop 
put to ſuch illegal Proceedings, S2lomon 
could not aſcend the Throne according to 
Divine Appointment. He refolved there- 
fore to inform his Sovereign of what had 
been doing without his Knowledge or Ac- 
quieſcence, to which Purpoſe he took the 
Method above related. No ſooner than was 
David informed of what had been doing, 
than he teſtified his diſapprobation thereof, 
by immediately iſſuing forth Orders o 
anoint Sclomen King over ſ/-ael, thereb 
_ concurring with the Divine Will, and act- 
ing in Obedience to his Creator's Com- 
mand. There can be nothing then in this 


whole Tranſaction, that can in the leaſt call 
in Queſtion the Sincerity of David's Re- 


| pentance; but his Behaviour, and that of 


the Prophet's on this important Occaſion, 
reflect Honour and Luſtre on them both. 
Theſe were the moſt material Objections 

which 
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which J imagined to be neceſſary to ſpeak 
to; the others, which have been ſtarted by 
thoſe who delight in Cavilling, having been 
already ſufficiently anſwered 6 them, who 
have favoured the World with Treatiſes on 
this Subject. e 


We CONCLUSION. 


T H Us, gentle Reader, have I ſet be- 


fore you, in as conciſe a Manner as! 
could, the Character of David King of 
Hrael, which I am apt to flatter myſelf 1 


have conſidered in a Light different from 


what other Writers, who have gone before 
me, have done. In this whole Treatiſe I have 
endeavoured to keep up to the Words and 
ang Meaning of Scripture, in which, I 


hope, I ſhall not be detected in having put 


any forced Conſtruction upon them. This 


Treatiſe, I am very ſenſible, is very im- 


perfect, the Author being rather unequal 
to the Taſk he had undertaken: But he | 
hopes it may be a Means of ſetting ſome _ 
abler Pen to work, whoſe Abilities and 


Learning ſhall do more Juſtice to the Sub- 


ject. However, the honeſt Intention, with 
which this is wrote, he begs, may plead in 
his Behalf; and if from the peruſing of the 
following Pages, any ſhall be brought not 


only to think, but {peak with greater Re- 


ſpe of the Royal Patriarch, and ſhall thro _ 
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the Divine Aſſiſtance endeavour to avoid the 
Rock on which he ſplit, and to follow the 
Virtues he was eminent for, he ſhall think 
his Pains ſufficiently anſwered. As to any 
other Praiſe or Commendation than what is 
due to a Champion for Truth, he neither 
expects nor deſires ; and hopes to be ranked 
only in the Number of thoſe, who had the 
Truth, of Revelation, the Honour and 
| Glory of God, and the Welfare of Man- 
kind at Heart, He therefore moſt ear- 
neſtly entreats of the Almighty, that he 
would be pleaſed to withdraw from the 
Hearts of all Men, that Veil of Ignorance 
and Superſtition, Profaneneſs and Infidelity, 
that all may fee the Things which belong 
to their Peace, before they be for ever hid- 
den from their Eyes; and that having ſeen 


| them, they may put in Practice thoſe Vir- 


tus and Graces, which are the only Orna- 
ments of our Lives here, and will be the 
fare Means of procuring us eternal Glory 
hereafter. Which God of his infinite Mer- 

cy grant for the Sake and Merits of his 
only Sun Jeſus Chriſt, our moſt bleſſed 


Rede mer and Saviour, To whom be glory 


and Honour, now and for ever. Amen. 
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